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THE ANNUAL CONVENTIONS 

THE BEST MEETINGS EVER HELD 


The annual meetings of the Pure Bred 
Cattle Breeders’, Sheep and Swine Breed¬ 
ers’, Dairy and Horticultural Associations 
were a series of excellent meetings of 
which these associations can justly feel 
proud. The attendance of well-informed 
breeders, dairymen and horticulturists 
from all parts of the Province was larger 
than ever before, showing a growing in¬ 
terest in these lines of farm work. The 
papers and addresses were practical rather 
than speculative and better than at any 
previous meeting, while the discussions, 
as is nearly always the case, were upon 
practical lines and brought out many 


was responded to by J. G. Rutherfordi, 
M.P., in suitable language. He called at¬ 
tention to the fact that Winnipeg, more 
than any other city in the Dominion, is 
dependent upon the farming community 
for her prosperity. The other Provinces 
have many industries, but we are situa¬ 
ted on the edge of the great plain. We 
have no lumber, as yet no mines, and 
our fisheries are not large, so that up to 
the present time our industry is farming. 
When he spoke here some two years ago 
he said he did not look upon those gath¬ 
ered here as mere farmers. He pointed 
out that the men who gathered at these 


three divisions of sheep—1. The lowland 
breeds, pasturing to a height of about 800 
feet above the sea, and characterized by 
large size, heavy wool and choice mutton; 
2. The upland breeds, pasturing at a 
height of 1000 to 2000 feet, and character¬ 
ized by more action and less wool and 
mutton than the lowland breeds ; 3. 
The mountain breeds, pasturing as high 
as 10,000 feet, as some breeds do in the 
Andes, and characterized by strength of 
limb and ability to look after themselves. 

By continuous breeding under these 
conditions man has permanently fixed 
the peculiarities of each breed so that 
they are transmitted from parent to off¬ 
spring with unfailing regularity. As an 
example of the effect of environment dev¬ 
eloping certain qualities and then of these 
being transmitted by heredity, he instan¬ 
ced the difference between the Jersey and 



Young Glenburn, 405, bred and owned by A. Struthers, Elkhorn, Man. 

Young Glenburn, foaled in June, 1892, is a beautiful bay, 17 hands high. His sire is Glenburn, 5811, imp., a Scottish 
prize-winner and of the best of breeding. Young Glenburn’s dam is Fanny of Marshill, 162, by Emperor III, imp. He has 
proved a successful sire as evidenced by his heavy seasons and the number of young stock that have found their way into 
the prize ring. He has been a first prize winner at local shows until this year he came into competition with his stable mate, 
Charming Charlie. 


most valuable points, which would have 
been of interest to every one could they 
have been present. 

We cannot give our readers all the 
good things that were said during the 
week—we wish we could—but we have 
endeavoured to get as many of them as 
I possible. The following report takes up 
the meetings in the order in which they 
occurred. 

JOINT MEETING. TUESDAY EVEN¬ 
ING. 

I At the opening meeting Jas. Riddell, 
I M.P.P., Rosebank, was appointed chair- 
I man, and in a neat speech extended a 
I cordial welcome to all. He then called 
Ion Aid. Mathers, who extended a glad 
I welcome to the members of the associa- 
Itions in behalf of Mayor Andrews. This 


meetings were the cream of the farming 
community, and he would say it again, 
and also say that we cannot dwell too 
much on the importance of the work that 
is done by these associations. 

SELECTION IN STOCK BREEDING. 

Was the subject of a practical talk by 
J. A. Craig, Professor of Animal Hus¬ 
bandry at the Iowa Agricultural College, 
He pointed out that nature by selection 
had made a million species and that as 
many more had died, while man in the 
last 200 years had developed about 100 
breeds of live stock that were recognized 
as being of very superior merit. Of these 
there were 15 breeds of cattle. 20 of hors- 
se, 50 of sheep, and 15 of hogs. These 
different breeds were caused by differen¬ 
ces in climate, soil and market demands. 
The one point of altitude alone made 


the Ayrshire. The Jersey was brought 
up on small farms, where most of her 
feed was brought to her, selected and 
bred for butter until the habit of giving 
rich milk was fixed in her nature. The 
Ayrshire, on the other hand, was brought 
up on rough pasture and was developed 
as a cheese cow. 

The two factors that have been most 
instrumental in producing all our breeds 
and with which breeders of to-day have 
to work, are variation and heredity, guid¬ 
ed by man’s selection. Some have said 
that breeding was a continuous creation 
of new varieties and it might well be look¬ 
ed upon as that, because in 20 genera¬ 
tions an animal has nearly one million an¬ 
cestors, whose blood has been united in 
him. This tendency to variation has been 
overridden to a large extent by heredity, 
the law which has given us our fixity of 
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type. He gave numerous instances of the 
working of this law in breeding and 
pointed out that function was one of the 
traits of an animal that was transmitted 
by heredity. As an instance of transmit¬ 
ted function, he spoke of a herd of milk¬ 
ing Shorthorns established by Secretary 
Wilson and bred now for some five or 
six generations. The cows of this herd 
were giving over 300 lbs of butter in a 
year and raising a calf that would make 
the best of animals for beefing purposes. 
He gave an instance from his own work 
at Wisconsin, showing that the sire as 
well as the female had the power of trans¬ 
mitting functional qualities. By using a 
highly bred butter bull upon a number 
of cows in the herd and carefully devel¬ 
oping the heifer calves, he found that the 
heifers gave 22 lbs. of butter a year more 
than their dams. He gave another in¬ 
stance from his work with sheep. They 
wanted to get ewes that would drop lambs 
for the early markets. As most of our breeds 
of sheep do not breed early enough for 
this, he crossed Shropshire grades with a 
Dorset ram. The Dorset ewes will take the 
ram at any season. The result was that 
the first cross gave this peculiarity in a 
marked degree in the progeny and were 
more marked still in the next generation. 
Breeders should not forget the influence 
for good or bad of a sire. 

Habits and the influence of training 
are also transmitted, as shown by the 
trotting horse. Fifty years ago there 
were very few horses that could trot a 
mile in 2.30, now there are about 1000. 
The transmission of trained qualities is 
also seen in the hunting dog and in the 
collie. These habits have become fixed 
in the animal’s nature and are transmitted 
along with other qualities from parent to 
progeny. 

There seems, however, to be a limit to 
the use we can make of heredity. He 
stated that from the wild pigeon no less 
than 300 different varieties have been de¬ 
veloped. Fancy breeders took a notion 
to develop short beaks and got them so 
short that the young pigeon could not 
break the egg shell. The transmission of 
disease also brought a limit in certain 
directions. Fie did not think colts were 
born with curbs, spavins, etc., but the 
tendency to develop them was transmit¬ 
ted and under favorable circumstances 
these troubles soon developed. It was the 
same with tuberculosis, hence there is a 
limit to which we can use heredity. 

But back of heredity, back of selection, 
and transmision of desirable qualities 
comes the man himself—the personal equ¬ 
ation. It has been said that 50 men 
could be found suitable to be prime min¬ 
uter of England to one that could make 
a success of stock breeding. Professor 
Craig said that not one man in 10,000 
would make a successful breedefi, i.e., 
attain such success as had been won by 
men like Cruickshanks. 

C. C. Macdonald asked Professor Craig 
for his definition of a general purpose 
cow. 

Profesor Craig said that there was at 
present a great deal of controversy about 
the general purpose or dual purpose cow. 
He defined her as a cow that would give 
about 300 lbs. of butter in a year and drop 
a calf that when a little over two years 
old would make a 1500 lb. beef steer. He 
did not think it possible to get an animal 
that would combine the highest milking 
qualities and at the same time drop calves 
that would possess the highest beefing 
qualities. Fie did think, however, that 
there was a happy medium, animals which 
would give good profits from the cow as 
a milker and from the calf as a beef steer. 

FEEDING THE COW. 

This was the subject of a very practical 
talk by S. A. Bedford, of the Brandon 
Experimental Farm. Fie based his re- 


BREEDERS’ DIRECTORY 


Cards under this head inserted at the rate of 
$1 .50 P er line per year. No card accepted undei 
two lines, nor for less than six months. 


W ALTER LYNCH, Breeder of Shorthorn Cattle. I 
Post Office and Railway Station, Westbourne I 
Manitoba. This herd has competed sixteen times in | 
fifteen years with both imported and home bred cattle j 
and has won fifteen 1st ana one 2nd, herd prizes.-1536F 

D FRASER & SONS, Emerson, Man. Breeders 
• and importers of Shorthorns, Shropshire and j 
Southdown Sneep. Pedigree Poland China Pigs a 
specialty, from the best strains in the United States. 


W J. HELLIWELL, Oak Lake, breeder of Short- 
• horn Cattle, Shropshire Sheep, Barred Ply¬ 
mouth Rocks, Light Brahmas and Partridge Cochins, i 
All kinds of above young stock for sale. Prices right. I 

R L. LANG, Spruce Bank Farm, Oak Lake, Man., 

• breeder and importer of Shorthorn Cattle, im¬ 
proved Berkshire Swine, White Wyandottes and 
White Leghorns. Young stock for sale. 24-18 

W M. McBRI DE. importer and breeder of improved 
Chester White Pigs. Young stock for sale. Pairs I 
and trios furnished not akin. Address—Wm. Me- j 
Bride, Box 253, Portage la Prairie, Man. 

W J. McCOMB, Beresford, Man., breeder of Pure 
• bred Herefords. I have a large herd of young i 
stock, also a few aged breeders for sale. My stock 
is of the best and prices right. 2453 

J AMES GLENNIE, Arden, Man. Importer and i 
breeder of Holsteiu-Friesian Cattle. Bull Calves 
of the famous Teake strain for sale. Write for 
prices. Box 95. 

K ENNETH McLEOD, Dugald, Manitoba. Chester 
White and Suffolk Pi^s for sale. My stock are 
prize winners at the Winnipeg Industrial Exhibition. 

J ICKLING & SONS, Dew Drop Ranch, Carman, 
Man. Breeders of Oxford Down Sheep, improved 
Yorkshire Pigs & B. Leghorn Poultry. Stock for sale. 

R REED-BYERLEY, Cook’s Creek, Man., breeder 
■ and importer of Clydesdales. Headed by Gem 
Prince, sired by Cedric. Correspondence solicited. 

T HOS. SPEERS, Oak Lake,breeder and importer °f 
Shorthorn Cattle & Berkshire Pigs. Old and young 
stock for sale, either sex, for show or breeding. 2446 


H ENRY LAYCOCK, Rosebank, Man., breeder of 
Shorthorn Cattle and P. China Swine. Young 
stock of both classes for sale. Prices satisfactory. 

W F. PIEPER, Morden, Man. Pedigrees, Calling 
• and Show Cards in pen work. Everything in 
the line of engrossing. Send stamp for samples. 

W C. EDWARDS & CO., North Nation Mills, P.Q 
• Importers and Breeders of Ayrshire Cattle 
Shropshire Sheep and Berkshire Pigs. 1642?' 

J OHN TURNER, ‘ Bonny Brae Farm,” breeder of 
Polled Angus Cattle. Young stock of both sexes 
for sale. Address, John Turner, Carroll, Man. 

A &J. MORRISON, Carman, Man. Breeders and 
• importersof Shorthorns and Berkshires. I have 
a fine lot of young and old Swine for sale 

J VAN VEEN, breeder of Gallowa\' and Hereford 
• Cattle and Shropshire Sheep, Lake View Ranch, 
File Hills, P'ort Qu’Appelle, Assa. 1588 

J AS. B RAY, Oak Grove Farm. Breeder of improved 
large Yorkshi re Pigs. Young Pigs for sale. Ad¬ 
dress Jas. Bray, Longbum, Man. 1594f 

R M WILSON, Marringhurst, Man., breeder of 
• Shorthorns. Red Knight 2nd [15563], herd 
bull, and young bulls for sale. 

W C. EDWARDS & CO., Rockland, Out., Import - 
• ers and Breeders of Shorthorn Cattle, Shrop¬ 
shire Sheep and Berkshire Pigs. 1643 f 

J AS. ROBERTSON, Beaver Brand Farm. Glendale 
P.O., Man. Poland China Pigs for sale from im 
ported stock. Prices right. 

W M. SMITH, Fairfield Plains, Out. Ayrshires. 
• Southdowns, P. Chinas, Du roc Jerseys, Poultry. 

W M. CHALMERS, Hayfield, Man., breeder of 
Shorthorn Cattle. Correspondence solicited. 

G EO. ALLISON, Burnbank, Man., breeder of 
Shorthorns aud Leicesters. Stock for sale. 2181 

P MCDONALD, Virden, Man., breeder of Improved 
• Berkshires. Aged boar cheap. Youug stock. 

S TEEL BROS., Gleuboro, Manitoba. Breeders of 
Ayrshire Cattle. Young Stock for sale. 1731 f 

M ENZIES BROS., Shoal Lake, Man., breeders ol 
Shorthorns. Oxford Downs and Berkshires. 

H R. TOLTON, Oak Lake, Man., breeder of Shori- 
• horns. Prize-winning young Bull for sale. 

J NO. S. GIBSON, Morden, Man. Shorthorns and 
Poland Chinas. Bull (22801) and Boars for sale. 

W E. BALDWI N, Manitou, Man. Tamworth and 
• P. China Pigs. Young Tamworths for sale. 

W ELLINGTON HARDY, Pomeroy, Man. Ayrshires 
and large Yorkshires. Young Stock for sale.' 

T HOS. H. WEBB, Clearwater, Man. Breeder of 
Berkshire Swine. Correspondence solicited. 


W ALTER JAMES, Rosser, Man. Breeder of choice 
Shorthorn Cattle and Berkshire Swine. 


G EO. N. HARRIS, Lynden, Ont. Breeder of reg. 
Berkshire Pigs. Young stock for sale. 

J OSEPH TAYLOR, Fairfax, Manitoba, breeder of 
Shorthorn Cattle. Young stock for sale. 

A LEX. D. GAMLEY, importer and breeder of Lei¬ 
cester Sheep, Box 193. Brandon, Man. 


T JASPER, Bradwardine. Shorthorn Bulls, Berk- 
• shires and Oxford Downs for sale. 

W M. HEDLEY, Oak River, Man., breeder of Lei¬ 
cester Sheep. Rams for sale. 2447 

J AS M U RRAY, Breeder of Leicester Sheep. Young 
Rams for sale. Lyleton, Man. 1627 f 

G EO. RANKIN, Hamiota, breeder of Shorthorn 
Cattle, .Stock always for sale. 2143 

J AMES STRANG, Baldur, Man., has for sale two 
Pedigreed Shorthorn Bulls. 

A LEX. WOOD, Souris, Man., Breeder of Oxford 
Down Sheep. 


RESTRONGUET STOCK FARM 



FOR SALE. 

Thirty head of young pure bred Shorthorn Cattle 
from 8 to 18 months old—15 Bulls and 15 Heifers— 
sired by Indian Warrior, sweepstakes Bull at the 
World’s P'air, and'Sittyton Stamp, imported. We 
have the best lot of youug things that we ever offer¬ 
ed,for sale. All stock sold will be delivered as far 
west as Calgary, about March 1st, at our risk and 
freight free. 

|OS. LAWRENCE & SONS, 

Clearwater, Man. 

~w.d7fl.att, 

Hamilton P. 0 . and Telegraph Office, 



OFFERS FOR SALE 

Ten Choice Shorthorn Bulls 

From seven to twelve months, 

Twenty-five Cows & Heifers 

servedby imported bull, Golden Fame, 
==*26056=; also, a few cows with calves 
at foot. Farm six miles from Hamilton. 
Catalogue sent on application. Visitors 
met at G. T. R. or C. P. R. if notified. 



Forest Home Farm 

SHORTHORNS, 
BERKSHIRES, 
YORKSHIRES, 
and B. P. ROCKS. 


Seven young Bulls, reds and roans. Some of these 
are broad-backed, meaty fellows, with individual 
merit and breeding to fit them to head any herd. 
Berkshire Sows, eight months old. in pig to Black 
Prince (5320), 2nd at Winnipeg, 1898, 1st and Diploma 
at Carman. Our Yorkshires are well-known. Boars 
ready for service and sows being bred, also young 
pigs. A few B.P. Rock Cockerels. 

Andrew Graham, 

Carman Stn., C.P.R., Roland, N.P.R. Pomeroy P.O. 
2454 



TUMPJ>ULLERS 

For information about them write to 


H. V. FERRIS, AGENT, BAGOT, MAN. 
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W. W. Fraser, Emerson. J. B. Jickling, Carman. D. McQuaig, Macdonald. Alex. Morrison, Carman. E. A. Struthers, Russell. A. B. Fanning, Newdale. Wm. Chalmers, Hayfield. 

D. Munroe, St. James. R. I. Crisp, Souris. Jas. Yule, Crystal City. R. Waugh, Winnipeg. Geo. Harcourt, Winnipeg. 

S. J. Thompson, Carberry. W. M. Champion, Reaburn. Hon. Thos. Greenway. MissE. Cora Hind,Winnipeg. Wm. Scott, Winnipeg. St. Clair McGregor, Mekiwin. 

A. Graham, Pomeroy. K. Mcl.eod, Dugald. Jas. Riddell, M.P.P., Rosebank. O. W. Bailey, High Bluff. Wm. Grassick, Pilot Mound. 
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marks not altogether on his experiments 
at Brandon, but combined with these what 
he saw in actual practice in the country. 

Turning to pasture—The native grass 
was late in starting and often thin, with 
plenty of weeds. Some of these weeds, 
such as leeks, tainted the milk, the best 
plan was to keep the cows in the stable 
for a week or so longer and let the young 
stock or the beef steers have the leeks. 

Neglected Pastures—There was once a 
heavy growth of grass on our native sod, 
but many of the plants are annuals and 
drop seed every year, thus in nature the 
grass was kept up. By close pasturing 
there was no such seeding taking place 
and the pasture got thinner and thinner 
until it was worn out, and then the pas¬ 
ture was condemned as being no good. 
He had taken a piece of old pasture, let it 
grow and cut it for hay; he got half a ton 
of weeds and hay to the acre. Right be¬ 
side it he broke up an acre, and after tak¬ 
ing off a crop or two seeded it to Brome 
grass, when cut for hay he got four tons 
to the acre, or eight times as much hay. 
lie strongly advised breaking up old pas¬ 
tures and seeding them with Brome grass 
for pasture. 

It was no use trying to re-seed with¬ 
out breaking up the old sod. He had 
cut up a piece of sod with the disc har¬ 
rows and seeded it several times, but had 
never been able to get a good pasture. It 
gives a thin wiry growth of brome, tim¬ 
othy, or even of any of the native grasses. 
There is no renewing the pasture. The 
lend seems hide bound and the only way 
to secure a good pasture is to break it 
up and seed it anew. 

Selection of the Right Grass.—This 
was most important. The native pas¬ 
tures had a tendency to dry up in the 
late summer, and unless green feed was 
supplied cows and beef steers would 
shrink. He found that Brome. grass 
started about two weeks earlier in the 
spring and kept green until the snow 
came, it grew rapidly and kept a head of 
stock. 

Supplementary Feeds—He spoke very 
strongly in favor of fodder corn for fall 
and winter feeding and explained his me¬ 
thod of cultivating it. Fie also recom¬ 
mended sheaf oats as a superior feed in 
his experience to prairie hay. He had 
grown 20 tons of corn to the acre, or 
more feed than a team could cut of prai¬ 
rie hay in a day. Of sheaf oats he had 
grown" as much as two tons per acre on 
spring plowing and four tons on summer 
fallow. He cut it with the binder, made 
small sheaves and did not tie tight. He 
had had no trouble in saving it when set 
up in long stooks. He gave his experi¬ 
ence in growing clover and strongly ad¬ 
vocated the growing of root crops, par¬ 
ticularly mangels, for winter stock feed- 

There was a very spirited discussion 
about the value of prairie hay as a milk 
producing food. Some condemned it, 
a.-, having a tendency to dry up the milk 
flow, while others said that the trouble 
was that they did not know how to feed 
it. If moistened with water it became 
like grass and was a good milk producer. 
The general opinion seemed to be that 
very much of its feeding powers depend¬ 
ed upon the kind of grasses that made up 
the hay. 

In answer to a question he explained 
how Brome grass seed was cleaned. He 
only threshed the heads of the sheaves 
and by reversing the belt of the fanners 
of the separator the seed was blown so 
that it would come out in the boxes. 
When cleaning it again the fanning mill 
was turned the wrong way and the seed 
was thus brought down over the sieves 
into the boxes. 

Angus McKay, of Indian Head, then 
gave a valuable paper on root growing, 


which will be given in our next issue. 
He prefaced his remarks with his experi¬ 
ence about hay vs. straw' for milk produc¬ 
tion, which had raised such a discussion. 
He said that at an institute meeting at 
Wolseley lately, a dairy farmer said that 
two winters ago he had fed hay and had 
had good returns, last winter he fed wheat 
straw and the production was reduced one 
half; while another said that his cows 
did the best when they ran to the straw 
stack. The discussion had reminded 
him of a farmer he once met out in Al¬ 
berta, who said he did not believe in hay, 
straw was the best feed, but this man had 
taken the precaution to grow straw six 
or seven feet long and then neglected run¬ 
ning it through a threshing machine. 
Much of the evidence given at meetings 
about the value of any one kind of feed 
was about as reliable,because some essen¬ 
tial fr.ctor in the transaction had been over¬ 
looked. They had not been successful in 
growing clover at Indian Head and had 
also found that the high winds did more 
damage to mangels than to other root 
crops. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

SHEEP AND SWINE BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Sheep 
and Swine Breeders’ Association was 
held Wednesday morning, Feb. 8th, S. 
J. Thompson, V.S., Carberry, President, 
in the chair. He made no formal ad¬ 
dress, stating that all the suggestions he 
had to make were embodied in the dir¬ 
ectors’ report. 

The secretary G. H. Greig,in his report, 
stated that there were several items of 
importance left for the executive com¬ 
mittee to look after. One of these was 
the improvement of the prize lists of the 
exhibitions. The reports of the secreta¬ 
ries of the Agricultural Societies and from 
the representatives of the association to 
the fair boards show that the efforts of 
the association are meeting with good 
results. More could be done along the 
same line. In all 59 diplomas were awar¬ 
ded, 28 for sheep and 31 for swine. It 
vs as suggested last year that the name and 
number of the animal winning a diploma 
be inscribed on the diploma. Fie sug¬ 
gested that in future the giving of the 
name and number be a condition of win¬ 
ning a diploma, as he felt sure animals 
were awarded diplomas that were not en¬ 
titled to them, because they were not re¬ 
gistered. The membership for the past 
year was the largest in the history of the 
association. The financial statement 
showed : Receipts for the year, $260.45; 
expenditures, $158.63, leaving a balance 
in hand of $101.82. 

S. J. Thompson, V.S., Carberry, re¬ 
ported, as representative to the Winnipeg 
Industrial, that all his requests had been 
met and that the directors had greatly 
improved the hog pens. He suggested 
that a judging platform or ring be built 
to one side of the hog pen, in which the 
judging could be done and thus save a 
great deal of trouble in bringing hogs 
into the ring. Reports were also given by 
J. G. Barron, Carberry ; FI. Nichol, 
Brandon ; James Riddell, Carman ; Dr. 
Young, Manitou; K. McLeod, Dugald; 
and J. A. McGill, Necpawa. These re¬ 
ports all showed that the fair boards were 
desirous of arranging their prize lists so 
as to encourage the breeders of pure bred 
stock. 

The election of officers for the ensuing 
year resulted as follows :—President, 
T. Riddell, M.P.P.. Rosebank; 1st Vice- 
President, A. Graham. Pomieroy ; 2nd 
Vice-President, F. W. Brown, Portage la 
Prairie; Sec.-Treas., G. H. Greig, Win¬ 
nipeg. Directors for sheep—W. J. Hel- 
liwell, Oak Lake; O. W. Bailey, Portage 


la Prairie; J. B. Jickling, Carman ; Win. 
Wallace, Niverville. Directors for swine 
—Jas. Yule, Crystal City ; Jas. Bray, 
Longburn ; J. A. McGill, Neepawa ; K. 
McLeod, Dugald. Auditors—R. Waugh 
and Hugh McKellar, Winnipeg. 

Representatives to Exhibition Board— 
Winnipeg, S. J. Thompson; Brandon, H. 
Nichol; Portage la Prairie, Jas. Bray ; 
Carberry, J. G. Barron. Representatives 
to the local fairs wil be appointed by the 
executive. 

The secretary called atttention to the 
grant which the association usually re¬ 
ceived from the Dominion Sheep and 
Swine Breeders’ Association. Owing to 
some misunderstanding it was not known 
last year that the grant would be given 
until too late to have prizes entered in 
the Winnipeg prize lists. He had, how¬ 
ever, received word from the secretary 
saying that they could count upon an 
annual grant of $100 and perhaps more. 
Mr. Graham then moved that an effort 
be made to secure the $100 that should 
have been given last year, as well as the 
grant for this year, as Manitoba breeders 
were paying considerable into the funds 
of the Dominion Association. The mat¬ 
ter was left in the hands of the executive. 
The programme of addresses was then 
taken up. 

Jas. Riddell, M..P.P, Rosebank, then 
read the following paper on : 

THE PRAIRIE WOLF AS AFFECTING THE 
SHEEP INDUSTRY. 

I have made this the subject of my pa¬ 
per for several reasons, because it is now 
so prominently in the minds of all en¬ 
gaged in sheep breeding; because I have 
already covered here and elsewhere, all 
the ground I can think of in conection 
with the care and management of sheep 
in this Province: and also because the 
discussion which I trust will follow, may 
be of use to the members of the Legis¬ 
lature at their next session, should this 
subject be brought before them. The ex¬ 
termination and total extinction of the 
wolf is, I think, an object the attainment 
of which should be desired and most 
strenuously urged by every man in Mani¬ 
toba having or taking any interest in the 
prosperity and growth of our Province. 
The wolf does not confine its ravages to 
the sheep-fold alone, he also attacks the 
pig pen, the hen roost, and even the cat¬ 
tle in the pasture, so that every person en¬ 
gaged in mixed farming is at the mercy 
of this relentless pest. 

I don't approach this subject from any 
interested point of view as a sheep breed¬ 
er, but as a farmer in the general sense 
of the term. Are we, the farmers, the 
only sufferers from the ravages of the 
wolves ? I say, no. You have only to 
ask any of our butchers or poultry deal¬ 
ers in Winnipeg or in any of the large 
towns of the Province, if they can get 
their supply of mutton, veal and poultry, 
to say nothing of eggs, within the Pro¬ 
vince, and to our discredit, you will get 
the reply.“No, we have to have a great 
deal, if not the larger part of these indis¬ 
pensable articles of diet, shipped in from 
the other Provinces, and some from the 
States.’’ Hence, the consumer who to a 
great extent lives in cities, towns and vil¬ 
lages, has to pay a higher price for these 
essential articles than he would for the 
home product. Speaking of the shipping 
in of mutton, I may mention the instance 
which occurred the other day, of Gal¬ 
lagher & Son shipping in GOO sheep from 
News Brunswick, therefore. I say, our 
city and town friends suffer alike from 
ihe ravages of the wolves, if not so direct 
as the farmer, they do so indirectly. It 
is therefore the duty of all alike to unite 
in the extermination of this sly, ravenous 
thief. 
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In looking up the history of legislation 
on this matter, not only in Manitoba and 
the Northwest Territories, but in several 
of the States to the South, (5f us, I find 
that in this Province the first Act in con¬ 
nection with the destruction of wolves 
was passed in 1891, which gave the muni¬ 
cipal councils power to enact by-laws and 
to fix a bounty. It would appear that 
this was unworkable owing to some coun¬ 
cils taking advantage of its powers, 
while neighboring councils did not, con¬ 
sequently where wolves were killed out¬ 
side the municipality in which the bounty 
was given, these were brought into the 
one where the by-law existed, justly 
causing a grievance. This was repealed 
in 1893, by an Act which made it com¬ 
pulsory for all rural municipalities to pay 
a bounty of $2.00 per head, provided not 
more than $300 be expended in any year 
for such purpose. This was again amend¬ 
ed one year later, by striking out the 
word rural, and bringing (I think, wise¬ 
ly) under the scope of the Act the mu- 


given in almost every one of the prairie 
States to the south. In the State of Ne¬ 
braska the following bounties are given. 
Every wolf, one dollar; every wild cat, 
one dollar ; every coyote, one dollar ; 
every otter, one dollar. No limit is 
placed on the extent of the payments. In 
the State of Minnesota the following is 
the law. “Every person who shall kill 
a fulll-grown wolf during the months of 
January, February, March, April and 
May, shall be entitled to a reward of 
$5.00; or cub wolf at any season of the 
year, $2.00; and any person who shall 
kill a full-grown wolf at any other sea¬ 
son of the year shall be entitled to a re¬ 
ward of $2.00.” 

In South Dakota there is no legisla¬ 
tive provision for bounty on the destruc¬ 
tion of wolves, but a strong delegation 
of sheep owners and stockmen propose 
waiting on the legislature of that State 
at the next session thereof, with the view 
of urging that a bounty be given. Pend¬ 
ing the accomplishment of this, these 


Nor'-West Farmer. The loss of sheep 
as disclosed in that statement is most 
alarming. The products of whole flocks 
have been taken in a single season, in 
many cases the percentage of loss runs 
from ten, twenty, to fifty per cent, of the 
increase. Invariably the cause given for 
such enormous losses is laid to the in¬ 
crease in the number of wolves. In an¬ 
swer to the question, “Have you had any 
sheep destroyed by wolves ?” two thirds 
of the answers give a ready “Yes,” while 
less than a quarter say “No,” and “these 
are the ones who, of course, do not keep 
sheep.” Some of the answers are, “Lots 
of them,” “ Some every year,” “ Two 
lambs in thirteen years,” “Have lost as 
high as fifteen and twenty in a season,” 
“For a number of years have lost more 
than half my lambs every year,” “I have 
had as many as thirty lambs killed by 
one wolf, at one time,” “Yes, all the pro¬ 
fit and more, consequently went out of 
the business,” “Only one, my neighbors 
many,” and one man, who must want to 



View on the Stock Farm of Jos. Lawrence & Sons, Clearwater, Man. 


nicipalities of cities and towns. And again 
at the last session (1898) the bounty was 
reduced to $1.00. In the face of such re¬ 
duction, it may seem strange that the re¬ 
turns to the Municipal Commissioner's 
Office for the year 1898 indicate, that 
during that year about double the num¬ 
ber were destroyed than the year previ¬ 
ous. The limit at the present time that 
any municipality can pay out in any one 
year is $300, making it possible, therefore, 
lor the destruction in any one municipa¬ 
lity in any one year of 300 wolves, but 
no more. Many municipalities paid out 
the statutory limit above mentioned early 
in the year, operating as a sort of estoppel 
against further destruction in the same 
year, proving to my mind the necessity 
of unlimiting the payment of the bounty. 

In the Northwest Territories the West¬ 
ern Stock Growers’ Association give, un¬ 
der certain regulations, the following 
bounties. For every bitch wolf over three 
months old. $10.00; for every dog wolf 
over three months, $3.00:for every pup 
wolf under three months old, $3.00. 
Bounty for the destruction of wolves is 


(See “ Among the Farmers ” in this issue.) 

stockmen and sheep owners formed them¬ 
selves into an association, and an assess¬ 
ment of five cents is to be levied on all 
cattle and one cent per head on all sheep. 
It is evident that these stockmen fully re¬ 
alize that stock raising is one of the chief 
industries of the State, and that they must 
be protected from the havoc of the wol¬ 
ves, which it is said are growing so thick 
in South Dakota that it is the universal 
opinion that some strenuous action is 
necessary to accomplish their extermina¬ 
tion. 

I am pleased to see the stand taken on 
this wolf bounty question, not only by 
our two able papers published in the in¬ 
terest of the farmers—“The Farmers’ Ad¬ 
vocate” and “The Nor’-West Farmer,” 
but also by nearly every paper published 
in the Province. These, without excep¬ 
tion, express the necessity of some strong 
measure being taken to reduce this bit¬ 
ter enemy. I presume the most of you 
will have noticed the startling and con¬ 
vincing information collected from sheep 
breeders from all over Manitoba, which 
appeared in the December number of the 


get even with some city sport, “More 
shot by city sports.” 

Over three quarters of the corespon¬ 
dents believe that an increase in the boun¬ 
ty would be an advantage, while only one- 
cighth are doubtful, and the balance don’t 
express an opinion. 

With the view of gaining fuller infor¬ 
mation on this subject for use on another 
occasion, from those engaged . in sheep 
and poultry raising, I inserted a letter 
in our local papers, asking an expression 
of opinion as to whether the wolf bounty 
should be increased or not, and what loss 
they sustained, if any, from wolves. In¬ 
variably the replies received in answer to 
this said, “Increase the bounty. By all 
means encourage the extermination of this 
pest, for we can keep neither sheep nor 
fowS.” One gentleman .writes me that 
he even put bells on his turkeys, but that 
did not protect them. Another that they 
had the audacity to kill a high priced ram 
bought from Premier Greenway, the pre¬ 
vious day. The Premier can have his re¬ 
venge by taking even a stronger stand, if 
that were possible, in favor of increasing 









110 


THE NOR’-WEST FARMER, FEBRUARY 20, 189!). 


the bounty, than he did last year. 

Mr. Cavers, of Clearwater, lost no less 
than one hundred and twenty-five sheep 
and lambs in 1896, 1897, 1898. 

Mr. Grassick, Pilot Mound, says :— 
“During the last two years 150 sheep 
does not cover my loss; within a radius 
of four miles four hundred sheep were 
kept a few years ago, while to-day there 
are not seventy-five. The destruction by 
wolves is the only cause.” 

John Renton, of Deloraine, says :—“I 
brought out pure bred Leicesters and 
Southdowns, averaging $20 each, lost 
half the lambs, sometimes killing three a 
day, not satisfied with that, killed ewes 
also.” 

I do not require to weary you here with 
facts you are so well acquainted with. I 
could keep you hours quoting such ex¬ 
tracts as the above from the numerous 
replies I have received. In my own dis¬ 
trict sheep have practically disappeared. 
Mr. Usher, one of the best of judges, 
and successful breeders, until the wolves 
got so plentiful, was compelled to sell to 
the butcher his entire flock of well-bred 
sheep. Have had myself as many as 
eight hundred at one time; even the at¬ 
tendance of a shepherd could not protect 
them; had made up my mind to clear out 
of them, but at the last moment reserved 
one hundred and sixty. In many of the 
replies are numerous instances of pigs 
being taken, and Mr. McKenzie, of Ste- 
phenfield, writes me that he had a year¬ 
ling heifer killed last fall. Evidence such 
as this, with more of the same character 
seen almost daily in our newspapers, 
should surely be a sufficient and convin¬ 
cing answer to the gentleman who stated 
at the last session of the Legislature that 
there were not one hundred farmers in 
the Province who wanted any bounty, 
and who even doubted the ability of a 
wolf to kill a sheep. 

It is an indisputable fact that sheep are 
of great value to the farmer. It requires 
no words of mine to emphasize this fact. 
Mr. John Renton, of Deloraine, writing 
me, says :—“It costs municipalities annu¬ 
ally large sums for weed inspectors, I am 
satisfied if there were more sheep kept 
there would be fewer weeds. Sheep are 
the best weed destroyer a farmer can have 
on his farm, they convert noxious weeds 
into good mutton and wool and enrich the 
soil. This I consider a question of im¬ 
portance to the farmers of the Province, 
and therefore every farmer should speak 
out on the prairie wolf question.” 

It has been proven that Manitoba is 
favorable to sheep farming in every way, 
being freer from disease than anywhere I 
know of. I say it with regret, sheep farm¬ 
ing in Manitoba is on the wane, it will 
not only become an unprofitable, but 1 
say an impossible industry if some mighty 
effort is not made to exterminate the 
wolf. 

Of course it will be expected, before 
closing this paper, that I suggest some 
remedy for this increasing evil. With a 
higher bounty, the greater the slaughter, 
provided the payment be not' 1 limited. 
Therefore, I say, increase the bounty and 
leave the payment unlimited. 

If time permits, I would like you to 
fully discuss this subject, a resolution 
suggesting the changes you desire on the 
present Act, from such a large and in¬ 
fluential gathering of the principal sheep- 
breeders of the Province may be useful 
elsewhere. 

S. J. Thompson said he suffered more 
from sporting dogs than from wolves. 
He endorsed the position taken by Mr. 
Riddell and hoped that the farmers would 
urge upon their members in the Legisla¬ 
ture the need of taking action in this 
matter.. It was a difficult question to 
deal with, no doubt, and was made worse 
by the large areas of unoccupied land 
and this year the intense cold had brought 


into the settled portions a great increase 
of wolves from these unoccupied! dis¬ 
tricts. Having come in they may not go 
away again. 

C. W. Peterson, Deputy Commisssion- 
er of Agriculture, Regina, being called 
upon, said the wolf question was a trou¬ 
blesome one to deal with. He thought 
the sheep raisers should be called upon to 
assist in exterminating the wolf and that 
the government should not have to do 
it all. In the Territories the money for 
wolf bounty was raised by a levy on cat¬ 
tle and sheep, similar to the way it is done 
in Montana. The government did not 
assist. He thought there was some dan¬ 
ger with an unlimited bounty, as some of 
the States to the south had found to their 
cost. 

A lively discussion followed, in which 
it was pointed out that if the bounty was 
too high it would induce unscrupulous 
persons to begin breeding wolves for the 
sake of the bounty. It was explained that 
the present Act limits the amount paid 
as wolf bounty in any municipality to 
$300, one-half being paid by the munici¬ 
pality and the other half by the govern¬ 
ment. It was then asked, why not let 
each municipality pay the full amount at 
once, instead of the government levying 
back on each municipality the next year 
for the other half ? It was explained that 
it the whole bounty was left to be paid by 
each municipality, the burden would fall 
heavily on a few, while others would have 
but little to pay. To equalize this, one- 
half of the bounty was paid by the muni¬ 
cipality, the other half was divided by the 
government over every municipality, 
town and city in the Province, and thus 
those districts not infested with wolves 
were made to bear a share of the bur¬ 
den of protection. This is only right, 
if the people of the cities like mutton, 
they should be willing to pay their share 
for protecting it. It was also explained 
that by asking that the bounty be unli¬ 
mited, it was not meant that the amount 
per head should be unlimited, but that 
the limit of $300 in any one year, should 
be done away with and that there should 
be no limit to the amount paid out in 
bounty, or in other words, that there be 
funds enough to pay for every wolf killed 
at whatever the rate per head was fixed 
at. 

To bring the discussion to a head, and 
to obtain an expression of opinion from 
the members present that could be made 
use of by those seeking to secure better 
legislation on this subject, George Har- 
court, of The Nor’-West Farmer, moved 
and O. W. Bailey seconded, that in the 
opinion of this meeting the sheep indus¬ 
try of the Province needs more adequate 
protection from destruction by wolves 
and dogs than the present Wolf Bounty 
Act affords. We would, therefore, f re- 
commend the Government to make such 
changes in the Act as shall provide unli¬ 
mited funds for payment of the wolf boun¬ 
ty, that the bounty be increased, and that 
dogs bie taxed and the funds so raised be 
applied on the wolf bounty. 

It was moved in amendment that the 
clause referring to taxing dogs be struck 
out. The amendment was lost and the 
original motion was carried. 

The next paper was one given by Jars. 
Yule, manager of the Prairie Home Stock 
Farm, Crystal City, on 

A SATISFACTORY PIGGERY FOR 
MANITOBA. 

I think you have chosen for me rather 
?. difficult subject, and one which could be 
treated more successfully by many of the 
breeders before me, who have had more 
experience in Manitoba than I have had. 
During the past summer we built a pig¬ 
gery at the Prairie Home which is prov¬ 
ing very satisfactory and convenient. The 


Marchmont Stock Farm. 



SCOTCH-BRED 

SHORTHORNS 

12 Young Bulls for Sale 

At moderate prices. Also BERKSHIRE PIGS. 
TELEPHONE I004B. 

W. S. LISTER, Middlechurch P. 0 -, 

(7 miles North of Winnipeg.) 

J. E. SMITH. 



J. E. Smith has for sale a number of the very 
choicest Clydesdale Stallions and Mares, Shorthorn 
and Hereford Bulls, Shorthorn Cows and Heifers. 
All animals registered. Stock right. Prices right 
and no reserve 

J. E. SMITH, Box 274, Brandon, Man. 


Excelsior Stock & Dairy Farm. 

The larpngjst prize-winning herds in Canada, $1,800 
in prizes tale year. Willi deliver FREE one car ol 
stock to any part in the Northwest Territories 

The following stock for sale: 

GUERNSEYS— Three bulls 
and six females. 

SHORTHORNS — Three 
bulls. 

SWINE — Chester Whites, 
show and breeding stock from 
two months to four years 
Duroc Jersey, 70 head from 
our Sweepstake herd. Tam- 
worth — 50 head any age 
Several prize winners for sale 

Any other breed of stock se¬ 
lected and delivered in the 

Northwest at the lowest possible cost in order to 
make up a carload. 

Terms—50^ with order, balance upon delivery. 

Reference—Mr. C. M. Richardson, Eastern Repre¬ 
sentative of The Nor’-West Farmer. 

W.Butler & Sons, Props., Dereham Centre, Ont 

W. E. BUTTER, B.S.A., Manager. 



PLAIN VIEW STOCK FARM 

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MAN. 



The home of Shorthorns, 
Cots wolds and Berkshires. 
Watch this stock for some¬ 
thing good. 

F. W. BROWN, Prop. 


c TORRANTF 

VETERINARY SURGEON 

Graduate of McGill University. Diseases of ani¬ 
mals treated scientifically. Surgical and dental 
operations a specialty. 

Office: S14 James St., Winnipeg. 

Telephone 296. 


Shorthorn Bulls 


FOR SATE. — The 18 
months’ old Shorthorn 
Bull, Royal Victor (27592) 
winner of first and sweepstakes at Belmont fair 
this year. Also 6 months’ old Argyle Champion 
(28048). Both dark red. 

2473 W. MABON, Roseberry P.O., Man. 


When writing;, mention The Farmer. 
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piggery is laid out very similar to the one 
at the Ontario Agricultural College, 
Guelnh, Ont. While it is true that one 
must study out for himself the style ol 
piggery that will be most satisfactory, 
yet I do not think I can do better than 
give you a description of the building. 

Before commencing to build it is most 
important that the best site be chosen. 
We selected one just west of the main 
building, where the land is fairly high and 
with good natural drainage. Another 
most important consideration was that it 
would be very convenient to water, for 
pigs will not thrive where there is a scar¬ 
city of water, especially when they are fed 
exclusively on a grain ration. There is 
also plenty of room surrounding the 
building for yards, as we like to give our 
breeding sows considerable exercise. 

The piggery is 32x80 ft. in size, built on 
a stone foundation; the studdmp- is 14 ft, 
so as to give plenty of room above for 
storing straw. Outside the Studding a 
layer of half-inch lumber was run on, j 
then a course of building paper, and fin¬ 
ished on the outside with .wing. The 
inside at present is finished with ship 
lap, the space between the studding is j 


joined together but left free from the ce¬ 
ment so that the whole floor can be easily 
moved for cleaning out. The cement 
makes a clean, sweet-smelling floor, and 
when it is put down in a proper manner 
I prefer it to any other. The troughs run 
the whole length of each pen. The front 
of each pen is detached and hung on 
hinges so that it can swing back behind 
the trough when feeding. As soon as the 
feed is put in the trough we raise the bar 
and the front swings back to its place. 
This is a very convenient arrangement 
for keeping the pigs away from the 
trough while you are feeding. The build¬ 
ing is ventilated by two upright shafts 
in the centre, which project through the 
roof. 

There is a window opposite each pen, 
hung on hinges, so that it can be opened 
in warm weather. I consider light very 
essential to the health of the pigs, and the 
more of it we can get in the better. The 
water is supplied from a tank in the main 
barn and is conducted in iron pipes which 
are laid so that they can be drained off: 
when the water is not running. The large 
loft is always well filled with straw. There 
is nothing which a pig enjoys more than 


into a good marketable product so quick¬ 
ly and so profitably as the hog; and, in 
Manitoba, where there is an abundance of 
grain almost going to waste, there is 
surely room for an increase in the num¬ 
ber of hogs kept. 

Mr. Bedford asked why grouting was 
put in between the studding, and was told 
that the object was to keep out the wind. 
When the extra lining of lumber is put 
on inside, Mr. Yule thought the building 
would be complete. 

Mr. Nichol thought the building ex¬ 
pensive—four thicknesses of lumber. 

F. W. Brown did not think so, while 
Mr. Yule contended that no building 
would pay for itself so quickly as a well 
built piggery. 

Professor J. A. Craig spoke of the pre¬ 
sence of moisture in so many buildings 
and attributed it to the lack of sufficient 
ventilation. He had always found that a 
certain cure for it. In his experience he 
had found nothing better than a good 
floor for keeping hogs right on their legs. 

- He advocated a wooden floor for the feed¬ 
ing pen. He was strongly in favor of a 
water bath for hogs during hot weather. 
A hog sweats through its mouth and at 



View on the Farm of Jacob Siemens, Rosenfeld, Man. 

(See “Among the Farmers” in this issue.) 


filled with grouting. 

The grout was not put in with the in¬ 
tention of keeping out the frost, but only 
to keep the building solid. Considerable 
moisture collects on the walls inside and 
it is our intention to put on strips and 
sheet it up again inside with a layer of 
paper underneath, thus leaving a dead air 
space, then I think we will have a build¬ 
ing which will be dry and frost proof. 
Such a wall is fairly expensive and many 
might prefer a cheaper one. I have 
found, however, that the frost in Manito¬ 
ba is very penetrating, and it certainly 
pays to keep the pigs comfortable. I 
must say that our pigs have done very 
well so far, five sows have farrowed since 
the 1st of January, and all are doing fairly 
well; while out of 130 pigs in the pig¬ 
gery not one is off his feet or feed. 

A passage of 8 ft. wide runs the entire 
length of the building; on each side of 
the passage is a row of pens, those for 
the fattening hogs being 11x12 ft. in size, 
and those for the brood sows, 8 x 10 ft. 
The floor is cement throughout and the 
troughs also. The back half of each pen 
is raised six inches by a plank floor for 
the pigs to sleep on, as the cement is ra¬ 
ther damp and 1 cold. The planks are 


a clean fresh bed of straw, and if it has to 
be carried in from the outside on a stormy 
day, when they have the greatest need of 
it, they will likely have to go without 
bedding. 

The feed room is not finished yet, but 
we intend to have it large, convenient 
and well supplied with meal bins, a new 
cooker, to steam the food has also been 
ordered and other improvements will be 
made. 

Before closing, I might just say that in 
my experience, while a good piggery is 
very important, care and good manage¬ 
ment are even more essential to successful 
hog raising. A man with a poor, cheaply 
constructed piggery, but who feeds regu¬ 
larly and often, and supplies his pigs with 
plenty of clean straw, is certain to come 
out ahead of the man who has a first- 
class piggery but who neglects his pigs. 
During the last five years great changes 
have, been made in the hog raising indus¬ 
try, then, it took over a year to mature a 
hog for the market, but now it must be 
done in seven or eight months, if we arc 
to have any profit. A pig, to give the 
best results, must be fed often and no 
more than it will eat up clean. No class 
of farm animal can turn our coarse grains 


the pores on the legs above the fetlocks, 
he thus has nothing to keep his skin 
clean and does. so by covering himself 
with water or mud, which cools him, and 
then he rubs it off. He never had hogs 
make such gains as a bunch did this past 
summer that had access to water and wil¬ 
low bushes for shade and to rub against. 
He said the hogs enjoyed a wash in the 
water immensely, and he believed they 
made greater gains in consequence. 

HOG STATISTICS. 

This was the subject of an excellent 
paper by Hugh McKellar, chief clerk of 
the Department of Agriculture. It is on¬ 
ly a few years since the first statistics re¬ 
garding the hog industry were collected, 
but such, figures as have been collected' 
only show the number of animals in the 
Province, and give no idea of the number 
of hogs raised and eaten on the farms ot 
Manitoba. From careful inquiry among 
the farmers he estimated that the average 
family would consist of five persons and 
that each family would require on an ave¬ 
rage three hogs. This gave the basis for 
some of the figures in the following table, 
the number of hogs sold being obtained 
from the packers :— 
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Hog Statistics. 


YEAR. 

Farmers in 
Province. 

Hogs on the 
Assessment 
Roll. 

HOGS CONSUMED. 

By— 

Farmers. 

By— 

Packers. 

For— 
Export. 

Total. 

1893. . 

23.000 

50,750 

69.000 

10 000 


79,000 

1894 . . 

25,000 

68,387 

75.000 

15 0- 0 

8,000 

98.000 

1895 . . 

26,000 

59.457 

78,010 

20,000 

10,000 

108,000 

1896 . . 

27,000 

72,562 

81,000 

22,000 

3,834 

i06,834 

1897 . . 

29 000 

74,944 

87,000 

25.UU0 

12,500 

124,500 

1898 . . 

32,000 

69,648 

96,000 

18 000 

5,100 

119,100 


Although so many hogs are raised by 
the farmers of Manitoba, there is room 
for many more, as the packing houses 
cannot get enough to meet the demands 
of the mining regions to the west, but 
have toi import hogs from Ontario and 
the United States. This brought to a 
close one of the most successful conven¬ 
tions ever held by the association. Sev¬ 
eral good papers were not given, but will 
appear in the annual report. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

PURE BRED CATTLE BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 

The eighth annual convention of this 
association was one of the best, if not the 
best, ever held. In the absence of the 
president, James Bray, through sickness 
in his family, the chair was occupied by 
the vice-president, Angus McKay, of 
Indian Head. The president's address 
was read by the secretary,. In it he re¬ 
ferred to the great demand there had been 
during the past year for all classes of pure 
bred stock and especially in British Co¬ 
lumbia and Alberta. The ranchmen liked 
Manitoba cattle because they were more 
readily acclimatized and were hardier than 
cattle from the east. He was proud of 
the success that our breeders had attained 
and of the very creditable display they 
made at the last Industrial at Winnipeg. 

The secretary, G. H. Greig, in his re¬ 
port, referred to the steady progress the 
association had made and the influence it 
had had on the local and larger shows 
through its representatives, in improving 
the prize lists. The membership was the 
largest during the past year than it had 
ever been. A handsome diploma was of¬ 
fered by the association for the best pure 
bred bull of any two beef breeds and also 
any two dairy breeds, at the local shows. 
Of these diplomas, 38 were sent out as 
follows :—18 to Shorthorns, 4 to Here- 
fords, 4 to Polled Angus, 1 to Galloways, 
4 to Jerseys, 5 to Ayrshires, and two to 
Holsteins. Reference was made to the 

action of the N.W. Territorial govern¬ 
ment in paying all but $5.00 of the 

freight on pure bred animals brought in 
by the carload. The present arrangement 
of bringing cattle in applied only to car¬ 
loads, and thus discriminated against Ma¬ 
nitoba stock. The financial statement 

showed a balance on hand of $133.17. 

Officers for 1899. — President, Walter 
Lynch, Westboume; Vice-President for 
N.W.T., James Peaker, Yorkton, Assa. ; 
1st Vice-President, Andrew Graham, Po¬ 
meroy; 2nd Vice-President, F. W. Brown, 
Portage la Prairie; Sec.-Treas., Geo. II. 
Greig, Winnipeg. 

Directors.—Shorthorns—Hon.T. Green¬ 
way, Crystal City; Herefords—Wm. Shar- 
man, Souris; Polled Angus—W. Clifford, 
Austin ; Galloways—Wm. M'artin, Win¬ 
nipeg ; Jerseys—D. Munroe, Winnipeg ; 
Holsteins—J. Glennie, Arden; Ayrshires, 
George Steele, Glenboro. 

Additional Directors—Messrs. J. Bray, 
W. S. Lister and J. G. Barron. 

Auditors—H. McKellar, R. Waugh. 

Representative to Winnipeg Exhibi¬ 
tion —J. G. Barron. 


A diiscussioir was then begun about 
pure bred stock for the Territories and 
freight rates. C. W. Peterson, Deputy 
Commissioner of Agriculture for the Ter¬ 
ritories, was present, and explained that 
the arrangements were made with the On¬ 
tario breeders for bringing pure bred 
stock to the west because they had the 
facilities for collecting stock from indivi¬ 
duals and shipping it in car lots to the 
wiest. The Territorial Government did 
not wish to discriminate against Manito¬ 
ba breeders, but as the Government could 
not undertake the work of collecting stock 
they had made arrangements with the 
Ontario breeders. When the secretary 
wrote him asking if the same privileges 
and terms would be given to Manitoba 
stock, he replied that it would, for he lje- 
lieved that the breeders of the Territories 
preferred Manitoba stock if they could 
get them without too much expense. He 
spoke of the advisability of Manitoba 
breeders of Manitoba taking united action 
in this matter and making arrangements 
for shipping cattle in car lots. Mr. Gra¬ 
ham said he was one of a committee to 
see the C.P.R. about getting rates for a 
car collected at different points and it 
could be done. The matter was finally 
left for the executive committee to make 
the necessary arrangements. 

S. A. Bedford then gave the following 
paper on 

BARN BUILDING SUITABLE FOR 
MANITOBA. 

I have been requested to prepare a short 
paper on Barn Building Suitable for Ma¬ 
nitoba I do not purpose treating the 
subject exhaustively,but will simply throw 
out a few suggestions, which I trust will 
encourage discussion and draw out some 

useful ideas regarding this important 
subject. A very large number of farmers 
throughout the Province are making pre¬ 
parations to build and it is very important 
that they should decide on the most suit¬ 
able plans for this country. 

One of the first points to decide on is 
the style of building to be erected, as the 
selecting of the site will depend largely 
on this. While there may be some ob¬ 
jections from a sanitary point of view to 
a badly built stone basement barn, I feel 
confident that if properly built they are 
the most suitable kind for the majority of 
farmers and for the following reasons :— 
Having nearly all the woodwork above 
ground moisture they are very enduring. 
They are warm in winter and cool in 
summer, and if properly ventilated and 
lighted, are healthy. A large quantity of 
food can be drawn in and stored during 
fine weather, and being above the cattle 
can be fed with the minimum amount of 
labor. 

Other advantages in a bank barn are 
the excellent accommodation they pro¬ 
vide for silos, for the storing of roots 
free of frost, the readiness with which 
they can be adapted to labor saving ma¬ 
chinery such as hay slings, straw cutters, 
etc., and the opportunity they give farm¬ 
ers to use up such waste products as 
chaff and straw to the best advantage. 

Selection of Site.—Having decided on 
the style of barn to be built, the next con¬ 
sideration is the selection of a suitable 
site. It should in the first place be suffi¬ 
ciently near the dwelling house to be 
easy of access and at the same time not 
near enough for the odors of the barn 
yard to prove a nuisance, possibly 500 ft. 
is about right. The site should be on an 
elevation sufficiently high to afford good 
drainage, for nothing is so disastrous to 
a stone wall as a badly drained founda¬ 
tion. There should 1 , if possible, be a slope 
of one in ten in front of the building, and 
the drive ways in the rear should be at 
least one in five. It is very unwise to 
place any building in a depression, it is 
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Rams and ewes from the most fashionable import¬ 
ed blood. Inspection invited. For full particulars 
apply 

2236 Box 483, Brandon, Man. 
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2260 THOS. GREENWAY, Prop. 


Choice Young Bulls for Sale. 



Sired by TOPSMAN, the champion Short¬ 
horn Bull at Winnipeg in 1897, and STAN¬ 
LEY 6th. 


Anyone wishing to obtain a bull posses¬ 
sing individual merit and of high breeding 
can make no mistake in writing 
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for spring PIGS, and guaranteed to 
satisfy. 

WM. KITSON, 

»-Burnside, Man. 
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much easier to grade up an approach to a 
building, if found too high, than it is to 
raise the building if the location or walls 
are too low. Another objection to a de¬ 
pression, especially on the open prairie, 
is that snowi readily drifts into it and 
causes endless work and annoyance dur¬ 
ing the winter months. 

Water.—If possible the buildings should 
be situated convenient to a supply of 
pure water, for it is a great saving of 
time and money to be able to utilize the 
one wind mill for pumping water as well 
as crushing grain, cutting chaff,etc. Water 
generally runs in narrow veins and an ex¬ 
cellent plan is to sink a number of test 
holes before fixing on a site. This can 
best be done with a two inch auger fas¬ 
tened to a long square iron rod', of course 
if it should be found impossible to secure 
a suitable site convenient to water the 
difficulty can be overcome by placing a 
small windmill at the source of supply and 
forcing water to the building. 

The Size of the Barn will of course de¬ 
pend largely on the requirements and 
means of the owner, but we must re¬ 
member that a fairly large barn can be 
built for a comparatively less sum than a 
small one, and that in this country of rap¬ 
id development the herds of stock are sure 
to increase in size as well as in numbers. 

Height of Stone Basement.—Perhaps 
more mistakes have been made in base¬ 
ments than in any other part of the build¬ 
ing, starting without any definite idea as 
to the proper height and the amount of 
stone required. The average farmer finds, 
himself running out of stone, or is ap¬ 
palled at the apparent height of the wall 
and stops the mason work much too 
soon, with, the result that the ceiling is 
low and the stable dark and unhealthy, 
and all woodwork is kept damp and soon 
rots. Many minor errors can be readily 
corrected, but it is impossible to remedy 
a low basement when once built. From 
nine to ten feet in the clear between the 
floor of the basement and the ceiling joists 
is abbut right. In estimating the height 
of wall do not forget to allow for floor 
and stall timbers. The stone wall should 
be two feet thick above the surface of the 
ground in front of the barn, and the foot¬ 
ings can with advantage be made 2J feet 
thick. A drain pipe should run all around 
the inside of the wall with its upper edge 
at least as low as the bottom of the wall, 
and if a little lower, all the better. 

Light..—As a rule too little light is 
given in the average bank barn. Many 
have the impression that windows greatly 
reduce the temperature, whereas if double 
ones are used in winter, they are about 
as air tight as the stone wall and the ad¬ 
vantage of abundance of light from a san¬ 
itary point of view is well known. We 
have found that there should be at least 
one window for each passage way. At 
Brandon double this number, or one for 
each row of stalls, is not found too many. 
Our windows are in two halves, so as to 
afford additional ventilation in summer, 
for the same reason the doors should also 
be made in two separate halves. 

The Laying Out of the stalls will de¬ 
pend on the class of cattle kept, if these 
are principally breeding stock the space 
can best be utilized by having the passage 
ways running crosswise of the barn, this 
plan allows the stalls being made to suit 
the varying ages of the stock and econo¬ 
mises space. But where the stock is com¬ 
posed of feeding steers exclusively, the 
passage ways can run lengthwise of the 
building, and if care is used in laying out 
the width all the space will be used to ad¬ 
vantage. Stone, block or plank can' be 
used for stall floors, but in any case good 
wide watertight gutters should be placed 
behind each animal. This precaution will 
greatly assist in keeping the animals clean 
and comfortable. When the animals are 


tied up with chains it is usual to make the 
stalls 5 ft. long for yearlings, 6 ft. for 2- 
year-olds, and 6J ft. for large cows. With 
stanchions, 6 inches less will suffice. 

Ventilation.-—One of the most difficult 
problems in connection with barn build¬ 
ing in this climate is to provide ventila¬ 
tion sufficient to keep the air pure in the 
stable, without unduly reducing the tem¬ 
perature. On the Experimental Farm we 
have obtained the best results from the 
combination of horizontal and perpendic¬ 
ular air shafts. The side ventilation is ob¬ 
tained through transom windows over 
each door, which are hinged at the bot¬ 
tom and opened and closed by means of 
transom lifters. These are easily worked 
from the floor. The upright ventilators 
are equal in number to the transoms and 
are placed just inside of the studdings and 
pass through the roof a foot or so above 
the eaves. By hinging the transom at the 
lower edges the air is carried well into 
the building before settling on the cattle 
and there is no direct draft to injure 
them. 

Superstructure.—We will now consider 
the superstructure, which of course should 
be all of good, sound timber, and will 
vary in height, according to the size 
of the building and the amount of 
storage required. Generaally the posts 
are from 14 to 18 ft. long, the lower 
beams 8 to 10 inches square and the upper 
timbers from 6 to 8 inches. At the Ex¬ 
perimental Farm, where the material had 
to be purchased, it was found more econ¬ 
omical to use 2 and 3 inch planks for 
nearly all the upper timbers, the structure 
can then be well braced from every dir¬ 
ection without increasing the weight very 
materially. Great care and close figuring 
is required in arranging the bents of the 
superstructure so that the posts will not 
interfere with the best arrangement of the 
stalls in the basement. To prevent mois¬ 
ture from the basement injuring fodder, 
all floors in the upper story should be 
double, with tar paper between. 

Sheeting.—-White pine makes the best 
and when put on perpendicularly will last 
much longer than when placed horizon¬ 
tally. 

Conclusions.—If you have not already a 
comfortable barn, plan to have one as 
soon as you can afford it, and in the 
meantime collect sand, stone and other 
material, and also inspect all the good 
buildings possible, taking notes on their 
advantages and deficiencies, but rest as¬ 
sured that with all your care you will 
make some mistakes. 

It provoked a lively discussion. Ce¬ 
ment floor coming in for the best of it. 
F. W. Brown, Portage la Prairie, spoke 
very strongly in favor of them as being 
the cleanest and nicest floor for cattle. 
For pigs the general opinion seemed to 
be that cement floors were too cold and 
the sleeping place should be floored with 
plank. 

CORN GROWING. 

D. Munro’s talk on corn growing was 
enjoyed by all. He speaks from seven 
years’ actual experience in growing corn. 
He thought the subject one of the most 
important before the cattle breeders at 
this convention. Many farmers think 
that on account of our short season it is 
impossible to grow corn successfully, 
but the experience of S. A. Bedford, at 
Brandon, and numbers of others goes to 
show that if the smaller varieties of corn 
are chosen very successful crops can be 
raised. The best success in growing corn 
is not attained: in those States given over 
to corn growing as Manitoba is given 
over to wheat growing, but it is in those 
States where mixed farming is carried on 
and a smaller area of corn is grown, that 
the largest yields of fodder corn are ob¬ 
tained. The silo was coming into use in 
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Are still to the Front. I am now booking orders for 
spring Pigs sired by my two noted boars “ Fitz Lee” 
(an 8001b. hog) and ‘‘General Booth,” and from a 
grand lot of sows of the choicest breeding. Two 
litters farrowed in January, and sows due to farrow 
every month. Unrelated pairs supplied. Corres¬ 
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J. A. McGILL, Neepawa, Man. 


r™ I The thorough bred 

| g I ^ Shire Stallion 

BLACKSMITH (No. 8796) 

Owned by the Rathwell Stud Horse Syndicate. Has 
taken 1st in his class at the Winnipeg Industrial for 
the last seven years. For further particulars apply to 

CHAS. ARCHER, Sec.-Treas., RATHWELL. 

BULLS Me N.W,T, 

Arrangements have been made by the Pure 
Bred Cattle Breeders’ Association whereby 
pure bred Bulls will be shipped from Mani¬ 
toba to the Territories under arrangement 
with the Territorial Government. Purchaser, 
will only have to pay $5 freight per head. 
Apply to Department of Agriculture, Regina, 
for conditions, etc. The first car will likely 
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looked after in transit. 

GEORGE H. GREIG, 

Secretary Pure Bred Cattle Breeders’ Association, 

Winnipeg, Man. 
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Manitoba and would be found a most ex- 
celent method of providing succulent food 
for stock in winter. 

In selecting a field it is not undesirable 
to take the oldest and dirtiest land on the 
farm for corn, as the cultivation given it 
will clean the land and furnish a crop at 
the same time. He had found a good 
piece of sod land give an excellent crop 
of corn. If manure is to be applied, draw 
it out in the winter and spread it. Har¬ 
row it as early in the spring as possible, 
then plow when the land is ready and har¬ 
row immediately after to retain the mois¬ 
ture. Continue the harrowing as frequent¬ 
ly as possible before planting the corn 
and afterwards, the object being to kill 
weeds and preserve moisture. If the har¬ 
rowing is well done, by the time the corn 
is six or eight inches high the weeds 
should be pretty well killed and work 
with the horse cultivator and by hand will 
then be very light. This is a most im¬ 
portant point in our short busy summers. 
Cultivation with the horse cultivator 
should be shallow and no soil thrown 
against the com. 

The best soil is a warm sandy loam, 
but corn will do well on any soil. The 
seed is an important point. He had tried 
some 10 or 15 different varieties, but 
found that the big ones were unsuited to 
this climate. He thought the North Da¬ 
kota Flint most suited to our climate and 
our needs as a fodder corn. It is not a 
dent corn, and he was doubtful if any 
dent variety would do well here. The 
flint varieties have all more or less round¬ 
ed kernels, while the horse tooth varie¬ 
ties have the tops dented, are long and 
narrow, and a much softer corn. 

The early varieties that will mature be¬ 
fore frost comes are the best varieties to 
grow here as they contain the most feed, 
while the larger varieties contain too 
much water. 

Planting broadcast he condemned as 
being very undesirable, it was useless as 
a cleaning crop, and though it looked like 
a large crop there was much less actual 
food in it than in an apparently smaller 
crop in drills. Corn should not be plant¬ 
ed too early nor yet too late, about the 
15th to 20th of May was a good time. 
He sowed his with a grain drill, in a fine 
seed bed, about 3 inches deep, so as to get 
sufficient moisture and thus ensure a 
quick germination. By testing the drill 
on a piece of hard road' it can be set to 
drop a grain every 6 to 8 inches. This 
will be thick enough for the stalks to 
grow in the row for best results. 

He found the North Dakota Flint grew 
from 6 to 7 feet high and was very heav¬ 
ily eared, it also stooled well. He cut his 
with an open end binder, one row at a 
time, and thought it was the best way, 
because it saved labor in a busy time on 
a wheat farm and if not going into a silo 
was ready to stook and dry. 

He had found corn quite equal to a 
fallow for cleaning the land, and has had 
some good crops of wheat on corn land. 
The corn stubble is not in the way and he 
sowed the land the following spring with¬ 
out plowing it, only going over it with a 
cultivator. Corn was not a balanced ra¬ 
tion, but fed with bran and sheaf oats 
it had given him excellent returns. With 
corn, cattle and manure it was possible 
for the Manitoba farmer to reach a high 
standard of attainment. 

, A lively discussion followed, in which 
Mr. Bedford stated that he had had most 
excellent results from growing corn. 

The following paper, prepared by Wal¬ 
ter Lynch, Westbourne, was not read at 
the meeting owing to lack of time, but 
we give it here :—- 

HOW CAN WE PRODUCE THE EXPORT 
STEER ? 

When your committee asked me for a 
paper on this subject they gave me an 


easy job, but I have set myself a far hard¬ 
er task in trying to consider how we can 
produce him at a profit. If I were to 
simply answer your question, I would say 
get calves and give them plenty of good 
food and attendance and in time some of 
them will grow into steers fit for export. 
Of course they may and probably will 
cost you a good deal more than they will 
sell for, but that is outside the record. 
Besides, this part of my paper - is for those 
who have money to lose in some way, 
and I do not know of any easier or more 
certain way of losing it, in legitable busi¬ 
ness, than by handling Haphazard cattle 
in a haphazard way. It beats poker out 
of sight and is not open to the charge ol 
being a game of chance. There is no 
chance about it, but as these men do not 
need any advice from me, I will cut this 
part short and address myself to those 
who, like myself, have to get their bread 
and butter out of their business. I do 
not believe, I never have believed, that 
meat of any kind can be produced as a 
separate industry. At present prices I 
have seen it proved, theoretically, a thou¬ 
sand times, that it can, but every time I 
have seen it so proved, I have been more 
firmly convinced that it can not be done. 

What I mean is that the steer that gives 
no return except his beef values will not 
pay the cost of production on land worth 
$15.00 or even $10.00 an acre, or on land 
where the rent and taxes amount to $1.00 
a year (I am referring to wild land), just 
the same as a pig will not make a profit 
if fed entirely on marketable grain at fair 
prices. Then how are we to get him 
I think I see three ways of doing it, but 
each of them has its disadvantages. The 
first way is to steal him, as nearly fit for 
the market as possible. The second way 
is to raise him at some other person’s ex¬ 
pense; and the third way is to raise him 
ourselves in connection with other indus¬ 
tries, sometimes called “mixed farming.” 

The first way is the easiest as well as 
the most ancient and was till quite recent¬ 
ly thought the most gentlemanly way of 
“raising cattle.” But it has several dis¬ 
advantages. The stealee does not take 
kindly to the operation and sometimes 
makes trouble about it, either at the time 
or afterwards. But even a greater dis¬ 
advantage is the difficulty of finding cat¬ 
tle that an honest man can steal without 
forfeiting his self-respect, for there are 
terrible lots of cattle that are not only a 
disgrace to their owners, but would be 
even a greater disgrace to the man that 
stole them. 

The second way is “raising them at 
some other person’s expense.” There are 
several ways of doing this, one of them 
was well illustrated when Sandy told Ton¬ 
al that “Dugal’ was in gaol for stealing a 
coo.” “Stealing a coo ?” said; Tonal, 
“what for ta fool will not pocht ta coo, 
and not pay for her,” but as this way is 
a little worse than stealing her, we will 
not consider, it. What I had in view 
when I spoke of raising them at some 
other person's expense, was the large 
amount of vacant lands in some parts of 
this country .where a man may graze his cat¬ 
tle and cut hay for them free of expense, 
or nearly so. Here a good' lively theorist 
can figure out fortunes that dwarf the 
Yukon gold finders into pigmies. We will 
figure on it later on. But I just want to 
stop here to say that I believe the first 
step toward a systematic production of 
first-class steers for export, either dead 
or alive, will be taken when the older and 
more expensive land that is now devoted 
entirely to wheat growing shall have 
struck work—when its fertility is so far 
exhausted that wheat-growing alone will 
not be profitable. That time is probably 
much nearer than many of us anticipate. 
Then the wheat grower will try how 
much manure he can make, instead of, as 
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now, how much he can destroy, and if 
he has not carried the exhausting process 
too far, will grow coarse grains for the 
purpose of feeding to make manure,which 
will then have a cash value and which he 
will count on as a part of his profit in 
feeding. For this purpose he will go to 
the ranges and buy steers at 30 months 
old to finish for export at 3 years. He 
wil need to have good well bred cattle, 
for he cannot afford to feed poor ones 
and the ranchmen will not only have to 
breed a little better but he will also have 
to feed a little better, for the first year at 
least, and furnish a steer weighing 1200 
lbs. off the grass at 30 months. For this 
the farmer will have to pay 3 cents per 
pound and finish him to 1500 lbs., at 4£c. 
per lb. That, with the manure, will be a 
fair profit, no more. How will the ranch¬ 
man on free land come out on such a 
deal ? Let us see. The cow to produce 
a steer of that kind must be a good one 
and suited for the purpose and at 3-yrs.- 
old will be worth as much as a steer at 30 
months, $30.00. He must get interest on 
1 bat investment, a fair allowance for de¬ 
preciation in value and insurance, service 
of bull, cost of keep, and 20 per cent, ad¬ 
ded for failure to breed one year out of 
five, which I figure out in this way :— 

Interest on cost of cow at 8 p.c.. . .$ 2 16 

Depreciation in value. 10 per cent.. 3 60 

Service of bull . 2 00 

Keep of cow and calf for one year, 
including grain for calf ... 12 00 

Insurance, say . 24 

$20 00 

Fc ilure to breed, 20 per cent. 4 00 

$24 00 

Less 20 per cent., of cost of winter¬ 
ing calf . 1 40 

Cost of steer at one year .$22 60 

Cost of keeping steer 18 months .. 6 00 

Insurance, say . 40 

Cost of steer at 30 months .$29 00 

Leaving the ranchman $7.00 for shelter 
;md profit. That is a fair profit, but no 
more. Still it probably beats the aver¬ 
age of the Klondike. If he has to sell 
for 2Jc- he would still have a profit of 
1.00, but if he had to pay $1.00 an acre 
in rent and taxes he would just be in the 
hole $8 or $14, according to whether he 
sold at 2$ or three cents a pound. 

These figures are for the snow belt, 
where cattle have to be fed and sheltered 
all winter, and they may not be absolute¬ 
ly correct, but I don’t think they are very 
I far out. If so, I expect to hear of it. On 
the ranges proper, further west, they may 
be raised a little cheaper, but the larger 
percentages of failure to breed will go a 
I vood way towards equalizing their cost. 

Then these wilder cattle will not feed as 
I well at first and will probably be worth a 
I little less to the feeder. I have figured 
I the increase in a domestic herd at 80 per 
I rent., but am told by good authorities 
I that 60 per cent, is more than the average 
I on the ranges. In fact I have heard 
I ranchmen say that if they could get good 
I year-olds at a fair price they would never 
I raise a calf. 

This is one case where figures and ex- 
I perience agree, and I want you to notice 
I particularly that it is the first year of the 
I steer’s life that knocks the profit off him, 

I for it is evident that if the steer on free 
I land costs $22.60 at one year old, he 
I would cost, on good wheat land, more at 
[ that age than he would be worth at 30 
months. Since writing the above, I have 
seen a report of an experiment by Prof. 
Shawi, of Minnesota, on the cost of rais¬ 
ing a steer on food's at their market value 
there. He charges only the actual value 
°f the food consumed and estimates the 
value of the manure to be equal to the‘ 


cost of straw for bedding, attendance and 
interest on investment, which in his case 
is not much, as he got his calves for no¬ 
thing, which is all very well for the man 
who gets them, but the man who gets no 
return from his cow but the calf will not 
get rich very rapidly in that way. He 
simply made the Professor a present of 
$15 on each calf, which in a stricter reck¬ 
oning would have to be added to the cost 
of the steer. The food for the Professor’s 
calves cost, for the first year, $15 each. 
My estimate makes the cost of the steer 
when dropped about $15, making the cost 
of the steer when a year old. $30, instead 
of $15, leaving a profit of $4 on the fin¬ 
ished steer instead of $19, and I believe 
these figures are not too high on land 
having even a low rental value, and even 
if w’e value the manure as high as the 
Profesor does. It may and probably will 
very soon be worth as much here, but at 
present most Manitoba farmers will dis¬ 
pute that valuation. 

This brings me to my third and last 
Way of producing this steer. “Raising 
him in connection with other industries.” 
I would say as part of a system of “mix¬ 
ed farming” only, I am thoroughly sick 
of hearing that expression, as I suppose 
most of you are, and as I do not wanjt to 
be responsible for any profanity, I call it 
something else, though in reality it means 
(he same thing. Evidently $30 is too 
much to pay for a year old steer. I do 
not see how we can reduce that cost, but 
we can offset it. We can do in this case 
what is done in all well regulated families, 
make the parents pay for the keep of the 
youngsters up to a certain age. But as 
is the case in too many families when the 
papa is a bit of a rake and will not sup¬ 
port his family-—the mother must. She 
must not only feed them up to a certain 
age, but during that time she must do 
something to provide him with a Christ¬ 
mas dinner. Now the cow that will pro¬ 
duce a steer suitable for feeding, is not 
one that will make 3 lbs. of butter a day 
for 400 days in the year. But we can cut 
that estimate a little. Suppose her to 
make one-third of that amount for hall 
the time, or 200 lbs. of butter a year and 
feed her calf, she has solved the problem 
—$25 for butter and $5 for feeding hei 
calf, andl we have him at a year old for 
nothing. But we must admit that such 
a cow will need and deserve a little extra 
feed, and we can give her a fair allowance 
and still have the calf at one year old for 
*10, Professor Shaw’s steers weighed 
nearly 700 lbs. at one year, which would 
make them cost only about 14c. a pound. 
The man who cannot take them at that 
price and finish them at a profit is beyond 
redemption and there is no use preaching 
to him. 

In my original estimate there is $2 put 
down for service of bull, but there is no 
reason for this on a well conducted farm. 
There is no earthly reason why a bull 
should not work every day. do something 
for the support of his family and be all 
the better for it. I said he is a bit of a 
rake, but that is because he has been 
taught no better. It would be as easy 
and a good deal safer to teach him to be 
a slave. 

Professor Shaw closes his paper by say¬ 
ing that farmers raising their steers need 
not fear the competition of range cattle. 
This paper would almost indicate danger 
to the ranchmen from the farmers, but it 
can only be done on a small scale, for on 
the farm half a dozen steers might be 
raised at a profit, where a dozen would be 
raised at a loss. I said early in this paper 
that a man could only afford to handle 
good cattle, and have gone on that basis 
throughout. Professor Shaw had pure 
bred Shorthorns, if he had had something 
better he would no doubt have made more 
money out of them. If any one wants to 



HOLSTEINS and 

YORKSHIRES 


Gretqui Montgomery Prince, 3 years, dam Gretqui. 
(2nd at Toronto Dairy Test, 1895); diploma Bull at 
Brandon, 1898: one 5 months Bull Calf. Yorkshires 
for spring delivery. Prices reasonable. 

A. B. POTTER, Montgomery, Aasa.'l 


Breeder and importer of 

SHORTHORN CATTLE. 

I have on hand some fine young 
stock of both sexes for sale, in¬ 
cluding Royal Duke (24640), a 
dark red, 3-year-old. Write for 
Phasing elsewhere. 2474. 


FOR SALE. 

I am now offering my 
stock Bull, BELVEDERE 
STOKE POGIS, for sale, 
also several young Bulls. 

Write for particulars. 

WM. MURRAY, 
2340 Dugald, Man. 


Ridgewood Stoc k Farm , Souris, Man, 

WM. SHARMAN, 

BREEDER OF 

High Class Herefords 

A few early Bull Calves for sale. 


John S. Robson, 

MANITOU, MAN 

Breeder of SHORTHORNS. 
Long established, reliable pedi¬ 
grees ; straight dealing always. 
Young stock of both sexes al¬ 
ways on hand. Write early if 
you want them. 2185 


JERSEY BULL 


FOR 

SALE 


No 50202. 2 years old in February. Solid color, 
black tongue and switch. Took 1st prize in Winni¬ 
peg as calf. 

H. R. KEYES, Midway, Man. 


WALNUT GROVE SHORTHORNS. 

We are offering five Bulls from 7 mos. to 2 yrs. of 
age. Stock Bulls (imp ) Warfare (56712) and (imp.) 
Royal George (17106), and Centennial Isabella, 
Scotland Yet (23375), also a few Heifers. 

A. & D. BROWN, Iona, Ont. 


EVERYBODY WANTS A STOCK JOURNAL 

To learn the best methods of breeding 
the best stock. 


Western Agriculturist 

and Cine Stock Journal. 


National circulation Special Departments for Draft 
and Coach Horses, Cattle, Sheep and Swine. 

No Stock Farmer can afford to do 
without it. Write for free, 
sample copy : it speaks 
for itself. 


Agents wanted in every neighborhood. Liberal 
Cash Commissions. Subscription 81.00 a year. 


Wh$n writing advertisers, kindly mention The 
Nor'-West Farmer. 
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find fault with these figures I hope it wi'.l 
be in the way of snowing th.it steers 
iatt lie raised cheaper and sold dearer, 
lie.t I would warn them beforehand that 
when people tails of making two point-s 
of uh at out i I one pound oi grain, or 
even making one pound of meat out of 
two t r th ee poi.it s ul grain they are a 
little ahei d of the average feeder and he 
is inclined to accept til such statements 
with a very small grain ol salt 

WEDNESDAY EVENING JOINT 
MEETING. 

C. W. Peterson. Deputy Commissioner 
of Agriculture lor the Territories, read an 
able paper on lac 1 nterdependenee ol the 
Cattle Industry mi the Earnt and Ranche | 
This paper was full of interest anj showe 1 
a full practicial acquaintance with his sub- 
iect. but we are compelled for I ick ol 
space to hold t over to a later issue. 

Mr. Jas. Glennie. Orange Ridge, then 
gave a very pithy an 1 humorous review 
( f the difficulties connected with the 
breeding and rearing el tile western dairy , 
row. He believes in the special purpose I 
cow. This paper must : Iso tie held over. 

Dr. J. C. Rutherford. M P.. ow.ug to 
his connection with the Mn"itoha Hotel 
fre. f'ilcd to present his subject. "Stable 
Hygiene.” with the tallness that he inten¬ 
ded, but gave the main features of the 
system < f veil i 1 ti it which h" found 
worked well in h's stable and for which 
he acknowledged his indebtedness to a 
green Eivlalimm Assuming th.t 'lie 
stable is built tight out u th to need arti¬ 
ficial ventilation, his -rent reliance is an 
automatic supply of fresh air by means of 



a U pipe underneath the wall at the floot 
level. The pij e may be of clay or iron, 
the doctor himself uses a wooden one for 
the purpose. As the complement i f this 
a time rr shaft of any kind is carried 
through the ceiling and from th t to the 
roof. The ventilation works most satis¬ 
factory if the ceiling is smooth—cither 
plaster or boards, and for the best results 
there should be a slight slope in it. so that 
tlie warm air rising will not obstructed 
on its wav to the bottom of th's ventiia- 
ti g shnf . To prevent undue rush of air 
a d; nmer is fixed inside the shaft and con 
trolled by a cor I below. The point is to 
have no more n'r going up the sh ift than 
•is cons s'ent with the comfort of the stock 
inside. If it is cold weather the damper 
is only kept Higlv'y open an I the inrush 
rf pure air from the outside through the 
p'pe is correspondingly limited. Rut if 
nr re air is w mud tiie damper is thrown 
more open, more warm air ascends 
through the shaft and the inrush of fresh 


air corresponds. Just enough air comes 
in through the pipe to replace the warm 
foul air that gets out through the shaft, 
and that goes on all the time. In a small 
building he would have his up draft shaft 
about the centre. For a big barn more 
inlets than one would be necessary and 
he would have the outlet right across one 
end of the building, at the ceiling, nar¬ 
rowing as it went up, so causing a gentle 
current along from the points of inlet to 
the points of exit. The principle of ven¬ 
tilation here recommended has been seen 
ir. operation for years in the doctor’s own 
s'able, and its value was strongly endors¬ 
ed by Messrs. S. J. Thompson and R. 
Waugh, both of whom are well acquainted 
wi.h the building. 

The last paper of the evening was by 
Professor J. A. Craig, Iowa, on Sheep, 
tiro I and B’d. By mean of large photo¬ 
graph? he showed the forms most likely 
to conduce to profit or the reverse. He 
showe! a very extensive and thoroughly 
•-a Hal acquaintance with his subject. 
We l ope to give this paper later on. At 
ike cl- sc of his talk on sheep, Mr. Craig 
offer d some very noteworthy details of 
bis c p riewe in handling the dual pur¬ 
pose cow and her offspring, thus follow¬ 
ing tin the papers of Messrs. Peterson 
and Glennie, which were read earlier in 
'he tv n in", He said they had at the 
’ova farm a number of pure bred Short - 
horn c.ows that were heavy milkers. They 
A- d lorn trailed to it by removing the 
I calves at birth, and milking the cows for 
Hi am’ 11 months in the year; this had 
be:-- done for generations. As showing 
what '.Im calves from a general purpose 
ii nq of cow can do, he took 14 of the 
c’alv ? *’r m these cows, raised them on 
| c i .•„, ,..;p. rn ^ began fitting them for the 
r ' • — .as market at a little over 2-vrs. old 

IV -Grided to show them at Omaha in 
f'etober. when they were just under two 
J >• a-s old. thus showing as yearlings, 
i Them average weight on leaving for 
Omaha was 1425 lbs. (Reference was 
made to these steers in the November is¬ 
sue of Thr Farmer.) The best steer of 
I the ’ot weighed 1500 lbs, and his dam ha? 
[a record in 11 months of 7,464 lbs. of 
| milk, making 3124 lbs. of butter. He 
v.-s s-nicGrl with a cow that would make 
a 1400 to 1500 lb. steer at a little over two 
years o’d Such cows can be had if the 
farmers will set to work the right way to 
| get them. 

In reference to some of Mr. Peterson’s 
remarks, lie said that the ranchers to the 
! sett h found the ITerefords the best cattle 
! on the range, but when put into the feed 
1< t the Polled Angus made rather the 
highest pains and frequently brought a 
1 'Mur price on the Chicago market. 

| 2 hev got in a lot of range cattle last fall 
j and delterncd them, this cost them an 
average V ss of 40 lb. a head, horns inclu¬ 
ded. and required two weeks to make it 
up again. But they fed so much better 
iih"* it was the better way. 

Mr. Pe'erson had pointed out the possi¬ 
bility s of breeding young stock on the 
'arms of Manitoba and sending them to 
tlv r nees as Stockers. Professor Craig 
sa'd they were now beginning to do the 
< ppos.it e to that in some places in the 
south. The voting stock were being sent 
erst to be grown and fattened more rapid¬ 
ly than it could be done on the range. 

The most successful men on the range 
h-d chosen one breed and stayed with it. 
The same thought applied to the farmers 
n producing a general purpose cow. 
Tt-ese cows on the Iowa farm had been 
1 r?d and handled for milk for five gener¬ 
ations. i.e., the calves were removed at 
birth and the cows milked by hand. 

Tn reply to a question as to how the steer 
calves were fed. Professor Craig said they 
were November calves, were fed on sep¬ 
arator milk, with crushed corn and bran, 


Swollen Neck 


Also Had Great Difficulty With Her 
Heart—How Cured. 

il My daughter had a swollen neck and I 
also heart trouble. After the least exertion | 
she would breathe so hard she could be 
heard all over the room. She could not 
sweep the floor or even move her arms 
without affecting her heart. Her limbs 
were badly bloated. Her father insisted 
that she must take Hood’s Sarsaparilla, 
and we gave her about six bottles, when 
she was cured, and there has been no re¬ 
turn of her ailments.” Mbs. Emma 
Thomas, North Solon, Ohio. 

Hood 3 parilla 

Is the best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier. 
Sold by all druggists. $1; six for $5. 


, . ,, easy to buy, easy to take 

rlOOd S UlllS easy to operate. 25c. 



The Original 

Non - Poisonous Fluid Dip. 

Still the Favorite Dip, as proved 
bv the testimony of our Minister 
of Agriculture and other large 
Breeders. 


FOR SHEEP. 

Kills Ticks, Maggots: Cures Scabs, Heals Old 
Sores, Wounds, etc., and greatly increases and 
improves growth of Wool. 

CATTLE, HORSES, PIGS, Etc. 

Cleanses the skin from all Insects, and makes 
the coat beautifully soft and glossy. 

Prevents the attack of Warble Fly. 


Heals Saddle Galls, Sore Shoulders, 
Ulcers'* etc Keeps Animals Free 
from Infection. 


NO DANGER, SAFE, CHEAP AND EFFECTIVE. 

BEWARE O F IM ITATIONS. 

Sold in large tins at 75 Cents. Sufficient in 
each to make from 25 to 40 gallons of wash, accord¬ 
ing to strength required. Special terms to Breeders, 
Ranchmen, and others requiring large quantities. 

SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 

Send for Pamphlet. 

ROBERT WIGHTMAN, Druggist, Owen Sound. 

Sole Agent for the Dominion. 1874 


The Great Health Restorer & Preserver, 

DR. PEARSON’S 

English Hypophosferine. 

'"pHIS CElyEBRATPvD REMEDY is highly; recom- 
mended by the thousands who use it daily with 
success in Neuralgia, Nerve Pains, Sick Head¬ 
aches, Heart Troubles, Sciatica, Rheuma¬ 
tism, Seminal Weakness, Colds, Chills, Fe¬ 
vers, Grippe and its bad effects 
As a TO N IC in these complaints it is valuable. No 
family should be without it in case of emer¬ 
gency. Price 50c. and 81.00, post paid 
Send for Homoeopathic Guide and doctor yourselt. 
D. L. THOMSON, Homoeopathic Pharmacist, 
394 Yonge St., Toronto. 

Established 1868. Mention this paper. 
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as grain feed, they were well fed during 
the first winter, had good pasture the fol¬ 
lowing summer. They were taken up in 
November and fed corn cob meal, bran, 
oats and cut hay as much as they would 
take. When they were through with their 
training these animals were eating as 
much as 26 lbs. of grain a day. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 

MANITOBA DAIRY ASSOCIATION. 

The 13th annual meeting of this asso¬ 
ciation was held in the Winnipeg City 
Hall, February 8th, W. M. Champion, 
president, in the chair. The directors’ 
report reviewed the conditions of the past 
dairy season. There had been a falling 
off in the quantity of factory butter pro¬ 
duced last year as contrasted with the year 
before. One cause for this was the high 
price paid for dairy butter by country 
merchants, who had afterwards to sell 
at a loss for consumption at railroad con¬ 
struction camps. Owing to this cause 
the Manitou creamery had closed down 
in July and others made a short season. 
Perhaps reduced railroad transport charg¬ 
es would help to concentrate the business 
at convenient railroad centres and at pre¬ 
sent creamery enterprise has a tendency 
that way. Mr. Munroe, as representative 
at the Industrial Show, had done excel¬ 
lent work, and in giving account of his 
stewardship made valuable suggestions 
for the details of next season’s show. All 
packages should be enclosed in burlap, 
so as to come out clean when presented 
to the judges. Owing to the extreme 
heat on the day of the test, the dairy cows 
did not come up to their usual excel¬ 
lence and were not reported on to the 
public. 

The income and expenses for the past 
year was as follows :Receipts—Cash on 
hand from last year, $13.41; membership 
fees, $68.00 ; government grant, $200 ; 
sundry, $3.00 ; total, $284.41. Disburse¬ 
ments—Delegates’ railway -fares, $44.35; 
advertising, etc., $31.68; stamps and sta¬ 
tionery, $24.70; telegrams, $40.83; secre¬ 
tary’s salary, $120; sundries, $1.05. 

For the Pilot Mound Creamery, Mr. 
W. Grassick reported to the following 
effect. They had now run three full sea¬ 
sons, making in 1896 38,370 lbs., in 1897, 
49,456 lbs., and in 1898, 59,116 lbs., which 
sold at $10842.75. The first year’s sales 
averaged 16Jc. per lb., the next, 17fc., 
last year 18Jc. In 1898 the cost of manu¬ 
facture was 4.75c. They began May 1st 
and closed November 1st. Some of the 
patrons only sent cream in the three mid¬ 
summer months, when prices were at the 
lowest. The patrons who contributed all 
the season made a net average of 14c. 
A dry spring and the drying up of their 
well were special drawbacks, and severe 
competition from the stores kept down 
the contributions from their patrons. The 
creamery is owned by the patrons, which 
is one good reason for their loyalty, in 
spite of temptation from the storekeepers. 
The bulk of their output was sold to the 
to the two largest city dealers, the J. Y. 
Griffin Co. and the Parsons Produce Co. 
With both their dealings were most satis¬ 
factory. Prospects for increased patron¬ 
age, and reduction of the cost of manu¬ 
facture was very good, and the experi¬ 
ence of the past will be valuable. 

Mr. Grassick thought the essentials to 
success were as follows : The factory 
should be central to the district it is meant 
to work, and all its stock ought to be 
owned by its patrons Fair wages should 
be paid to a reliable butter-maker and 
cream collectors and a spirit of loyalty to 
their engagements should prevail nil 
through That and sound business man¬ 
agement will ensure success in any dis¬ 
trict where a sufficient number of good 


cows are available and form a solid bnsi i 
for continuous and growing success. 

Mr. A. R. Fanning reported for New- 
dale Creamery, which may be regarded as 
the best example yet known in the Pro¬ 
vince of a well-managed and succcsTul 
creamery. The last was their four.h sea¬ 
son. It started May 2nd with a butter- [ 
maker at a salary of $62.50 per month, ! 
cream hauling at lc. per lb., president 
and secretary $150 for the season and the 
butter milk sold at 5c. per cwt. They ran 
six months, 1 week, and in that time made 
77,211 lbs. butter, which sold close to 
18c. per lb. Out of this the patrons got 
a trifle under 15Jc. per lb., the cost of 
manufacturing and management being 
only 2 |c. per lb. The patrons had stood 
loyally by their engagements and the j 
store-keepers had offered no unfair op.xi- J 
sition. There are in all 85 patrons, of' 
whom 34 sent enough to make over Inim 
lbs. of butter each, three sent enough to 
make 2000 lbs.each,and one had over 3,5 U 
lbs. to his credit, or an average for the 
whole of 908 lbs. The outlook for the 
coming season is very satisfactory. The 
farmers are increasing the number of their 
cows as fast as their means will allow. 
The prospect for 1899 is 100,000 lbs. 

They had had trouble owing to defec¬ 
tive water supply and imperfect Culd stor¬ 
age, causing in one case mouldy butter. 
Over against this may be set an in least 
for the season over the previous year's 
make of 21,000 lbs. and two first nnze' 
a gold medal and diploma, at the Winni¬ 
peg Exhibition. The $45 prize money 
was paid to the maker. While well satis 
fied on most points, Mr. Fanning has still 
to complain of the shabby treatment giv¬ 
en to cows during the winter season, 
which decreases their producing power 
when they are in milk. 

Manitou presents a lively contras; to 
the Newdale district and the lengthy re¬ 
port presented by the secretary. W. D. 
Ruttan, is a pretty fair sample of the wax 
not to do it, if you want to make the 
creamery a success. They hired a enm- 
tal butter-maker, started on May 16 th 
and closed on July 11th. Lack of patron¬ 


age killed it. The store keepers shipped 
out about 150,000 lbs. dairy butter in the 
season, not at all to tVir own pio. t ;i 
.all talcs are true, but ihey killed the 
creamery by offering much higher prices 
in trade than the ultimate selling prims 
wa:rented. Lesules the opposition from 
the merchants tiurt was r.o cord.al sup- 
pert from the patrons, tnes! of whom 
appear to have been prepared to bolt as 
soon as any pretext offered f r quitting. 
The district is vveil able to ina.'.iL.in with 
advantage a capital creamery but for 
want of cordial eo-epera-i n tuc venture 
has been a failure. 

Aust n is a fair specinvn of a factory 
w3a p or patrona e. and not doing en¬ 
ough work to pay i.s way. The years 
make in a five niontos’ sc son was 27.000 
lbs. and the patrons that stu.k to it got 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

At the ufierroi n session the following 
officers were elected 

President, D. \v. McQuaig, M.avdmin'd; 
1st Viee-Pn-i le.-t. Richard Waugh. Win¬ 
nipeg; 2nd Y'c.-President, W. M. Cham¬ 
pion. Rcaburn Secret: ry-Yrev.s.. Miss E. 
C. Hill 1. Winnipeg: Directors. G. Har- 
c< urt. W. Gr ssiek. J. D. Hunt. J. T. 
Heightr. W. H. Gi'r^y, E. A. Struthcrs, 
A. R. Fanning. Win. Scoit. Renresen- 
ta'.ive to Exhibition [loatd. D. Mur.ro. 
Auditor, Ceo. H. Creig. 

The duty of the natron ‘n 'be -'•emery 
was discussed by J. D. Hunt. Carberry, 
and D. Jackson. Ntwdde. Mr. Hunt pre¬ 
sente 1 a very able review of the ease 
from a business stand' oint. Without tho¬ 
rough organizath ii. loyalty to phdgcs. 
skilled work by the makers and cream col¬ 
lectors and good business management on 
lie part of the direc'ors. no co-operative 
concern such as this couM be carrie 1 
dong, and the f nlures of the first year 
or two should lc used as I e irons liter 
on. Experience is sometimes pretty dear, 
even whin we can afterwa ds "int it to 
good aec< tint, hut s'ill dearer if we fling 
it under fi ot as is too often done by 
ere query patrons. 


u 


ALEXANDRA’ “and‘1EL0TTE’’ 

CREAM SEPARATORS 


Are the Easiest to Tu'n, '"leanest Sk’mmtrs most 
Durable, and are sold on most f^vorab'e 
terms to rcsocnsibla Farmsrs. 

APPLY TO . . . 

R. A. Lister & Co., L<±, 232 king st , Winnipeg. 

Sole Aerent' f r P -rc^'s r -'hoi : "o K *• » ■ r « s find 
The Dtsbrow Co ul'i u <1 Uli 1 .N; lin t r Workers. 


In a test of Hand Separators at tin* I* mmsn 1 v mi 1 Sta*e College, in which mv d fT*-- 
ent makes of Cream Separators w<* e *« s c 1. i cludoui ' The Mikad " I lie Kiii| ire,” 

‘ De Laval,” and “National,” the following conclusions were reaclud : — 

“ Considerable difference seem . d t<* exi i b tween tht vati us S paaters as'o sub.*lanl:uh:css r.Ld 
durability.” 

‘‘There is no difference in the q in’itv o r c r emu d 1 vr red.” 

*‘ There is no difference in the c'mnabi it v •>< cream.” 

“ The choice of a Hand Separatoi sh.jul 1 b. influenced very largely by i's first cost and its apparent 
durability.” 

‘‘The Mikado is a comparatively new machine on the market, and will ndoubte ;ly attract- •■•re 
or less attention from t e prtvat dan vm <n inasmuch as i'. ' 4 or f the cheat) -• a fh-.-t 
cost.” ” This Separator i ; a vorv small niacin c- for its capa< ily, 1 .1 >s nut as subs!an ’-‘l :<s 
some of the o her Separators m the t -st, and hasthe disagreeable feature t making co U r- 
able noise while running." 

‘‘The Empire (Hand Separate ) is atioth *r c minnrativelv new machine, end, lik*- .be Mil a'o * 
comparatively cheao in p irr'i —e t»ru* . Ij the o;>erauoti <»* it hov 1 r, one Cun', n u ' 
to notice tha - it lacks su'^tsntia’ • wli-cli would con t - «t o f - a '"rW m-'-h 
The noise which it make- is -vc s>tve md h-vr table as r.ir. ; l wo h • "c other niachints.' 
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Mr. Jackson said the patron’s duties 
are manifold. They begin with the selec¬ 
tion and care of the dairy cow. She 
should have the right dairy qualities, be 
comfortably housed, judiciously fed, and 
milked with a kindly hand. The udder 
must be clean, and every vessel used, 
from the milk pail onward, equally clean. 
The management of the cream must be 
understood and carefully attended to. A 
good reputation is a great thing for every 
creamery and every patron does his share 
to make or mar that reputation. One 
patron with dirty or ill-managed cream 
will do more harm than half a dozen good 
ones can remedy. The cream must be 
kept in a cool place where no foreign 
odors can reach it till it can be carried to 
the factory. 

We should be loyal to our creamery, 
and if we have or think we have a griev¬ 
ance, go straight to headquarters with it. 
It does a lot of harm to talk all over the 
country about the faults we think we see. 
Make a good and early start yourself 
whenever the creamery opens and stay 
with it until the finish. Remember it is 
the creamery that has made even the price 
of dairy butter what it is to-day. and it is 
in the best interests not only of the man 
that supports the factory, but of every 
one that makes butter, that our dairy fac¬ 
tory system should be maintained and 
cows bred and good milkers employed to 
extend this industry, till the rule every¬ 
where will be that dairy factories are pop¬ 
ular and profitable. 

THE CARE OF CREAM. 

On this subject Dairy Commissioner 
Macdonald spoke shortly. He pointed 
out that on the cream-gathering plan, 
which in a thinly settled district is the 
only one available, very much trouble 
might be caused by improper handling of 
the cream. If newly drawn cream is mix¬ 
ed in a careless way with that already col¬ 
lected, it will cause bitterness, and no af¬ 
ter care on the part of the butter maker 
can remedy the first error. After cream 
has been separated, which should be done 
as fast as it comes from the cow, it should 
be aired and the can put in water of a 
low temperature till it is to be taken to 
the factory. It is a great mistake to mix 
the warm cream with that drawn the day 
before. The deep setting plan is better 
than shallow pans, but is away behind 1 
the separator. As an evidence of the be¬ 
nefit of using the separators, Mr. Mac¬ 
donald stated that they had experimented 
with deep setting vs. separator at the 
school this year, and had made two 
pounds of butter from 150 pounds of 
skim milk from deep setting cans. Mr. 
Macdonald further stated that he believ¬ 
ed the oil test churn to be the most relia¬ 
ble way of getting at the value of the 
patrons’ cream. It was very necessary, 
however, that the sample should be pro¬ 
perly taken, and in order to do this the 
cream should be poured from vessel to 
vessel at least three times in order to mix 
it thoroughly, and make the sample a fair 
one. If this were done and the butter 
maker carefully churned out the cream, 
it was a reliable and should be a satisfac¬ 
tory test of the patron’s cream. 

The following paper, by Alex. Scott, 
Hamiota, was then read :— 

CAUSE AND CURE OF MOULD IN BUTTER. 

It is right that I should inform you that 
much of the information in this paper is 
contributed by my father, Wm. Scott, 
Winnipeg, manager for R A. Lister & 
Co., and he in turn has borrowed freely 
from a lengthy correspondence with Pro¬ 
fessor Robertson on the subject. The con¬ 
clusions arrived at being the result of so 
much combined wisdom will be the more 
readily accepted by you. 


The secretary has shown good sense in 
putting this subject on the programme for 
discussion, as it is a very important one. 
The tendency of Manitoba creamery but¬ 
ter to mould has been a very serious trou¬ 
ble to the trade and, from the nature of it, 
is likely to get worse every year, like 
the noxious weed trouble, unless grappled 
with vigorously. Salesmen in British Co¬ 
lumbia last summer inform us that they 
saw lots of Manitoba creamery butter 
there, from different factories, quite spoil¬ 
ed from this cause, although it was not 
many weeks out of the factory. Ship¬ 
ments to England in 1896 that showed 
perfect grain, color and flavor, were very 
difficult to sell, even at a greatly reduced 
price, on account of mould all round the 
surface, which penetrated quite deeply 
into the contents of the packages. 

There is here a package from a lot of 
100 lbs., that will illustrate the loss that 
may arise from this cause. This lot ob¬ 
tained a second prize at the Industrial 
Exhibition last summer and there was one 
man who thought it should have had! first. 
That, of course, was the exhibitor. He 
declined 15c. per Ibl for it, preferring to 
hold it for winter prices. It was placed 
in the largest cold storage warehouse in 
Winnipeg, and has been there until yes¬ 
terday. You will observe that it has ver¬ 
dure enough to herald the spring and is 
worth about 6c. per lb. to make soap. If 
it had been a carload of 20,900 lbs. the 
ioss would have been about $2,000. This 
shows at least that an expensive cold stor¬ 
age warehouse and the high respectability 
of a commission house are not preventa- 
tives. 

Mould is a minute plant of the fungus 
species. Other members of the vegetable 
kingdom obtain their nourishment from 
the earth, but this fungus gets its living 
from other organic compounds—vegetable 
or animal matter. There are over 30,000 
kinds of fungi, all, or nearly all of them, 
can live in the dark and our particular 
friend here thrives best in the dark. This 
puts us at a disadvantage in suppressing 
him, for to get the temperature of our 
cold rooms down to a reasonable point 
the light is excluded, as a rule. Light 


by means of small double windows Is 
good. Mould is propagated by spores, 
that is, it is not a plant that flowers and 
seeds, but, at maturity, cells are detached 
which start house-keeping on their own 
account whenever conditions are favorable. 
This accounts for its rapid spread. It 
cannot grow where there are no spores, 
but the atmosphere is always full of them. 
The spores cannot develop, however, 
where the conditions are unfavorable. Fa¬ 
vorable conditions, as already said, are 
darkness, a uniform dampness and suit¬ 
able soil such as damp or decaying wood 
and damp or decaying organic matter. 
Then, if the stagnant condition of the air 
is not disturbed by any attempts at ven¬ 
tilation, so much the better for the de¬ 
velopment of mould. 

We can now sum up the causes. As a 
rule our cold store rooms are not lined 
throughout with Dutch tiles, as the first- 
class creameries of Europe. They are 
not built of good stone and mortar paved 
with flag stones and regularly washed 
with quick-lime like the generality of cold 
store rooms in the old country. On the 
contrary, they are built of the commonest 
and softest kind of cheap lumber; the 
walls packed with soft wood saw-dust, 
and always damp from the constant prox¬ 
imity of melting ice. These conditions 
present a perfect breeding ground and it 
is more difficult to eradicate the mould 
from such a creamery than it is to clear 
an old frame house of bed bugs. Hence 
the likelihood of the pest getting worse 
every year. 

The whole creamery and utensils should 
be cleansed and disinfected. First, scrub 
every part and thing with boiling water 
and soap. Second, wash with boiling wa¬ 
ter containing one per cent, of crude car¬ 
bolic acid. Third, spray or wash with a 
five per cent, solution of formalin and 
finally wash with limewash made from 
quick lime. After spraying with formalin, 
shut the room up close a couple of days 
so that the vapor may penetrate every 
part. Formalin is powerfully rough on 
germs, but not poisonous. It will not in¬ 
jure the hands, clothes or wood. It will 
make the eyes smart, but not to hurt, and 
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must not be applied to iron, as it attacks 
the metal and will harden rubber goods. 
Moreover, Mr. Bedford will tell you it is 
a perfect cure for smut in oats, and is al¬ 
most odorless. A quantity of the solu¬ 
tion should be kept in the rooms in a 
shallow vessel with a piece of doth 6x12, 
having one end in the liquid and the other 
end hanging down over the outside of the 
vessel. This will syphon up the solution 
like a wick and cause a steady evapora¬ 
tion of the gas in the atmosphere of the 
rtom to the entire undoing of the mould. 
This treatment should be extended to 
cheese rooms unless you want to turn out 
imitation old Stilton. 

The parchment paper now so freely 
used, being vegetable, favors mould rather 
than otherwise. Therefore soak your 
parchment paper in brine to which lias 
been added, formalin in the proportion of 
J-oz. to a quart of brine. 

Lastly, butter not going into immediate 
consumption should be salted about 
as heavily as the taste of your customer 
will stand, and should contain as low a 
percentage of moisture as ever possible. 
The good old practice of covering the 
packages with salt paste has been largely 
abandoned to our cost. Until our cold 
storage facilities in this country are more 
perfect, I would cover every package with 
salt paste and keep it pasty by additions of 
brine at regular intervals up to time of 
shipment or final disposal. So concludes 
this mouldy paper. ; 

The discussioin following Mr. Scott s 
paper was one of the liveliest of the whole 
conference and the subject is so import 
ant that it will bear and require still fur¬ 
ther investigation. Mr. C. C. Macdon¬ 
ald spoke at some length, contending that 
the refrigerator system between here and 
the Coast, coupled with the handling at 
the point of delivery and the extremely 
moist climate of B.C., are all aggravating 
causes. Still it must be admitted that 
there is mould here in Manitoba and he 
did not see how ice storage could help 
producing and perpetuating it. He had 
looked into the working of chemical cold 
storage when in Chicago, and thought we 
would be driven sooner or later to try the 
same thing here. Even if it cost $500 to 
buy the machine and as much more to in- 
stal it, he thought it would pay in the end. 
He did not think butter would be free 
from danger till we adopt the new plan. 

J. A. Kinsella, Dairy Superintendent 
for Assiniboia and Saskatchewan, con¬ 
tended that ice refrigeration was not so 
much to blame for mould appearing as 
some would like to make out. 

Mr. C. Marker, Superintendent for Al¬ 
berta, also defended the ice refrigerator 
system. He had found lime a most va¬ 
luable aid in his operations. He used it 
in cleaning the churns and other utensils, 
and for washing the walls, which not only 
killed the fungus but hardened the wood, 
making it impervious to fungus spores. 
What he used was fresh lime water, made 
by putting water on slaked lime in a bar¬ 
rel buried in the ground. He used it as 
a wash. If the drums in the refrigerator 
had proper attention inside a properly 
constructed creamery, they would be cov¬ 
ered with a thick coat of dry frost and 
the butter would keep for months with¬ 
out any sign of mould. Where mould 
shows he suspects that the construction 
or the refrigerator is imperfect—most 
likely both are at fault. 

George Harcourt, of The Nor’-West 
Farmer, said that he had been gathering 
information on this question of mould, 
and from the information colllected and 
from his own experience, he said that the 
conditions suitable for the growth of 
mould were continuous dampness, 'the 
presence of a suitable food supply and 
the proper temperature. The aggravating 
causes in a creamery he summed up as 


follows :—1. Damp, poorly ventilated cold 
storage rooms. 2. Damp parchment pa¬ 
per caused by keeping it in a damp place, 
u. Imperfectly seasoned timber. If lum¬ 
ber has soured while seasoning mould will 
develop very readily, especially if such 
lumber is used in the manufacture of 
boxes or tubs, or for the lining of a cold 
storage room. All these conditions are 
under the butter maker’s control, except 
the last. He did not think that the last 
cause was at the root of last year’s trouble 
so far as the boxes were concerned, for 
boxes out of the same car sent to differ¬ 
ent creameries gave different results; for 
the butter in these boxes from one cream¬ 
ery showed no signs of mould all season, 
while from another creamery not far from 
the first there was considerable mould. 
This would go to show that the cause 
was in the creamery. Sometimes the par¬ 
affin coating inside the boxes was not 
perfect and the butter became inoculated 
from contact with the wood if it is not 
properly seasoned. If tubs were subject¬ 
ed to a high temperature by steaming 
them, the spores might be killed, then 
soak them 24 hours in strong brine. Tubs, 
boxes and paper should be kept in a dry 
place. 

If the Northwest creameries can keep 
their storage chambers right and dry as 
the representatives from the west claim 
they have done, then the insulation and 
ventilation of the Manitoba creameries 
is at fault and these points should be 
looked after sharply and quickly by 
creamery directors. 

J. A. Kinsella then gave the following 
paper :— 

IS OUR DAIRY INDUSTRY IN THE WEST 
ON THE ROAD TO SUCCESS ? 

This is the all-important question which 
should interest the dairymen of Manitoba 
—Are we increasing our output of but¬ 
ter and cheese from year to year ? 
Are we improving the quality of our but¬ 
ter and cheese, each year ? Now it ap¬ 
pears to me that there is room for vast 
improvement in our butter and cheese 
industry throughout the whole of the 
west. In answer to this you may say— 
we are holding our own—but what I 
would like to say to you is this—in con¬ 
sideration of the strenuous efforts put 
forth, and the keen competition offered 
by the people of other countries, almost 
on every side of us, can we as dairymen 
afford to stand still ? Can we afford to 
allow the dairy industry to go back ? 

Some of the reasons why, I think, the 
dairymen are standing in their own light, 
and why the creameries and cheese fac¬ 
tories are not patronized better. First of 
all comes the lack of confidence on the 
part of the farmer in the proprietor and 
the management of the creamery and 
cheese factory; secondly, the lack of co¬ 
operation among the farmers and joint 
stock companies. How are we to. over¬ 
come these difficulties ? Not without the 
joint efforts of the farmers, combined with 
good management of the creamery and 
cheese factory can we make a success of 
dairying. 

Then again, comes the lack of confi¬ 
dence on the part of the patrons, in the 
accuracy of the Babcock and oil test me¬ 
thods of distributing the butter fat among 
farmers. How are farmers to. be convin¬ 
ced of its accuracy. We know from ac¬ 
tual tests and experiments made by expert 
chemists all over the world that the test 
is accurate, and the best known means 
we have of distributing the butter fat 
amongst patrons .fairly and accurately. 
I know of no better way for the farmer 
who thinks he is not being treated fairly 
at the creamery or cheese factory, than 
to purchase a small Babcock tester, and 
learn to operate it properly, and thus con¬ 
vince himself. I would strongly advise 
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every dairyman to have his herd tested. 
The individual testing of his cows will 
convince him of the accuracy of the test. 
1 have heard farmers say—“I could not 
get rid of the old yellow cow. She is the 
best cow in my herd,” but after having 
an individual test of the whole herd made, 
he then finds the old yellow cow is hardly 
paying for her keep, while the cow that 
was looked upon as of little consequence, 
was the cow that was turning the profit 
at the end of the year. This is why I 
would urge upon the farmers to have 
their herds tested. I was pleased to .see 
the farmers of Manitoba bringing their 
cows in competition at the public milk 
test made at the Winnipeg Exhibition 
last season. I contend that a cow should 
be judged by a milk test. Breed and feed 
from a business point of view, and breed 
and feed the cow that turns over the lar¬ 
gest possible profit for the whole year. 

I think that if the farmer, who is carry¬ 
ing on private dairying, could be convin¬ 
ced of the losses he sustains by following 
the old gravitation methods of creaming 
the milk, it would be a grand thing for 
the creamery. A test was carried on at 
the Kansas Experimental Station with 
a herd of five cows, for a length of time. 
The skimmed milk was found to contain 
3.10 to 7.10 of one per cent, of fat, and 
the buttermilk over one per cenlt. of fat. 
The test showed a loss of 160 lbs. of but¬ 
ter on the herd, for the year, or 32 lbs. 
per cow. A farmer with 25 cows, selling 
butter at 20c. per lb., would save at this 
rate $160 in a years by using a farm sepa¬ 
rator. 

We now come to the question of cold 
storage for creameries. Is our system of 
ice refrigeration by means of galvanized 
iron ice cylinders in perfectly insulated 
compartments in creameries in the North¬ 
west Territories a failure ? Is the Hon. 
Sidney Fisher and Professor Robertson’s 
system, or chain of cold storage estab¬ 
lished by the Dominion Government from 
the Pacific Coast to Great Britain a fail¬ 
ure ? I would infer from two articles 
which appeared in The Nor’-West Farmer 
of a recent date, that ice refrigeration for 
creameries is not efficient, and does not 
do the work, and that there is always a 
dampness in the rooms, which causes the 
butter to mould. Now this may be the 
case in some of the creameries in Mani¬ 
toba, but it is not the case in a property 
constructed refrigerator on the ice cylin¬ 
der system. As an example, in 1898, Pro¬ 
fessor Robertson shipped to Great Brit¬ 
ain as a a trial shipment, from eight of 
the creameries in the Northwest Terri¬ 
tories, about 100,000 pounds of butter 
made from gathered cream. This butter, 
or portions of it, was held! in our refri¬ 
gerators as long as three months before 
the shipment was made, and on landing 
in Great Britain was found to be well 
kept. Although landing there on one of 
the most stagnant and glutted markets 
Great Britain has seen in the butter trade 
for a number or years, it sold for within 
five to seven shillings below finest Danish 
butter. 

Five years ago Canadian creamery but¬ 
ter sold for 20 shillings below Danish but¬ 
ter and 10 shillings below Australian. 
Now it is almost equal to the finest Dan¬ 
ish, and sells for 10 to 12 shillings more 
than Australian butter. This grand im¬ 
provement is largely due to the cold stor¬ 
age facilities provided for transportation, 
as well as our ice system of refrigeration 
in the creameries throughout Canada. 

We are not only improving the quality 
of our butter, but increasing our export 
trade with Britain each year. Last season 
we sent to Great Britain about $4,000,000 
worth of butter, but this is only a small 
amount in comparison with a little coun¬ 
try like Denmark, which exports to Brit¬ 
ain $35,000,000 worth of butter annually. 


Yet we are increasing our export trade 
each year, and we are now sending three 
times as much butter to Britain as we 
did a very few years ago. 

I am not opposed to chemical refriger¬ 
ation if it is within the reach of the dairy¬ 
men of any Province. I think it is a grand 
system for a country like New Zealand, 
where they have no natural ice, and where 
they turn out as much as three tons of 
butter per day at large central creameries. 
But it does seem to me that it would be 
an expensive scheme—almost an unneces¬ 
sary one in Manitoba and the Northwest 
Territories—where we have such a grand 
crop of ice for about six months in the 
year, and where the creameries are only 
turning out from 20,000 to 50,000 pounds 
of butter in a season. One of the objec¬ 
tions offered against ice refrigeration is 
that it gives the butter maker too much 
work. Now it appears to me that this 
cannot apply to the butter makers of Ma¬ 
nitoba and the Northwest Territories, for 
I think the majority of them have not 
sufficient work to keep them at home 
every day in the week. 

I do not think it would be out of place 
to touch on the subject of curing cheese 
in Manitoba and the importance of im¬ 
proving the curing rooms so that the tem¬ 
perature can be kept under complete con¬ 
trol, also the great importance of keeping 
the cheese at the factory until properly 
cured, before shipping to any market. 
Why I mention this matter is, I have been 
asked by Vancouver and Kootenay deal¬ 
ers, why it was that they got such poor 
tough cheese from Manitoba and the Ter¬ 
ritories. This trouble, I think, is largely 
due to the cheese being shipped from the 
factories green, or rather, before they even 
start to cure. This is a great mistake. 
We will never gain a reputation for our 
cheese unless the cheese is properly made 
and properly cured. In order to cure a 
cheese properly, it is necessary to have a 
well constructed curing room, where the 
temperature can he controlled. .The best 
results are obtained by curing cheese at 
an even temperature of 60 to 65 degrees. 
Cheese should be held at the cu~ing rooms 
at the above temperature from four to six 
weeks. 

The best manner of controlling the tem¬ 


perature in curing rooms where the wea¬ 
ther is very hot in summer is by means 
of a sub earth duct, which can be put in 
at a small cost. The duct should be 150 
to 175 ft. long. The trench should be 7 
to 10 ft. deep, with a fall to one end of 
about 10 inches for drainage. A good 
plan is to place in the trench five or six 
rows of 8 or 10 inch common drain tile, 
being particular to break joints. On top 
of the tile should be placed one foot of 
good straw, the dirt is then filled in. At 
each end of the duct place a curb four or 
five feet square. The curb should fit 
over the ends of the tile in such a manner 
as to keep the dirt from entering the tile. 
At the inlet of the duct there should be a 
galvanized iron pipe about 3(1 ft. high by 
18 inches in diameter and on the top of 
the pipe a hood which should turn to¬ 
wards the wind. A constant stream of air 
enters this pipe, passes through the tile 
and becomes cool before reaching the cur¬ 
ing room, where the inflow of air is re¬ 
gulated by slides. The warm air is taken 
from the room by a ventilating shaft, 
which passes through the roof and termin¬ 
ates in a galvanized iron pipe 12 to 15 ft. 
long by 12 inches in diameter, with a cap 
on top to keep out the rain. 

The recommendation passed at the 
morning session with reference to chang¬ 
ing the place of the general meetirg every 
year was taken up and warmly debated. 
It was finally decided to hold the conven¬ 
tion next year in Winnipeg, but that the 
directors, if possible, hold local conven¬ 
tions throughout the Province during the 
year. It was thought by some that the 
market bulletins sent out to creamery men 
should be done away with on account of 
their cost and the evident fact that quite 
a number of the creamery men did not 
seem to appreciate them. It was finally 
left for the directors to deal with as they 
saw best. 

THURSDAY EVENING JOINT 
MEETING. 

M. W. Champion in the chair. The first 
business taken up was a resolution sent 
up by the Veterinary Association embody¬ 
ing the views of the profession regarding 
the question of tuberculosis and the means 
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to be used for its suppression. It read as 
fellows :—“Whereas, it has now been fully 
recognized by the highest medical and ve¬ 
terinary authorities that there is a great 
danger to human and particularly infant 
life, from the use of the meat and milk 
of tuberculous cattle, the disease being 
identical in the human and bovine spe¬ 
cies, and whereas, stock owners general¬ 
ly are alive to the fact that the presence 
of tuberculous animals in their herds is a 
source of serious financial loss and detri¬ 
mental to their interests generally; and 
whereas, the general consensus of opin¬ 
ion, after full trial and experiment, is in 
favor of the reliability and efficacy of the 
tuberculin test as a diagnostic agent ; 
therefore the members of the Veterinary 
Association of Manitoba feel it their duty 
to urge upon the Dominion and Local 
governments, municipal councils, the pub¬ 
lic generally and stock owners in parti¬ 
cular, the advisability of, in their several 
capacities, adopting at the earliest pos¬ 
sible date, systematic measures for the 
suppression and eradication of the disease 
among cattle. Such measures comprise : 

1, an intelligent use of the tuberculin test 
by properly qualified and responsible men; 

2, the destruction and proper disposal of 
the carcasses of all animals showing phy¬ 
sical signs of tuberculosis; 3, the isolation 
of all animals reacting to the tuberculin 
test, with the view to their subsequent 
slaughter and the utilization of such car¬ 
casses, as after inspection, may be deemed 
fit for human food, and as a meantime 
measure, the careful pasteurization of the 
milk from cows so affected, whether in¬ 
tended for human food or for the tower 
animals; 4, the careful disinfection of pre¬ 
mises in which affected animals have been 
kept; 5, careful attention to light, venti¬ 
lation, drainage and general sanitation ot 
stables ” 

Dr. Rutherford, M.P., spoke to the re¬ 
solution and explained the nature of the 
tuberculin test. Some people were kind 
enough to say that this suggestion as to 
the testing and isolation of cattle reacting 
was in the main a scheme to keep veteri- 
anians in work, but he saw it in a dif¬ 
ferent light. One affected animal in a 
breeding herd might taint all the rest, but 
by detecting that one the rest might go 
on and breed some healthy cattle. This 
was no new thing with him. When in the 
Local House he had refused to be bad¬ 
gered by counsel in the disputes between 
the Winnipeg Health Authorities and the 
dairymen, but had privately recommended 
that the city should buy all the cows that 
reacted at two-thirds of their value and 
after that have all new ones brought in 
tested as a preliminary to using their milk. 
By drying up such cows as did not show 
an advanced stage of disease, fattening 
and killing them under proper inspection, 
every one fit for use as beef could be used 
with confidence and the rejected ones des¬ 
troyed. Jus't now if cows were rejected bfr 
the city veterinarian there is nothing to 
prevent them being taken back to the 
country, and mixed with other cattle, so 
nuking the remedy as dangerous as the 
disease. There is danger, and a lot of it, 
and the more promptly and honestly we 
deal with it the better will it be for both 
the city and the country at large in the 
long run. Large dairies in cities are the 
worst centres of this disease, and the only 
way to check it is to hem it in and deal 
vigorously with it, as is proposed by this 
resolution. The country at large is pretty 
safe from this disease, but it is not one to 
be trifled with. At a later stage of the 
discussion he pointed out that over ten 
per cent, of the whole deaths in civilized 
communities were due to consumption, 
and infant mortality was terribly aggrava¬ 
ted by the use of tuberculous milk,though 
such deaths were veiled under other 
names. 

Dr. Little, Dominion V.S.,admitted that 


the proportion of reacting cases inside the 
Winnipeg dairy district that had come un¬ 
der his inspection was very serious, and 
the matter could not rest where it is 
now. 

At a later stage of the meeting, Mr. D. 
Munroe said that at a similar meeting two 
years ago he had rather boasted of his 
unbelief in this tuberculosis scare, but 
had since got effectually woke up. Just 
at that time he had bought several cows 
from a healthy country herd of 85 head, 
young and old, all very healthy, as he 
thought. But when he tested, several of 
these reacted and he had fed the milk 
from two of them to his calves, in a clean 
stable. In a few months three of the 
calves so fed had died of tuberculosis, 
and what would kill calves was not a pro¬ 
per food for delicate infants. He wanted 
to say that testing dairy cows is essen¬ 
tial to the health of the community. 

Anderw Graham, Pomeroy, could not 
see the force of all this. If it were true, a 
goodly proportion of the people of Win¬ 
nipeg ought to be now under ground. 

S. J. Thompson, Provincial Veterin¬ 
arian, could confirm all that had been said 
by Dr. Rutherford on the health question 
and his experience was that to hold on 
to tuberculous cattle was simply ruinous. 
It did not pay financially to keep tuber¬ 
culous animals around. In one case of a 
pure bred Shorthorn herd of 14 head that 
came under his notice, only two sound 
ones had passed through the test. By 
an earlier test there might have been only 
two found amiss and all the rest saved. 

The resolution from the Veterinary As¬ 
sociation was carried without opposition. 

C. C.Macdonald, Dairy Superintendent, 
was booked for an address on “Frauds in 
food,’ but owing to other engagements, 
had not been able to go into the question 
as he would have liked to do. As an ex¬ 
ample of the frauds imposed on us with 
our own consent and approval, he instan¬ 
ced the coloring of butter and cheese, 
samples of which coloring he passed round 
in small bottles. He did not think this 
vi ry nice to taste or smell, yet the man 
who sold his winter butter or cheese as it 
came from the cow would find it very dif¬ 
ficult to find a buyer. We must have our 
cream the color of cream and won’t buy 
from the man who offers it in any other 
way. Next year he might be able to go 
more fully into the subject. 

THE BABCOCK TEST. 

C. Marker, superintendent of dairying 
in Alberta, gave an address on the ques¬ 
tion, How can we convince Patrons of 
the accuracy of the Babcock Test ? The 
test, he said, was endorsed by all the lead¬ 
ing chemists of the world, of Europe and 
of America, including the United States 
ai d Canada. He suggested that the pat¬ 
rons be induced to be present and see the 
milk tested at the creamery. He next 
gave a few reasons for low tests. Certain 
bleeds of cattle, he said, always give thin 
milk, no matter how well fed. Another 
cause was the individuality of the milker, 
slow milkers obtaining less satisfactory re¬ 
sults. The condition of the weather also 
affected the percentage of fat in the milk. 

The Hon. Thos. Greenway spoke to the 
topic allotted to him by the commitltee, 
“Stock Raising Essential to Permanent 
Successful Wheat Growing.” He begin 
by saying that he would not have missed 
the meeting for a great deal. Subjects of 
a good deal of interest had been discus¬ 
sed, especially the last one ; and sugges¬ 
tions had been made that would bring | 
about discussions in other places. He 
would not like this interesting gathering 
to pass without having an opportunity of 
saying a word or two. If there was any¬ 
thing he desired above another it was to 
do something or suggest something that 
would be of interest to the agriculturists 
of Manitoba. This arose from not entirely 


unselfish motives. To those who asked, 
“What about farming in Manitoba ?” his 
best answer was that everything he had 
was invested in farming in Manitoba. A 
few years ago he had been honored with 
a request to open the Winnipeg Industrial 
Exhibition, and he had remarked on that 
occasion that before he came to Manitoba 
he had been engaged in different pursuits, 
mercantile and others, but after coming 
to Manitoba and appreciating its resour¬ 
ces, he had made up his mind that the 
height of his ambition was to ha.ve a good 1 
farm, well stocked, and with good build¬ 
ings, and to have it free from debt. There 
were some who knew how far he had suc¬ 
ceeded. Such had been his ambition, and, 
he believed, one sin he had to answer for 
to-day was being too much of a farmer. 

Speaking of the Winnipeg Industrial, he 
said he had not this year the same pros¬ 
pects he formerly had as an individual 
competitor, but he could still say with all 
confidence that it is one of the best agen¬ 
cies for showing the capabilities of the 
country. He noticed that friends in the 
east were also manifesting appreciation ; 
and that the handsome sum of $80(1 had 
been contributed for prizes. This was as 
it should be, though prompted perhaps 
by not entirely unselfish considerations. 
They recognized that their great market 
was here for the stock they were going to 
produce down there; and they were try¬ 
ing to induce the people of Manitoba, 
as in the past, to come down and purchase 
thoroughbred stock. The Winnipeg In¬ 
dustrial had been a success, and he was 
glad of it. He had noticed a new, very 



If life is worth 
having it is worth 
taking care of. 
Recklessness does 
: not pay, either in 
our work or 
our pleasure. 
When people 
.read of a young 
/man who has 
'been killed 
while perform¬ 
ing some reck¬ 
less feat on a 
toboggan or at 
■ some other haz¬ 
ardous sport, 
their sympathy 
is mixed with 
surprise that 
any human being 
should thus care¬ 
lessly risk life. 

There are thou¬ 
sands of men who 
are recklessly risking their lives while they 
go about their common every-day avoca¬ 
tions. They over-work, they do not take 
sufficient time from business or labor to eat 
or sleep or rest, or to care for their health. 
Outraged nature throws out danger signals, 
to which they pay no heed. They suffer 
from bilious or nervous disorders, from 
sick headache, giddiness, drowsiness, cold 
chills, flushings of heat, shortness of 
breath, blotches on the skin, loss of ap¬ 
petite, uncomfortable sensations in the 
stomach after meals, loss of sleep, lassi¬ 
tude and trembling sensations. These are 
the advance symptoms of serious and fatal 
maladies. 

All disorders of this nature are cured by 
Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery. It 
restores the lost appetite, gives sound and 
refreshing sleep, makes the digestion per¬ 
fect, the liver active. It purifies the blood 
and makes it rich with the life-giving ele¬ 
ments of the food. It is the great blood- 
maker and flesh-builder. It makes the body 
active and the brain keen. It is the best 
of nerve tonics. Thousands have testified 
to its merits. No honest dealer will urge 
upon you a substitute for the little extra 
profit it may afford. 

The man or woman who neglects consti¬ 
pation is gathering in the system a store 
of disorders that will culminate in some 
serious and possibly fatal malady. Dr. 
Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets are a safe, sure, 
speedy and permanent cure for constipa¬ 
tion. One little “ Pellet ” is a gentle laxa¬ 
tive, and two a mild cathartic. 
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attractive and suggestive calendar, having 
a picture of an old farmer, and knowing 
something of the horny handed son of 
toil who has posed for it, he considered 
it perhaps somewhat overdrawn, and per¬ 
haps not a true representation; yet it was 
a good hanger, and a good advertisement 
for the Winnipeg Industrial. At the left 
hand side, near the bottom!, he read, 
“$15,000 for prizes, open to the world for 
competition.’' That was noble for the 
people who had organized such an exhi¬ 
bition; but the other day he had noticed 
that some evil-disposed person had writ¬ 
ten under that magnificent sentiment, “ex¬ 
cept what may come from a certain far¬ 
mer in our province.” That was a lit¬ 
tle thing, but it did a grealt injustice to 
the directors of the Winnipeg Industrial. 
One thing in the calendar had struck him 
exceedingly, namely, that showing what 
the country can produce. He believed 
that no farmers in any country could show 
for the same number such results. 

ABOUT STOCK RAISING. 

Some good friend had put him upon this 
programme to speak upon a certain sub¬ 
ject, “Stock Raising Essential to Per¬ 
manent Successful Wheat Growing.” If 
he had concocted he would have worded 
it, “Stock Raising Essential to Permanent 
Successful Farming.” He knew that with 
many wheat growing and farming were sy¬ 
nonymous, but he knew at the same time 
that they were two distinct things. When 
he saw that dream upon the advertise¬ 
ment of the Winnipeg Industrial Exhibi¬ 
tion that 35,000 farmers had produced $27,- 
5000,000 worth of products in 1898, he said 
to himself, if they had been farming what 
would they have produced Pbecause grow¬ 
ing stock does not decrease the possibi¬ 
lities of growing wheat, but increases 
them. Last year he had 1 between. 500 and 
600 acres in crop.he had some stock there, 
and in a few weeks there would not be a 
forkful of all the straw produced, as it 
would have been used; and the manure 
would be placed upon the land next sea¬ 
son. What a terrible waste there must be 
in the country in this Province of Mani¬ 
toba, when such an amount of fodder 
is wasted as is the case with nearly all the 
big farms ! Immediately after the thresh¬ 
ing is done and the machine moved away, 
the torch is put to the straw. He was 
one of those who believed that as much 
could be got from the straw here as in 
the eastern provinces. He remembered 
one farmer who had a good stack of straw 
and went out among his neighbors and 
purchased stock for the purpose of eating 
down that straw'. The straw here is as 
good for fodder as that in Ontario, yet 
the majority is burned up. What is want¬ 
ed is farming in all its branches, raising 
all kinds of stock. 

THE HOG QUESTION. 

Is it not a shame that one could not go 
to the any part of the Province and buy 
a carload of live hogs ? He read that a 
gentleman near him complained of having 
damaged wheat, for which he had no use; 
and again he saw that one city butcher 
had imported from the far east 900 hogs 
and 600 sheep for the use of the people 
of this city. If farmers in this Province 
would undertake “to farm,” to carry on 
farming in all its branches, they would 
have, something to occupy their time dur¬ 
ing the winter; they would be able to se¬ 
cure labor at better rates than for the 
summer, and to keep their land in good 
condition for producing crops. Where 
wheat is raised continuously, as in Iowa, 
Illinois and Wisconsin, the lands are run¬ 
ning out. He did not think farmers real¬ 
ized the possibilities in store for them 
if they used the advantages of their 
position here. The great Kootenay 
country, one of the richest in the 
world, was opening up, and ought to 


be supplied by the people of Manitoba 
with their products. A million pounds of 
hog products were brought from Ontario 
and across the line, paying the duty; also 
cheese by the carload and butter by num¬ 
bers of carloads. He had taken an inter¬ 
est in dairying as one of the best interests 
for this country, and one for which the 
country is particularly adapted. 

THE DAIRY SCHOOL. 

The government had established a dairy 
school, in which they hoped to educate 
young people ; had provided a building, 
with all modern appliances; had' placed a 
good man in charge, and had secured ev¬ 
erything they thought they ought to have 
to educate the people up to the best me¬ 
thods; yet they could barely get enough 
pupils to keep the school open. These 
are things which ought to be considered. 
But when there was a wheat fever, every¬ 
body rushed in. The country is adapted 
to wheat raising, and also to stock grow¬ 
ing; but to get the best results we must 
have different kinds of stock, and pursue 
stock raising in connection with grain 
raising. He did not propose to give an 
address, but only to make a few remarks. 
He had not felt well all the week, though 
he did not look like a sick man. This 
showed that we can not always trust to 
appearances. 

He was very much interested in every¬ 
thing that had for its object the promotion 
of agriculture; and he believed that the 
Province of Manitoba was one of the very 
best for this pursuit. Far along time it 
must be almost entirely confined to this. 
Let us undertake to supply what the peo¬ 
ple nearest to us needs. We complain 
sometimes about transportation; but let 
us try to put what we have into a form 
to stand transportation. He was glad 
indeed, to have had the opportunity of 
coming to the meeting and saying a few 
words in the interests of the cause he had 
so much at heart. He thought he could 
satisfy any in regard to that if he would 
come down and pay him a visit some day, 
he could give evidence as to what he 
thought about the future of the Province 
as an agricultural country. Because he be¬ 
lieved and knew that it was a good farm¬ 
ing country, he had chosen to take farm¬ 
ing as his profession ; and 1 there was no 
place where he could feel happier and 
more at home than in fooling around 
among his stock. He d:d not think there 
was any tuberculosis there. He had re¬ 
cently sold four head to Americans, and 
they had to be tested and a chart supplied 
before they could be taken across the line. 
The wise people in that country thought 
there was something in the tuberculin test. 
He had never seen any tuberculosis about 


Oak Grove Poultry Yards, 

LOUISE BRIDGE P.0, WINNIPEG, MAN. 

50 pairs of young Pekin Ducks from imported and 
prize-winning stock, at from $8.00 to $4.00 per pair. 

100 pairs of young Bronze Turkeys, after Sept. 15, 
from $4.00 to $6.00 per pair. From prize stock. I 
also have young stock of different breeds for sale. 
Write. 

I am sole agent for Manitoba and N.W.T. for GEO. 
ERTEL & CO.’S VICTOR INCUBATORS and 
BROODERS, which are made in the following sizes: 

50 egg size, $12.50, f.o.b. Quincy, Ill. 

100 ‘ “ 20.00, M 

200 “ “ 28 75, “ “ “ 

300 “ “ 32 50, “ 

400 “ “ 42.50, “ 

These machines have copper tanks, moisture pans, 
thermometers, egg testers, egg turners, regulators 
and lamps Everything is complete, and every 
machine goes out with a guarantee that it will do as 
represented or money will be refunded. 

Address— CHAS. MIDWINTER, 

Louise Bridge P O., Winnipeg. 


Louise Bridge Poultry Yaids 

Headquarters for Thoroughbred Poultry of the 
following varieties:— Single and Rose Comb 
White Leghorns, White Wyandottes, and 
Black Spanish, & B. P. Rocks. I havea fine lot 
of Leghorn Cockerels for sale, both single and rose 
comb, at reasonable prices, quality considered. 

Address— GEORGE WOOD, Louise Bridge P.O., 
Winnipeg, Man. 


BUY 

Winter Layers. 

Light Brahmas and Barred Plymouth Rocks. I 

For want of room I have decided to sell all my 
LIGHT BRAHMAS, prize winners included. Young 
and old birds, single pairs or trios for sale from 
$2.00 upwards. Eggs in season. My stock have 
won prizes at the leading shows in Canada. 

E. R. COLLIER, Box 562, Winnipeg. 


BLACK MINORCAS 

J. DENNER & SON, 295 Fountain St., Winnipeg, 
Breeders of high-class Minorcas, will this season 
breed from two pens. 

No. 1 Pen—headed by brother to the winner of 
New York Show, 1897, mated to pullets imported di¬ 
rect from Pitts, of England, winner at the Crystal 
Palace. 

No. 2 Pen—Pitts’ cockerel and Duffs and Roberts’ 
hens. A limited number of Eggs for setting will be 
sold from these two pens. 2246 


G. H. Grundy, vird*!S, 6 Man., 

Breeder of 

Exhibition Barred Plymouth Rocks, 

Silver Laced Wyandottes & B.R. Came Bantams. 

Choice Breeders for sale at $1.50 and upwards 
Pairs, trios and pens mated not akin. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. If you want the best at fair prices, 
write me. Buy a cockerel and improve your stock, 
I will give you good value. Eggs in season. 


J. TODD &. CO. 

Breeders of pure Stock in the following lines of 
Poultry: — 

Barred and Buff P. Rocks. Golden and Sil¬ 
ver Spangled Hamburg*. Black Langshans. 
Eggs, $2 for 13; $3.50 for 26. 

Stock for Sale. Will help customers to get any 
other Stock required. 

J TODD A. CO , 457 Henry St., Wpg. 
Standard-bred, Prize Winning 

SINGLE COMB WHITE LEGHORNS, 

Cockerels for sale from $2 to $4 each. 

EGGS for Hatching, from pen No. 1 ... $2 for 13 
“ “ “ No. 2&3 . $1 for 13 

For delivery after April 1st. 

W. A Pettit, Boyd Ave., Winnipeg. 

EGGS IN WINTER. 

POULTRY SUPPLIES : 


WHITE 

PLYMOUTH ROCKS. 

Winning at last Exhibition of Manitoba Poultry 
Association four firsts and two second prizes. 

If you want good birds, write for prices. 

S. B. BLACKHALL, 

696 McMlcken St., Winnipeg. 

COCKERELS ! COCKERELS ! ! 

BUFF COCHINS. 

Being overstocked I am prepared to sacrifice fifty 
splendid birds, including first prize winners at 
Winnipeg and Brandon Fairs, ’98. Farmers and 
others wishing to increase size of next year’s chick¬ 
ens cannot afford to miss this chance. 

F. D. BLAKELY, 

2304 285 Ellen St., Winnipeg 


Green Cut Bone, Ground Oyster Shells, 
Webster and Hannum Bone Cutters, Veget¬ 
able Cutters, etc. 

A few fine PEKIN DUCKS for sale. Write for 
particulars. R. DOLBEAR, 1238 Main St.,Winnipeg. 


Varieties Choice Poultry. Eggs, Pigeons, 
German Hares. Described in a natural colored 
60 page book, 10c. J. A. Bergey, Telford, Pa., U'.S.A. 


When writing, mention The Farmer. 
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his place, and did not think, if a man were 
ordered out to make a test, that he would 
find much in his herd of 150 head. He 
thanked the directors exceedingly for this 
opportunity of making a few remarks ; 
he was pleased to know that they had had 
such a successful gathering; and he would 
be glad if he had said anything that could 
help to the conclusion that farming is a 
little different from wheat growing; that 
wheat growing is not farming in its en¬ 
tirety; that there are greater things than 
wheat growing. 

At the close of the proceedings E. A. 
Struthers, seconded by D. Munroe, mov¬ 
ed the thanks of the Associations to the 
City Council for the use of the City Hall, 
to the press for the liberal notices given 
and the reports furnished of all their meet¬ 
ings, to Professor Craig, of Iowa, Messrs. 
Peterson, Mackay, Marker, and Kinsella, 
as represeriting the Territories, for their 
presence and contributions to the proceed¬ 
ings; to Dr. Rutherford. M.P., and S. A. 
Bedford ; also to the Hon. Thos. Green¬ 
way for his address and for the kindly as¬ 
sistance rendered by him and the mem¬ 
bers of his government to the dairy, cat¬ 
tle, sheep and hog industries of the Pro- 
ince. 

On motion of C. C. Macdonald, second¬ 
ed by D. Munroe, the following resolution 
was passed unanimously: Whereas the mer¬ 
chants of Manitoba have placed the repu¬ 
tation of creamery butter of this Province 
in danger by using the square or Austra¬ 
lian package for packing dairy and infer¬ 
ior butter and thereby misleading the pur¬ 
chaser of creamery butter, be it resolved 
that this Association recommend to the 
Dominion government the advisability of 
passing a stringent law, naming the square 
or Australian package as a creamery pack¬ 
age only, and not to be used in any case 
except for packing creamery butter. The 
word creamery to mean any institution 
where two or more patrons contribute the 
cream or milk from two or more different 
herds of cows. 

The chairman closed the meeting with 
a few words of congratulation on the most 
successful and interesting gathering yet 
held, and the audience joined in singing 
“God Save the Queen.” 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

WESTERN HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

The annual meeting of this association 
was held in the City Hall, Winnipeg, on 
February 10th, Rev. Professor Baird pre¬ 
siding. The treasurer’s report showed 
that there were 60 members and that the 
government had given a grant of $ 100 , 
but the printing of the annual bulletin 
and smaller incidental expenses had left 
them with a balance on the wrong side. 
It was decided to offer Green’s Amateur 
Fruitgrower as a premium to all subscri¬ 
bers this year. The officers elected for the 
coming year are :—President, Professor 
Baird; local Vice-Presidents, S. A. Bed¬ 
ford, Brandon; John Caldwell, Virden ; 
A. McKay, Indian Head ; St. Clare Mc¬ 
Gregor, Mekiwin ; Thomas Frankland, 
Stonewall, and A. P. Stevenson, Nelson; 
Secretary, A. F. Angus, Winnipeg; Trea- 
urer, W. G. Scott, Winnipeg; Councillors, 
Dr. Bryce, G. H. Grcig, H. C. Whellams, 
Auditor, D. Horne. 

The recent Dominion legislation prohi¬ 
biting the introduction of woody plants of 
all sorts from the United States, as a safe¬ 
guard from the San Jose scale, was 
brought under review and unanimously 
condemned as being quite uncalled for so 
far as Manitoba is concerned. We run 
no possible risk of loss from that cause 
and by the operation of the new ordinance 
we are prohibited from buying in the 
States to the south of us nursery stock 
which all experience shows to be much 
better and more reliable in every way 


than anything we can buy in the east. 
Our climate is akin to that of Minnesota 
in its effect on fruit growing and all our 
best imported sorts can be traced to the 
southern nurseries. The Ontario nurser¬ 
ies that handle the stock we want are all 
too far south, and their plants too tender. 
That and the difficulty of transportation 
from the east as compared with Minneso¬ 
ta,combine to make these restrictions very 
injurious and obstructive to the best in¬ 
terests of western horticulturists. One 
example may be quoted. The American 
Cottonwood is known to be hardy and 
one of the very best trees possible for 
planting in shelter belts. The same va¬ 
riety brought in from the east is practi¬ 
cally worthless, and yet this specimen of 
paternal legislation compels us to waste our 
time and money on dozens of eastern va¬ 
rieties of shrubs and trees unsuitable to 
our climate, or go without. There was 
not one of the group of first-rate horti¬ 
culturists assembled that did not strongly 
support the position taken by men of ripe 
experience like Stevenson, Alston, Hay, 
and Fonseca on this point, and it is to be 
I oped the restriction so far as it refers to 
Manitoba will be promptly repealed. 

Mr. P. Middleton. Brandon, gave an 
interesting report of the work done at 
Brandon last summer to start a summer 
show, which by the zeal of one or two 
good men and the hearty support of the 
whole community had been a financial 
success and a powerful incentive to home 
gardening in that city. The last show of 
the same kind held at Winnipeg proved a 
financial failure,and though it was thought 
very desirable by the horticulturists pre¬ 
sent that a show should be held at Win¬ 
nipeg in the end of August, no resolution 
was come to on the point. Brandon ex¬ 
pects to do still better this year than last. 

Papers were read by Mr. Bedford on 
Hedges, and W. G. Fonseca on Apple¬ 
growing in Winnipeg. Mr. Hay, Port¬ 
age la Prairie, spoke on the same subject, 
and an interesting discussion followed, 
both papers. For tall hedges the Ameri¬ 
can White Willow is one of the best sorts, 
as it does not break down with a load of 
melting snow in spring as is the case with 
the maples. But for this cottonwood' and 
hard maple would be preferable, as they 
grow more readily. For smaller hedges 
white spruce, caragana or Siberian pea, 
lilac and the native rose are desirable 
sorts. For smaller divisions perhaps the 
prettiest is the Asiatic maple (atcer ginn- 
ala), the weeping caragana ; lonicera, 
snowberry, and artemisia are also very 
good. This last sort Mr. McKay uses 
very freely. Small plants well trimmed 
before planting and kept well dressed up 
afterwards, are best. Frequent surface 
cultivation, especially after rains, is very 
important to the health and vigor of all 
hedges. In the discussion that followed 
the following points were emphasized 
Don’t clip caragana too often, box elder 
not after July. In Mr. McKay’s experi¬ 
ence, too high hedges are less protection 
to tender plants than if they were lower. 
Where wind gets freer access frost gets 
less chance to take hold. Propagation 
by layers is sometimes quicker than using 
seed. 

W. G. Fonseca’s paper went to show 
that Trancedent crab is the best variety 
yet seen round Winnipeg. His trees came 
from Minnesota and there are a good Pew 
of the same in and near the city. Siber¬ 
ian crab is useful and hardy. Mr. Lyall, 
at Portage la Prairie, had last year a 
small tree that bore 47 fine apples of Duch¬ 
ess of Oldenburg. A. P. Stevenson had 
last fall several good standard apples and 
is quite successful with crabs. Nelson Bed¬ 
ford, at Morden, grew 70 baskets of crabs 
last fall and has always had good success. 
On the question of shelter, Mr. Waugh 
showed that Mr. Parkinson, Portage la 


Prairie, preferred growing in the open, as 
that prevented blossom coming too early. 
Mr. Fonseca’s trees are grown with se¬ 
veral stems and are thus less liable to 
sunscald. Mr. Stevenson grows on one 
stem, that he may protect the stems from 
disease and rabbits, by means of an up¬ 
right box fitted round the tree every win¬ 
ter and filled with earth. Crabs on the 
lower bench of the Red River Valley are 
quite reliable, but further west are scarce¬ 
ly worth trying. In the Territories no ap- 
I lc of any kind has yet fruited, and the 
best efforts on the Indian Head farm have 
proved a dead failure. Even at Brandon 
or.ly the Siberian crab gives any promise. 

A paper by Wyman Elliott, Minneapo¬ 
lis, recounted the early struggles and dis¬ 
appointments of horticultural enthusiasts 
ir. Minnesota, who vainly tried to accli¬ 
matize the apples of the eastern states. 
Now they have 200 varieties and Southern 
Minnesota abounds in apple orchards, 
the Wealthy and Duchess being most suc¬ 
cessful. Mr. Elliots expects that by hang¬ 
ing on to the work we in Manitoba may 
ultimately achieve success. Mr. Steven¬ 
son pointed out that a five years’ test is 
short enough to get any reliable data on 
the score of hardiness. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 

At the evening session, Thos.Frankland, 
Stonewall, read a paper on plums. He 
regards De Sota and another half-dozen 
named sorts of Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
origin, as reliable for the best situations, 
but of these Mr. Stevenson finds Cheney 
quite the best, with the Aitkin, as a recent 
acquisition, full of promise. Good varie¬ 
ties grafted on native seedlings, or suck¬ 
ers from approved sorts, are the proper 
means of propagation. When you sow 
the pits from the best sorts you don't 
know what you are to get, and it will take 
about five years to find out whether there 
is any one of those seedlings worth grow¬ 
ing except as stocks on which to graft the 
right sorts. Plums need no pruning to 
speak of. and there are approved remedies 
for their diseases. The prospect for good 
plums on land less than 1000 feet above 
sea level is very bright. For cooking es¬ 
pecially, the flavor of a native plum of 
the right sort far excels that of the big 
insipid B.C. sorts. 

Papers were also read by A. P. Stev¬ 
enson on lessons from the past year, by 
A. McKay on Fruit Growing in the Ter¬ 
ritories, and by J. J. Gunn, Gonor, on 
Bee-keeping, but our notice of these must 
be deferred to a later issue. The free dis¬ 
cussion on all of these papers was one of 
the strong features of this gathering. All 
who took part were familiar with the top¬ 
ics dealt with, which made their opinions 
so much the more valuable. 


HALLOCK'S SUCCESS 

Anti-Clog Weeder and Cultivator 

This Implement is used largely on the American 
side on all kinds of crops after sowing to kill the 
small weeds as they start, and preserve moisture. 
A number were imported into Manitoba last year, 
and used very successfully on the grain and root 
crops, increasing the yield considerably. I used two 
last season, and was highly pleased with their work. 
Send to me for circulars with cuts, descriptions and 
price. Order Early. 

H. NICHOL, Agent, Brandon, Man. Box 382 


PAUL SALA, 

Importer and Dealer in the Best Standard 
Brands of 

WHISKIES, BRANDIES, WINES, &c. 

Family and Country Trade a Speciality. 

513 Main St., Winnipeg. 
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of each month. 
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Subscription to Canada or the U.S., 81 a year, in 
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

It is the intention of the publishers of this paper 
to admit into their columns none but reliable ad 
vertisers, and we believe that all the advertise¬ 
ments in this p iper are from such parties. If sub¬ 
scribers find any of them to be otherwise, we will 
esteem it a favour if they will advise us, and we 
will at any time give our personal attention to any 
complaints which we receive. Always mention this 
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risers often advertise different things in several 
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letters. 

Either on business or editorial matters, should be 
addressed simply “The Nor’-West Farmer, P. O 
Box 1310, Winnipeg,” and not to any individual. 

Look at Your Subscription Label. 

When you pay your subscription, watch the name 
label on the next two issues which you receive. On 
the first issue following payment, it might not give 
the correct date—the type-setting machine may 
make an error and the proof not be corrected before 
mailing day. But if the date is not correct on the 
second issue please notify us by postal card. 

Look at the date label now. Are you in 
arrears ? Are you “paid up” to the endofl899? The 
label will tell you. If in arrears, please renew 
promptly. 


WINNIPEG, FEBRUARY 20, 1899. 


TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. 


We have received so many new subscrib¬ 
ers during the last month that we are unable 
to send them back numbers of The Farmer 
We printed what we thought would be suf¬ 
ficient to meet all demands and give every 
person sending in his subscription before the 
end of February, a copy of The Farmer 
since the first of the year, but we have 
fallen short of the mark by a large num¬ 
ber, and January issues are now exhausted. 
We will, however, give each subscriber a 
full year from the date of the first issue 
sent. 


STOCK IN CARS FOR THE 
TERRITORIES. 

The directors of the live stock breeders 
held a meeting at the close of the conven¬ 
tions at which it was decided to make ar¬ 
rangements for availing themselves of the 
provisions made by the government of the 
Northwest Territories for the transport of 
pnre-bred bulls. It is expected that by 
about the middle of April enough pure-bred 
stock will be sold to make up a car load. 
The sellers will require to advise the sec¬ 
retary of the association of the number and 
destination of the animals, when he will at 
once proceed to make arrangements for hav¬ 
ing them shipped off to their destinations in 
charge of a competent man. The secretary 
is to have nothing to do with the sale or 
pedigrees of the animals, only the transport 
arrangements will be attended to by him. 


OUR LIVE STOCK INTERESTS. 

In this great wheat growing province one 
frequently hears that wheat is king, but no 
one could mingle with the stockmen attend¬ 
ing the meetings during convention week 
without feeling that “ King Wheat ” had a 
lively rival in the stock interests, at least for 
the time being. From mingling with the 
stockmen and from various addresses the 
fact was impressed upon us that many of 
the farmers of Manitoba are realizing that 
stock raising is the sure foundation upon 
which to base successful farm operations. 

During the last year there has been a 
growing demand for pure-bred stock, espec¬ 
ially sires, from all parts of the province, 
but there is not anything like enough stock 
in the country to meet the demand. Then, 
loo, the ranchers of the western plains are 
realizing the deterioration that has taken 
place in the herds during the last five or six 
years and are now looking for large num¬ 
bers of good sires for use upon their range 
stock. 

Turning further afield, to Ontario, where 
the various live stock associations held their 
annual meetings the same week as their 
western brethren, we notice that one and all 
of these associations report a very suc¬ 
cessful year. We note, too, the hopeful 
feeling that ran through all the addresses. 
The work accomplished by the Dominion 
Cattle, Sheep and Swine Breeders Associa¬ 
tions in securing reduced rates from the 
railways for carrying pure-bred stock, either 
in car lots or individually, has been a great 
boon to stock breeders in all parts of the 
Dominion. These associations, and particu¬ 
larly their indefatigable secretary, F. W. 
Hodson, should have the thanks of every 
breeder for these privileges, especially the 
one allowing the associations,to collect ani¬ 
mals from various breeders and ship all in 
one car. As a rule, stockmen are not 
wealthy, and the reduced cost of transporta¬ 
tion is a great advantage to them. Then, 
too, Canada is a country of long distances. 
By these arrangements the breeders in the 
Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland in 
the east ; and from Manitoba to British 
Columbia in the west, are benefited and 
brought near to each other. 

As an example of the reduction effected 
by the associations we may say that the 
freight charges front Ontario points to Win¬ 
nipeg have been reduced considerably over 
one-half for young animals, and the reduc¬ 
tion has been even greater for older ones. 
These reductions have particularly benefited 
small breeders and put it within the power 
of farmers to obtain individual animals 
from the large breeding centres at reason¬ 
able rates, but which were heretofore al¬ 
most prohibitory. These reductions will 
have a decided effect in developing inter¬ 
provincial trade. 

If the figures were at hand they would 
show very clearly that the breeders of Man¬ 
itoba and the Territories, as well as British 
Columbia had greatly benefited by reason of 
the reduced rates. 

But the reduction in the freight rates is 
not the only good work the Live Stock As¬ 
sociations have accomplished during the 
past year. The monthly lists of live stock 
for sale, which have been published and 
sent to breeders throughout Canada and the 
United States, have been a most potent fac¬ 
tor in making sales and developing inter 
provincial trade. This list has been of 
special benefit to the small breeders and also 
to prospective buyers. They have brought 
the buyer and the seller together in a way 
that was never done before and are capable 
of accomplishing even greater good than 
they have done bv developing a large inter¬ 
provincial trade in all kinds of live stock. 


Winnipeg Industrial Exhibition. 

The annual meeting of the shareholders, 
held on Thursday, Feb. i 6 th, brought out a 
larger attendance than any previous meet¬ 
ing. The manager, F. W. Heubach, pre¬ 
sented his annual statement, which showed 
that the association had had a successful 
year, and came out with a balance of $i,- 
684.89 to the good, besides adding largely 
to the buildings on the grounds and mak¬ 
ing many improvements. The annual re¬ 
port, which had been distributed in printed 
form, then can've up for adoption. Objec¬ 
tion was taken to the way many items had 
been grouped into large sums without giv¬ 
ing detail, and it was contended that as the 
institution was supported by public moneys 
the taxpayers were entitled to the fullest 
information. Space will not permit of dis¬ 
cussion in this issue, but on a future oc¬ 
casion we may take up the question. Bal¬ 
loting for directors then followed, with the 
folowing result : Messrs. Win. Brvdon, S. 
Nairn. F. W. Thompson, John McKechnie, 
G. F. Bryan, A. Strang, G. F. Galt, D. E. 
Sprague, D. Smith, Mayor Andrews, I. M. 
Ross, L. A. Hamilton, G. J. Maulson, A. 
M. Nanton, E. L. Drewry, J. T. Gordon, 
and J. FI. Ashdown. 

The balance of the board of directors are: 
Aid. Ross and Harvey, representing ..he 
City Council ; D. Munroe, the Manitoba 
Dairy Association ; H. A. Chadwick, the 
Manitoba Poultry Association ; R. I. M. 
Power, Carberry, the Manitoba Horse 
Breeders’ Association ; John G. Barron, 
Carberry, the Pure-Bred Cattle Breeders’ 
Association ; S. J. Thompson, the Sheep 
and Swine Breeders’ Association. 

At the close of the meeting the directors 
present met and elected Wm. Brydon pres¬ 
ident. The various committees were then 
appointed and a start made for another 
successful exhibition, which is to be held 
from! the 10 th to 15 th of July, 1899 . 


Live Stock Impounded. 

Impounded. 

St. Andrew’s (municipality), Man.—One 
horse, color dark grey, hind feet white, 
branded on right shoulder with a heart 
scar on right hip, branded J. T. on left side, 
about 4 years old. W. C. Sutherland. 

St. Francois Xavier (municipality), Man. 
—One colt, color red, white star on fore¬ 
head, and left hind feet white, about 3 years 
old. Paul La France. 

Dauphin, Man.—One gelding, color dark 
bay, with lump on right fore knee, about 6 
years old. D. McKillop, 3 , 26 , 19 . 

Estray. 

Petrel, Man.—One red and white 2 -year- 
old steer. S. McKinnon, 36 , 11 , 15 . 

Wellwood, Man.—One 2 -year-old heifer. 
J. Munro, 36 , 12 , 15 . 

Lost. 

Wellwood, Man.—One cow, light red, 8 
years old, white spot on forehead, small 
piece off points of both horns. Reward, $ 5 . 
David Wright, 36, 12, 14W. 

Hazel Cliffe, Assa. — One black Polled 
steer, hind feet turned in, slit in ear, about 
3 years old, lost since November. J. S. Lee. 

Dauphin. Man.—One dark sorrel mare, 
3 years old, broad white stripe on face, both 
hind legs and one front leg white about 
half way up to the knee, low set, weighs 
about 1.100 lbs. Reward, $ 15 , for informa¬ 
tion leading to recovery. A. G. Ross. 


COLD STORAGE 

For Creameries, Dairymen and Butchers. Refer¬ 
ences—C. C McDonald. Dairy ln c pector, and Aid. 
T. Cowan. Winnipeg Prices given on application. 

G. T. LAIRD, 214 James St., Winnipeg. 




THE NOR’-WEST FARMER, FEBRUARY 20, 1899. 


125 



ENGINE W ORKS CO. 




WINNIPEG, MAN. 


Simplicity, 

Strength, 

Etticiency, 

Durability, 

Ease of 
'Operation, 

It Stands 
Unequalled 


The Steel IChampion Road Grader. 


The Champion is KING. As a ditcher it has no equal. It leads for cutting down and widening roads. Moves earth to 
perfection. Lightest draft Road Machine made. LOOKS WELL—WORKS WELL—WEARS WELL. 

The Peer of Road Machines. Write for Catalogue. 


Market Review. 

Winnipeg, Feb. 20 th, 1899 . 

Reports from the Western States are to 
the effect that range cattle suffered a great 
deal during the exceedingly cold and stormy 
weather we have lately experienced. What 
our own range cattle have suffered has not 
been reported as yet. 

Bonspiel week was a good one for nier- 
chants in Winnipeg. General business 
throughout the country is quiet. During 
the cold weather wheat deliveries practically 
ceased. Wholesale business is reported as 
being very good. Bank clearings continue 
to be ahead of previous years. 

Wheat. 

Wheat has made practically little or no 
change for weeks. One day the bulls have 
the turn, the next day the bears have rather 
the best of the game. This afternoon the 
Chicago quotations were about a cent and a 
quarter better than they opened. On the 
local call board about 68 c. was the figure in 
the end of the last week. To-day buyers 
stood at 69 c., sellers 6gic., and next to no 
business doing. A little more certainty as 
to the effect of the last fortnight’s frost on 
the U. S. crop may influence prices one way 
or the other, but meantime business is stag¬ 
nant. The elevator men are insisting on 
grain being cleaned out of the elevators be¬ 
fore the 10 th of March for fear of grain 
heating. Farmers should take note of this. 
The inspection of cars at Winnipeg for the 
past week are : Extra Manitoba hard, 1 car; 
No. 1 hard, 37 ; No. 2 hard, 6 ; No. 3 hard, 
2 ; No. 1 northern, 39 ; No. 2 northern. 13 ; 
No. 3 northern, 1 ; No. x spring, 4 ; No. 1 
white Fyfe, 1 ; No. 1 frosted, 1 ; rejected 
( 1 ), 4 ; rejected ( 2 ), 2 ; no grade, 140 ; 
total, 251 cars. 

This shows the very unsatisfactory qual¬ 
ity of the grain now moving. 

Oats 

We may quote about 3 cents better than a 
fortnight ago. Best northwestern oats now 
make 34 c. at Winnipeg. ’ Local deliveries 
27 c. to 31 c. It is very likely that these fig¬ 
ures will be sustained, as there is a strong 
feeling all over that a change of seed, and 
that of the best procurable, must be got to 


keep up the quality. Dow & Currie, of 
Pilot Mound, are looking up good seed 
samples for that district, and any choice lots 
will make all that is yet going, and perhaps 
more. 

It is about needless to quote for any other 
cereal products, as last fortnight’s quota¬ 
tions are practically unchanged. 

Horses. 

Dealers report that several car loads of 
horses have been sold, but prices vary so ac¬ 
cording to quality that no figures can be 
given. Grand’s Repository, Toronto, re¬ 
port a sale of drivers at from $65 to $ 175 , 
according to quality. A lot of delivery 
horses that had been in use for some time 
sold for about an average of $ 40 , while sev¬ 
eral pairs went for $200 to $ 265 . Horses 
of good weight and fine quality and action 
always bring the highest price.' 

Cattle. 

Market is quiet. Reports from the ranges 
as to the effects of the recent cold weather 
have not come in yet. Butchers’ cattle run 
at about 3 fc. 

Milch cows continue at prices given in 
last market report. 

Sheep. 

None offering. 

Hogs. 

Choice weights, off the cars, bring 4 lc. 
market in the east is looking up a little. 

Cheese. 

Prices remain at figures quoted in last re¬ 
port, gic. for large and 10 c. for small ones. 

Creamery Butter. 

The market is steady. Prices run at from 
22 c. to 23 c., according to quality and quan¬ 
tity. 

Dairy Butter. 

Market quiet at perhaps a trifle better fig¬ 
ures than at last report. Rolls and prints 
bring 15 c. to 17 c. Good dairy tubs will 
bring about the same prices. 

Eggs. 

No change in prices since last market re¬ 
port. 

Poultry. 

Manitoba chickens are scarce and good 
prices are being offered for them ; 10 c. to 


12 c. per pound. Other poultry about the 
same as in last report. 

Potatoes. 

Quiet at 40 c. to 45 c. per bushel. 

Hides 

No change. Same as last market report. 


PROGRESSIVE, PUSHING PEOPLE 

Demand up-to-date railroad train service. 
Two fast trains leave Minneapolis and St. 
Paul daily via Wisconsin Central Lines for 
Milwaukee, Chicago and Eastern and South¬ 
ern points, elegantly equipped with Sleep 
; ing, Dining, Cafe and Parlor Cars. Ask your 
nearest ticket agent for further information . 
JAS. C. POND, 

Gen’l Pass. Agent, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 


THE 

SALT 

THAT 

SALTS 

Costs no more than the salt that 
only half does the work that all 
salt is expected to do. Reason ? 
All salt is not ALL salt ! 

WINDSOR SALT is nothing but 
absolutely pure, sifted, purified 
Salt Crystals. 

Progressive Grocers Sell 

WINDSOR SALT. 

THE WINDSOR SALT CO., Ld. 

WINDSOR, ONT. 


BROME GRASS SEED. 

CHOICE HOME GROWN. 

APPI.Y TO— 

H. W. White, Carberry, Man. 
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Veterinary Association 


The annual meeting of the Manitoba Vet¬ 
erinary Association was held in Winnipeg, 
February 8 th. There were present the fol¬ 
lowing members : Drs. Spiers, Virden ; 
Nagle, Morden ; W. H. Smith, Carman ; J. 
H. Lipsett, Holland; McGillivray, Manitou; 
Rombough, Morden; Baker, Russell ; Mc¬ 
Millan, Brandon ; Henderson, Carberry ; 
Welch, Roland ; Shoults, Gladstone ; Ruth¬ 
erford, Portage la Prairie ; Coxe, Brandon; 
Atkinson. Hinmati, Martin. H. D. Smith, 
Torrance, Little, and Dunbar, of Win¬ 
nipeg. The chair was occupied by 
Dr. Little, the president of the associa¬ 
tion. After the routine business had been 
transacted and the report of Dr. Dunbar, 
secretary-treasurer, had been presented 
and adopted, the election of officers for the 
ensuing year took place, and resulted as fol¬ 
lows : President, H. D. Smith, Winnipeg ; 
vice-president, Dr. John Spiers, Virden ; 
secretary-treasurer and registrar, Dr. W. J. 
Hinman, Winnipeg ; examining committee, 
Dr. W. S. Henderson. Carberry ; and Drs. 
Smith and Hinman, Winnipeg. 

Dr.Hilton read a very instructive paper on 
“Excision of the Mammary Gland,” which 
was afterwards fully discussed by the mem¬ 
bers of the association. The subject of 
tuberculosis in cattle was then taken up and 
formed the main topic of the evening.. 


THE STEEL 

CHAMPION 


Unequalled for SIMPLICITY, LIGHT DRAFT, STRENGTH & DURABILITY. 
4 Sizes—14, 16, 18 and 22 Shoe. 

CHAIN DRIVE. The 18 and 22 Shoe Drills are Double Geared. 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO . . . 

The Frost & Wood Co., Ltd 


A Question in Breeding. 

J. G., Pilot Mound : “ I. My bull is ad¬ 
dicted to the habit of self-abuse, which he 
practices very frequently. Have had very 
poor satisfaction with him as a breeder dur¬ 
ing the past year, and, though being heavily 
fed, he keeps very thin. Can any treat¬ 
ment be applied to cure him of the habit ? 
2 . Is there any way of bringing cows more 
readily into season ?” 

Answer.—I. Don’t feed much stimulating 
food and give the bull exercise every day. 
If the habit is too strongly confirmed you 
had better have him castrated and get an¬ 
other bull. 

2 . There is no way more sure than keep¬ 
ing the cows in good healthy breeding con¬ 
dition by suitable feed, exercise, and care in 
preventing them from becoming too fat. In 
summer time, when at pasture, the presence 
of a bull in the herd has a good effect. 


Better than Klondyke Gold: 

A GOOD PUMP 

that will not freeze in winter. 


Answers to Questions. 

By an Experienced Veterinarian . 


f ijlra We make a specialty of large 

g'ljVa Pumps for watering cattle— 

5-lncn bore iron cylinder, por 
I k m celain lined. 

> I ft All kindsof Pumps repaired. 

Ur U Office and Factory, Ninth 

' A St., opposite Northern Pacific 

Kf Station. 

|fJ, j Address— H. CATER, 

.— ) Brandon, Man. 

Write for Prices. 

Agent for Myer’s Pumps with brass lined cylinders 
and glass valve seats. 


As it is desired to make this column as interesting 
and valuable as possible to subscribers, advice is 
given in it free in answer to questions on veterinary 
matters. Enquiries must in all cases lie accompan¬ 
ied bv the name and address of the subscriber,but 
the name will not be published if so desired. Free 
answers are only given in our columns. Persons 
requiring answers sent them privately by mail must 
enclose a fee of 81.50. All enquiries must be plainly 
written, and symptoms clearly but briefly set forth. 


but is occasionally found on the lower part 
of the body. It may remain on the same 
horse for years, giving no trouble in the 
summer time, but causing itchiness in the 
winter months. The reason for this is that 
the parasite lives on the secretion from the 
tiny sebaceous glands of the skin. These 
pour out an abundant secretion in warm 
weather, but in winter their product is 
scanty and the parasite is obliged to bite the 
skin to obtain a living. Treatment of such 
cases is rendered easier if the legs are clip¬ 
ped. Wash the parts affected with soft soap 
and water to remove all scabs ; then wet 
the skin thoroughly with a 4 % solution of 
creolin in water. Repeat twice a week until 
cured. 

2 . Hen lice and cattle lice are of different 
species, but hen lice will live on cattle for a 
time and occasion much discomfort, al¬ 
though they are not as injurious as the varie¬ 
ty peculiar to cattle. Hen lice are some¬ 
times called “ the little red lice ” to dis¬ 
tinguish them from ordinary cattle lice, 
which are larger and of a bluish white 
color. 


Septic Metritis. 

B. T. W., Seamo : “ I had a cow calve 

on Feb. 5 th, 1899 . She had twins, but both 
were dead. She appeared all right herself, 
but did not clean well. I noticed on the 7 th 
that she did not appear well, so gave her a 
pint of linseed oil. On the 8 th she took her 
mash and bran, but would take nothing else. 
Then she got very sick, breathing heavy, as 
though she had a bad cold. There was 
twitching of the muscles in her fore legs. I 
blanketed her. I offered her oatmeal gruel, 
but she would not take it ; so I put twenty 
drops of aconite in it and gave it as a 
drench. She died on the 8 th. I examined 
her and found a large swelling just inside 
the top of the pelvis, and inflamed towards 
the calf bed. Can you inform me as to 
what was the matter and what should have 
been the treatment ?” 

Answer.—Your cow died from septic 
metritis, a condition resembling blood pois¬ 
oning and caused by the presence of putrid 
matter in the womb. Part of the afterbirth 
must have been retained, and becoming 
putrid set up inflammation in the 
womb, and poisoned the system. Treat¬ 
ment includes removing the retained pla¬ 
centa. washing out the womb with a warm 
antiseptic solution until perfectly clean, and 
the administration of medicines calculated 
to purify the blood and counteract the bad 
effects of the septic material circulating in 
the system. 


Scratches. 

Driver, Winnipeg : “ Horse has had 

scratches for some time, and I have tried 
zinc ointment and other external applica¬ 
tions, but without cure. Plis legs do nol 
swell, and there are no signs of grease leg. 
Should not some medicine be given for the 
blood, and what would you recommend ?” 

Answer—Yes, an internal remedy will as¬ 
sist in effecting a cure. Would recommend 
powdered hyposulphate of soda -a table¬ 
spoonful in the feed two or three times a 
day. 


Itchiness—Clipping Horses. 

W. J. R., Pipestone : “ 1 . My horses are 
troubled with itchiness, more especially be¬ 
tween the bind legs and under the belly. 
There is quite a scurf,which comes off when 
you rub it. What is wrong and what is the 
cure ? I understand there are a number of 
horses with the same trouble around here. 
Would you advise clipping the hair off 
heavy horses in the spring ? 2 . Are hen 

lice and cattle lice the same, or will hen lice 
live on cattle ?” 

Answer.— 1 . Itchiness in the localities 
mentioned, on the legs and under the belly, 
is often caused by a minute parasite, much 
smaller than a louse, and belonging to the 
same family as the mites which cause mange 
in horses and scab in sheep. This parasite 
prefers to live on the skin of the hind legs. 


Ringbone. 

J. B. D., Didsbury, Alta. : “ I have a 
colt. 8 months old, which I weaned at 4 
months, and kept tied in the stable ever 
since, only leading it out to water every 
day. On January 28 I noticed a lameness 
in its left hind leg. There is a swelling just 
above the hoof, which I think causes the 
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lameness, and has the appearance of ring¬ 
bone. Will you please prescribe treatment 
if you consider it ring-bone ?” 

Answer.—The history of this case, the 
long confinement in a stable, makes it likely 
that this colt is now suffering from ring¬ 
bone, resulting from neglect of the feet. 
When a horse is prevented from taking ex¬ 
ercise by being constantly stabled, the hoofs 
are not worn off as fast as they grow, and 
gradually attain an unnatural length. This 
excessive growth should be pared off at 
regular intervals, otherwise an undue strain 
is thrown on the bones and ligaments and 
disease may be produced as in this case. 
Begin your treatment by trimming the foot 
short, then apply a blister to the ring-bone, 
and repeat in a fortnight. If not cured, 
then have the part fired by a veterinary sur¬ 
geon. 

Lice on Cattle—Swelled Udder. 

H. H. E., Marringhurst : “ i. Can you 
tell me the best way to rid cattle of lice ; 
also colts ? 2 . What is the best thing to use 
to take down the hard swelling in a young 
cow’s udder, as ours are coming in very 
much swollen ? ” 

Answer.—I. See answer to X. Y. Z., on 
page 83 of last number. 

2 . Milk frequently, gently and thoroughly. 
After milking rub the udder for some time 
with camphorated oil and goose oil in 
equal parts. If the udder is inflamed and 
painful, hot water bathing should be used 
several times a day in addition to the hand¬ 
rubbing. 

Loss of Cud. 

M. F. L., Gilbert Plains, writes : “ We 
have had three cattle,—one 7 -year-old cow 
and two heifers coming 3 years old that 
have been casting up their cud. It was 
started by the cow about ten days ago, and 
since then the two heifers have been affect¬ 
ed in the same way. They refuse to drink, 
and the cow lost her appetite, had a dry 
nose and cold horn for the first day or two. 
The two heifers, beyond refusing to drink, 
appear to be none the worse for the attack. 
Our cattle are all housed in comfortable 
stables, and are not left out long on cold 
or stormy days. The cattle in the stable 
the affected ones are in were fed oat straw 
in the beginning of the winter, and were 
then changed on to wheat straw, and get 
wheat straw to run at through the day. I 
should say that there was considerable twine 
in one piece of cud that one of the heifers 
cast up, but none noticeable in any of the 
rest. What is the cause of this, and what 
should be done to stop it ?” 

Answer.—Loss of cud is not a disease of 
itself and is usually only a symptom of some 
derangement of the digestive organs such as 
indigestion, impaction of the rumen, and 
constipation. The conditions affecting your 
cattle are apparently all right with the ex¬ 
ception of the feeding on wheat straw,which 
is a food very deficient in nutritive ele¬ 
ments, difficult of digestion and tending to 
produce constipation. If the straw was in 
any way injured by wet, as may easily be 
the case during the prolonged wet weather 
of last fall, it would cause the symptoms 
presented by your cattle. You should 
change the feed, and if there is no fodder 
to be obtained but wheat straw, give bran 
mashes or roots in addition. If the cattle 
are still affected when you read this, give 
each of them a full dose of Epsom salts. 

Rheumatism in Young Pigs. 

C. D., Regina : “ I have five young pigs, 
3 months old, that are unable to walk with¬ 
out pain. Seem to be crippled, lie down all 
the time, only getting up, and then with dif¬ 
ficulty, at feeding time. They are fed on 
chopped wheat and oats, mixed with skim- 
milk. They were first in rather a cold 


stable, then were moved to a warmer one. 
Symptoms first began with twitching in the 
face. Please give cause and remedy.” 

Answer.—Your pigs are affected with 
,rheumatic inflammation of the joints as a 
result of their experience in the cold stable. 
Although you have removed them to a 
warm place and the cause of the disease is 
no longer at work, the effect it has pro¬ 
duced will probably-remain, and your pigs 
are likely to remain permanent cripples. The 
disease produces serious changes in the 
joints where the smooth surface of the car¬ 
tilages covering the ends of the bones be¬ 
come ulcerated and roughened. Every 
movement is then painful and medicinal 
treatment is of very little use. 

Saltpetre—Antimony, Etc. 

J. B., Moosomin : “ 1 . Please tell me 

how often saltpetre should be given to 
horses. What color should their urine be ? 
Should it be white? 2 . I have a horse, now 
5 years old, that has always been thin in 
flesh ; no amount of feed will put flesh on 
him. Is black antimony good for putting 
flesh on a horse ? How much of it should 
be fed, and in what way ? Will it do 
harm ? 3 . How should resin be given to a 
horse ? Is it good with saltpetre ? How 
much of each should be given, and what 
is it good for ?” 

Answer.— 1 . Your question implies that 
it is necessary to give saltpetre to horses, 
and that is an idea which should be given 
up. A healthy horse requires no drugs, and 
much harm is done by indiscriminately giv¬ 
ing saltpetre, resin and other drugs to 
horses, that do not need them. A horse’s 
urine is naturally pale and slightly turbid—- 
that is, not perfectly clear. When largely 
fed on oats it is frequently so turbid as to 
appear whitish. When a horse has been 
sweating freely the urine is more scanty and 
more highly colored than at other times. A 
whitish appearance in the water is not a 
symptom of disease of the kidneys but an 
indication that the amount of oats given is 
larger than necessary. Saltpetre increases 
the quantity of urine and renders it more 
transparent. It may be given, when re¬ 
quired, in teaspoonful doses two or three 
times a week. 

2 . Black antimony is a drug which has 
fallen into ill-repute from the uncertainty 
of its action, and the fact that the improved 
condition sometimes seen in horses does not 
last after the drug is withdrawn. I would 
not, therefore, advise you to use it, but to 
give your horse a good tonic which will in¬ 
crease his appetite, improve his digestion 
and enable him to put on flesh. Such a 
tonic is composed of powdered sulphate of 
iron and gentian, 1 part of each ; powdered 
ginger, i part. A large teaspoonful in the 
feed three times a day. Have his teeth ex¬ 
amined by a veterinary surgeon. 

3 . Resin is used, like saltpetre, to increase 
the quantity of urine secreted. A table¬ 
spoonful of the powdered resin is an ordin¬ 
ary dose. If used with saltpetre, half the 
above dose is sufficient. 

Lame Knee. 

Geo. Harbottle, Pilot Mound : “ My 
horse is quite lame on one front knee. He 
hurt it about two years ago in the bush and 
seems quite stiff on it. Some times there is 
quite a lump on it, as though it were 
swollen. When I take him out of the 
stable and walk him a little, he goes quite 
lame, and it is worse when he trots. He 
is in good order and feels good and eats 
well. What can I do for him ? ” 

Answer.—Your horse has been lame for 
such a long time that the chances of curing 
him are very remote. In chronic lameness 
caused by disease of a joint such as the 
knee, the best results are obtained by treat¬ 
ment with the actual cautery, or “ firing,” 
and I would advise you to take your horse 
to a veterinary surgeon. 


Pin Worms. 

Sub., Morden : “ My colts are troubled 
with pin worms. What is the best way 0 s 
getting rid of them ?” 

Answer.—See answer to G. Lawley in the 
Nor’-West Farmer for Feb. 6 th. A colt 
will require about one-quarter the dose for 
an adult. 

Hypodermic Medication. 

G. E. Goddard, Cochrane, N. W. T. : 

Kindly inform me if there is any Veterin¬ 
ary work that treats with hypodermic injec¬ 
tions.” 

Answer.—There is no work known to me 
which deals exclusively with hypodermic 
medication, but all works on veterinary 
therapeutics contain the information re¬ 
quired. “A Manual on Veterinary Thera¬ 
peutics,” by E. Walter Hoars, F.R.C.V.S., 
will probably fill the bill. Medicines to be 
administered by hypodermic injection must 
be soluble, non-irritating to the tissues, and 
not too bulky, and these limitations confine 
us to rather a limited number of drugs, of 
which some are so expensive as almost to 
preclude their use for veterinary purposes. 



While our columns are always open for the discus¬ 
sion of any relevant subject, we ao not necessarily 
indorse the opinions of all contributors. Correspon¬ 
dents will kindly write on one side of the sheet only 
and in every case give the name—not necessarily for 
publication, but as a guarantee of good faith. All 
correspondence will be subject to revision. 


[Owing to our devoting so much space in 
this issue to the conventions held this 
month, we are compelled to hold over sev¬ 
eral pages of interesting correspondence, and 
other matter, which will appear in our issue 
of March 5 .] 

Warning Against Rye. 

G. E. Goddard, Bow River Ranche, Alta., 
writes : “ I see in your issue of January 20 
a letter from R. G. Speers, Battleford, en¬ 
quiring about rye for hay. I would like to 
warn him and others against it for female 
stock of any kind, and for males also, if not 
cut, as you suggest, in the bloom. Through 
it last year I had 30 cows slip their calves 
or have dead ones, four cows died, and I 
nearly lost a stallion. The ergot in it is dif¬ 
ficult to see sometimes ; it paralyzes an 
animal in the legs first and ends in con¬ 
vulsions. Cut very early, it is good and- 
safe for calves and steers, but does not 
equal other green feed. It’s only advantage 
is its heavy sure yield. Smut in oat or 
wheat hay is almost as bad as ergot.” 


Fodder Corn. 

H. B. Whelpton, Moosomin : “ Would 

like to get all the light I can on growing 
fodder corn. How it is generally cut, etc. 
That of Mr. Lawrence, in January 20 th 
issue, was very good.” 

Answer.—See report in this issue of Mr. 
Munroe’s address on “ Corn Growing,” at 
the Wednesday evening meeting. 


A Good Whitewash Wanted. 

S. S., Ochre River, wants whitewash for 
a log building that will not rub off. 

Note.—The information will be found on 
page 369 of the August issue of The Nor'- 
West Farmer, 1898 . 
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be delivered about March. The demand 
for young stock, Mr. Lawrence says, has 
always been good, but he has found it 
especially so this year, particularly for fe¬ 
males. 


Rosenfeld. 


Clearwater. 

Three or four miles west of the town is 
the “Restronguet Stock Farm,” owned by 
the well-known Shorthorn breeders, Jos. 
Lawrence & Sons. This herd has in past 
years won for itself quite a reputation in 
the Provincial show rings and is gener¬ 
ally well-known. At present about 100 
head are kept. This farm certainly con¬ 
tains splendid facilities for the stock busi¬ 
ness, comprising as it does, 1280 acres of 
grazing land and being well provided with 
good buildings. The main barn is 80x62 
ft., with stone foundation and entirely 
planned for cattle stabling and feeding. 
It is surmounted by a wind-mill, used for 
chopping, etc. The Messrs. Lawrence 
have also instituted somewhat of a depar¬ 
ture by using pulleys and a wire cable to 
operate a pump 60 feet distant. It seems 
to work nicely. Another new building, 
40 x 70 ft., is fitted up as a horse and cattle 
stable. A piggery is being planned for 
the coming summer. Some of the build¬ 
ings and a quantity of the feed was burn¬ 
ed in the fall of 1897 and the business has 
to a certain extent been crippled ever 
since. 

Some of the Shorthorns to be found on 
this farm are very nice ones. “Indian 
Warrior,” the six year old roan bull, 
which was a sweepstake animal at the 
World’s Fair, is one in which Mr. Law¬ 
rence takes a great deal of pride, but we 
thought much more of “Sittyton Stamp, 
his imported herd bull, a red and white 
with a fine straight back, and a hind end 
well filled out, a heavy animal and in first- 
class breeding shape. This bull was bred 
by Wm. Duthie, of Collynie, Scotland, 
and is seven years old. 

A few of the cows are really handsome 
ones, but the most of them are kept in 
ordinary breeding shape. "Village Lily,” 
the “big white cow,” of which everybody 
in Manitoba has heard more or less, and 
which was awarded third place as a cow 
at the World’s Fair, is still very much in 
evidence. She is just as big and about 
as fat as ever. She is v a wonderfully broad 
animal, measuring about three feet across 
the hips. This one and another, “Wim¬ 
ple of Halton,” divided the first and sec¬ 
ond prizes at Winnipeg for a number of 
years." Lenora 11th,” is a cow rising five, 
which is a really good animal. “Florence 
of Clearweater,” a cow of five years old. 
and one which has never been in the show 
ring, is probably the most useful cow on 
the farm. She has raised some extra nice 
calves, one of the cows recently sold by 
Hon. T. Greenway to Mr. Allison, of Ro- 
landi, being of her raising. _ Another, 
“Spot,” a red three year old, is a pretty 
close rival. She took 1st place in Win¬ 
nipeg in 1897 as a two year old heifer, 
and is a blocky cow of great depth and 
unusually low set. There is no doubt 
about it—she is of a beef type. Calves 
from both these cows have been sold to 
L. Stone, of Yorkton. and they are doing 
very well. One of these, “Jubilee 2nd,” 
is a remarkably fine, broad straight calf. 
A couple of other heifers, going to James 
Connery, of Morris, are promising young 
things—one of them especially so, A 
bunch of young bulls were getting pretty 
well sold out. The heifers were being 
largely kept to replenish the breeding 
stock of the herd. Some young animals 
have been sold to go out to different parts 
of Manitoba and the Territories, and will 


One mile to the south of Rosenfeld is the 
farm of Jacob Siemens, a photo of whose 
house and buildings is given in this issue 
on page in. Mr. Siemens purchased this 
quarter section in 1891 for $ 400 , which was 
to be paid for in three years, with interest 
at 6 per cent. Part of the land is low and 
hard to work, being gumbo soil, and thus 
not nearly so good as much of the land in 
the immediate neighborhood. However, he 
pitched his tent here in 1891 , took unto him¬ 
self a wife, lived in a shanty, and with a 
team of horses and a yoke of cattle set to 
work to make a home for himself. His 
crops the first two or three years were 
rather disappointing, and it was not until 
1895 that he had a really good crop of 2,470 
bushels of wheat, besides flax, oats and bar¬ 
ley. He built a granary, 18 x 28 x 10 feet 
high, to hold his grain, costing $150 besides 
his own labor. In 1896 he had 1,800 bushels 
of wheat and 600 bushels of flax, oats and 
barley for home use, and built the barn 
shown in the photo, which for beauty of de¬ 
sign and convenience of management inside 
is a great credit to him. The barn is 38 x 48 
xi 2 feet high, Including the lean-to, and cost 
$ 650 . During the year he added 120 acres 
of an adjoining farm at a cost of $ 1 , 150 . 

In 1897 he had 3,100 bushels of good 
wheat, besides other grain. Between seed¬ 
ing and harvest he erected the house as seen 
in the photo. The main part of the house 
is 18 x 24 x 12 feet high, which, with the 
kitchen, makes a most comfortable farm 
home. It is well furnished throughout, 
painted inside and out, and only cost $ 1 , 000 . 
It must be remembered, however, that the 
Mennonites are handy with carpenters’ tools 
and do all the painting themselves. The 
next winter he bought an adjoining quarter 
section for $ 3 , 000 , paying $ 1,500 in cash. 

His wheat crop in 1898 was 4,900 bushels 
of good wheat. He increased his granary 
capacity by building another granary, 22 x 24 
xi 2 feet, costing $ 200 . Neither of the 
granaries are shown in the photo. Both 
are well painted. Besides wheat he has 750 
bushels of flax and 2,000 bushels of oats and 
barley as the balance of his 1898 crop. 

The success attending Mr. Siemens’ ef¬ 
forts at establishing a home are certainly 
good. Beginning, as stated, in a small way, 
in eight years he has paid for his land, pur¬ 
chased more, built substantial buildings, 
added the necessary farm implements and 
has eight head of heavy draft horses, be¬ 
sides other stock. His total assets to-day 
amount to $ 15 , 000 . His liabilities, largely 
made up of the balance of his last pur¬ 
chased land, leaving him as earnings during 
the eight years he has been on the farm the 
handsome sum of $ 13 , 000 . 

Mr. Siemens is not so robust and corpu¬ 
lent in composition as the majority of his 
countrymen, but is a jolly good fellow with¬ 
al, with a very keen eye to business. He is 
an excellent manager and employs a number 
of green Russian boys, spending their first 
year in the country. He is never in a hurry 
or flurry about his work, but it is always 
done in first-class order and up to time, and 
generally ahead of most of his neighbors. 


A. D. Chisholm & Co., Griswold, have 
sold their trotting stallion, Ellis Medium, to 
W. Crothers, Pipestone. 

A. & J. Morrison, Carman, have sold 
their Shorthorn bull, Sir Walter 3 rd, win¬ 
ner of third place in the 3 -year-old section 
at Winnipeg, to H. Laycock, Rosebank. 


Germination Tests of Grain. 

All the varieties of grain grown on the 
Brandon Experimental Farm have been 
tested for germination at the Ottawa farm, 
and the returns are just to hand. Very 
much complaint is heard of the poor germ¬ 
ination of grain from last year’s crop. From 
the accompanying tables it will be noticed 
that this state of affairs is not prevalent on 
the experimental farm ; the percentage of 
germination being up to the average of 
former years. All the grain tested was 
perfectly dry, not having been injured in 
the stack. 

WHEAT. 

Number of varieties tested, 44 . 

Highest percentage of germination, Golden 
Drop, 100 per cent. 

Lowest percentage of germination, Goose 
wheat, 85 per cent. 

Average percentage of germination for the 
44 varieties, 95 per cent. 

OATS. 

Number of varieties tested, 70 . 

Highest percentage of germination, Ameri¬ 
can beauty, 100 per cent. 

Lowest percentage of germination, Rose- 
dale, 84 per cent. 

Average percentage of germination for the 
70 varieties, 98 ^ per cent. 

BARLEY. 

Number of varieties tested, 41 . 

Highest percentage of germination, Men- 
sury, 100 per cent. 

Lowest percentage of germination, Thanet, 
86 per cent. 

Average percentage of germination for the 
41 varieties, 94 J per cent. 


Horse Breeders’ Association. 

A meeting of the Horse Breeders’ Asso¬ 
ciation was held Thursday morning of 
convention week, in the City Hall, Win¬ 
nipeg. Dr. Rutherford, Portage la Prai¬ 
rie, presiding. The secretary-treasurer, 
W. L. Puxley, presented a statement of 
the finances, showing a balance on hand 
of $42.06, the best in the history of the 
association. The prospects and possibili¬ 
ties of the association came up for dis¬ 
cussion and the general feeling seemed to 
be that while it was doing a good work, 
the association was not doing all that it 
might do nor all that it could do to ad¬ 
vance the best interests of horse breeding 
in the Province. After considerable dis¬ 
cussion,it was moved by Dr.S. J. Thomp¬ 
son, Carberry, that the association change 
the date of its annual meeting from July 
to the time of the Live Stock Conventions 
in February, and that a convention be 
held then at which addresses shall be 
given and papers read on horse interests. 
This was unanimously agreed to. The 
annual membership fee will accordingly be 
due now and the year will expire just be¬ 
fore the next annual meeting. The elec¬ 
tion of officers resulted as follows :— 
Piesident, Dr. Rutherford, M.P., Portage 
la Prairie; Vice-Pres. for Manitoba,R. M. 
Powers, Carberry; Vice-Pres. for N.W. 
T., C. W. Peterson, Regina ; Treas., W. 
L. Puxley. Winnipeg. Executive Commit¬ 
tee, John Hanbury. Brandon, representing 
standard breds; John Wishart, Portage la 
Prairie, hackneys; J. E. Smith, Brandon, 
Clydesdales ; N. Boydl, Carberry, thor¬ 
oughbreds ; Glen Campbell, Glen Lyon, 
shires; J. W. Knittel, Boissevain, coach 
horses; Drs. Thompson and Shaw, Car¬ 
berry, and Geo. FTarcourt, Winnipeg. 

At an executive meeting held 1 after the 
general meeting, W. L. Puxley was elec¬ 
ted secretary. R. M. Power was elected 
representative to the Winnipeg Industrial 
Exhibition, and it was decided to have a 
meeting Friday evening of fair week. 
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Farmers’ Institutes in Central 
Assiniboia. 

A series of meetings has been held under 
the auspices of the Central Assiniboia Ag¬ 
ricultural Society. The meetings were at¬ 
tended by C. W. Peterson, Territorial 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture ; Angus 
Mackay, of the Indian Head Experimental 
Farm ; J. A. Kinsella, of the Dominion 
Dairy Department, and Wm. Trant, Secre¬ 
tary of the Regina Agricultural Associa¬ 
tion. The first meeting of the series was 
held at Qu’Appelle. Wm. Henley, president 
of the association, in opening the proceed¬ 
ings, explained that the object of the meet¬ 
ings was to discuss agricultural questions 
generally, but with particular reference to 
the scheme under the consideration of the 
N. W. T. government for forming farmers’ 
institutes. 

L. G. Bell read a paper on the quality of 
cattle. 

C. W. Peterson said that in his opinion 
every thinking farmer would naturally be¬ 
come identified with his local society. The 
farmer who could not muster up enthusiasm 
enough to join a society had missed his 
vocation. The department of agriculture, 
which had only been organized since June, 
had for its object to do all that could be 
done for discovering, developing and utiliz¬ 
ing the resources of the Northwest Terri¬ 
tories. That was a big job ; but unless 
they could show the benefits to the coun¬ 
try in this way they could not justify the 
existence of the department. Mr. Peter¬ 
son then detailed how the different ordin¬ 
ances were worked by the department, the 
herd ordinance, brands, hospitals, charities, 
and many other ordinances. Arrange¬ 
ments had been made with the Dominion 
government to extend the meterological de¬ 
partment. That was a most important mat¬ 
ter, because it was important to have trust¬ 
worthy information on the rainfall in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country. Then again 
the collection of statistics was a more im¬ 
portant matter than was often recognized. 
Uncertainty in the knowledge of production 
was always a factor in depreciating prices. 


He would give an instance. In the Koote¬ 
nay there was a demand for oats. Now, as 
the quantity of oats produced in the North¬ 
west was unknown, the dealers came, espec¬ 
ially along the Edmonton line, and offered 
very low prices, and the farmers having no 
means of ascertaining what the demand was 
likely to be, nor what supply there was, 
sold at the first opportunity, perhaps at 15 c 
or 20 c a bushel, sooner than run any risk. 
One of the objects of the department was to 
find out what was the demand, what was 
the supply, and to give the information to 
the farmers. Mr. Bell had referred to Ar¬ 
gentina, and he could assure the meeting 
that that country was no mean competitor. 
It was a wonderful country. Last year it 
exported eighty-four million bushels of 
wheat, whereas Canada exported only nine 
millions. As Mr. Bell had said that re¬ 
public was now importing pure bred stock 
from Great Britain and France, in which 
latter country was now being bred a very 
fine strain of Shorthorns ; while it was 
well known that the quality of the cattle on 
our western ranches was deteriorating. He 
had no hesitation in saying that nine-tenths 
of the prairie cattle exported to the old 
country were in an unfinished condition, 
and yet it was good enough to be sold as 
prime Scotch, certainly a compliment, but 
at the same time it was hardly fair not to 
give Canada credit for its own productions. 
The Territorial government was doing what 
it could to import pure bred stock, and if 
any farmer purchased a bull down east the 
government, on receipt of $ 5 , would pay all 
the cost of transportation, and as that was 
about $17 it was about equal to a bonus of 
$ 12 . This announcement was made some 
time ago, and he had expected that he would 
have been flooded with applications, but so 
far very few had availed themselves of the 
opportunity. In North Qu’Appelle they 
were clubbing together to send a buyer 
down east for bulls, and he thought this 
was a question the societies might well 
consider. Mr. Peterson then spoke of ag¬ 
ricultural societies, of which there were 
forty-four in the Territories, and pointed 
out that they ought to have many obects in 
view besides holding shows, such as im¬ 


porting improved seed and stock, having 
discussions, and generally promoting agri¬ 
culture. A question to consider was 
whether the societies should not undertake 
the work of the institutes as well, so as not 
to have too many organizations. It had 
been suggested that when there were ten 
societies in a locality a central institute 
should be formed of delegates from such 
societies, and it had been suggested that the 
government should help in the matter. That 
was an important question, and one worth 
consideration. He might say that the gov¬ 
ernment was willing to help in that direc¬ 
tion. Such institutes would have great in¬ 
fluence. There were similar organizations 
in other countries, and they were a power 
in the land, their opinions carried great 
weight. The great point was to have such 
institutes upon an efficient basis. The gov¬ 
ernment was considering an ordinance on 
the subject. It would shortly be printed 
and distributed among the different agricul¬ 
tural societies in the hope that it would be 
studied, and any improvements that might 
be suggested would meet with proper atten¬ 
tion and consideration. 

J. A. Kinsella then read the following pa¬ 
per on " Co-operation Necessary for Suc¬ 
cessful Dairying.” He said : “ In order to 
establish a successful dairy business in any 
province, the first and most necessary point 
for the success of that enterprise is to have 
the good will, the hearty support, and co¬ 
operation of the farmers, together with all 
the possible assistance of men interested in 
dairying. Without this assistance it is ut¬ 
terly impossible to receive any government 
aid to build up a dairy industry in any dis¬ 
trict, no matter how well adapted that dis¬ 
trict may be for dairying. What do we 
mean by government aid ? We mean that 
the Dominion government undertakes to do 
for the farmers what they are not, individu¬ 
ally, able to do for themselves. This is 
done in the manner which we are at present 
operating the creameries for the farmers in 
the Northwest Territories. You may say 
what do we mean by co-operation ? We 
mean to state that it is absolutely necessary 
to have the joint efforts of every dairyman 
in each district combined with the efforts 
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The cut below is our City Establish¬ 
ment, and consists of 12,000 feet, mak¬ 
ing a total of 30,000 feet of glass. Don't 
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and experience of the government officials, 
which is essential in order to make a success 
of dairying, or, in other words, to carry out 
the aim of our department, namely, to place 
each creamery on a self-sustaining basis, or 
substantial foundation ; at the same time 
the farmers undertake the entire manage¬ 
ment. When the Dominion government 
first offered assistance to the people of the 
province of Prince Edward Island, in the 
direction indicated, why, from the very start 
they met with the hearty support and co¬ 
operation of nearly every farmer and dairy¬ 
man in the province. Now, why cannot the, 
farmer and those interested in such a de¬ 
serving project as dairying in the Terri¬ 
tories, build up a dairy business which will 
he second to none in the whole of Canada. 
Exactly the same results should be attained 
in the Territories as well as in any other 
province throughout the Dominion of Can¬ 
ada. 

1st. We have a soil which has proved to 
be unequalled for pasturage, there being an 
abundance of prairie or buffalo grass for a 
long season in each year. This native or 
prairie grass has more than once proved 
itself to be a splendid milk producer. 

2nd. The climate seems to become milder 
each year, and the conditions for growing 
fodder crops are almost equal to that of 
Ontario. 

3rd. We are now in a position to manu¬ 
facture either butter or cheese as cheaply as 
in any other province in this country. 

4th. We are at the door of, I might safely 
say, “ the highest priced markets in the 
world ” for dairy produce, namely, the 
Kootenay mining districts, the coast cities 
and the Klondike territory, which has just 
recently been opened up, and the prospects 
are very bright towards a good market be¬ 
ing opened for dairy produce, not saying 
anything about the grand opportunity the 
people of Manitoba and the Territories have 
at the present time for opening up a mar¬ 


ket for their dairy produce with China and 
Japan. 

A few of the difficulties we have to con¬ 
tend with at the present time are briefly as 
follows : ist. The strong efforts put forth 
by the merchants in the various localities to 
squash the creamery industry by paying 
large prices for “ home dairy butter.” In 
some places last season I have known mer¬ 
chants to pay in trade, to the farmer, as 
high as sixteen and seventeen cents per lb. 
for butter, when the top price for the finest 
dairy butter on the British Columbia and 
Kootenay district markets was only eleven 
to thirteen cents per lb. Of course, the 
farmer who cannot take advantage of the 
creamery, and who is blessed with this rise 
in the price of home dairy butter since the 
creamery industry has been started, is anx¬ 
ious to see the creamery industry continue. 
On the other hand, there is a danger of the 
creamery patron grudging his neighbor this 
direct benefit which has come to him 
through the starting of the creamery indus¬ 
try. No doubt some of you have been 
watching the dairying industry in our neigh¬ 
boring province, Manitoba. During the 
past season a number of small creameries 
had to be closed for no other reason than 
that which I have just explained. I will 
quote you an instance. About the middle 
of last summer the merchants in Manitou, 
in the province of Manitoba, were paying 
17 cents for dairy butter. What market 
they sold it in we do not know, but the re¬ 
sult was that the creamery had to be closed 
inside of two weeks. Dairy butter dropped 
to 9 cents per lb. in this particular town. 

These are some of the reasons why we 
: ask for co-operation of the-farmers amongst 
(themselves, together with their co-opera¬ 
tion with the efforts of the Dominion dairy 
commissioner. We had other slight draw¬ 
backs to contend with for the first three or 
Ifour years, such as the cost of hauling 
cream. This we hope to practically over¬ 


come within a few years. When the plant 
is paid for and the cost of hauling is re¬ 
duced the net price to the patron will be 
much larger. Take, for example, Moose 
Jaw, one of the oldest creameries operated 
by the government. It has now reached the 
point that we can call self-sustaining. There 
is no loan fund to pay, and the patrons all 
have their own cream. Last season the 
average price of butter per lb. was 20 cents, 
and the net price to the patron was 16 cents. 

Angus Mackay, of the Indian Head Ex¬ 
perimental Farm, in an eminently practical 
address, said he was glad these meetings 
were being held, so as to give some encour¬ 
agement to the government. He said the 
results of last year’s work on the Experi¬ 
mental Farm were satisfactory. There had 
been but few failures and many substantial 
successes. It was seen more clearly every 
day that summer fallowing was to be the 
salvation of the Northwest Territories. 
There might be improvements made in 
working the soil, but there must be summer 
fallowing to ensure success. If farmers 
imagined they could secure crops without 
summer faliowing they made a mistake. 
The sooner they realized this the better. 
The only true way was to plow deeply in 
the spring. To plow in July, when the 
weeds had taken up all the substance and 
all the water from the soil, was no' better 
than fall plowing. The weeds had ab¬ 
sorbed the moisture from the June rains, 
and, that moisture gone, there were no 
means of restoring it. Unless they could 
capture the June rain and preserve it in the 
soil, they lost it altogether. That could be 
done, and was done in every case, by good 
summer fallowing. Mr. Mackay then gave 
valuable information on wheat growing, 
Brome grass, arboriculture, fruit growing 
and many other matters, and pointed out the 
great good that could be done by agricul¬ 
tural associations and farmers’ institutes. 
In answer to a question, he said that frozen 
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wheat below the grade of No. 3 hard was 
no good for seed. Speaking of the past 
year’s work on the Experimental Farm, he 
said they had had more weeds than ever 
before. They were chiefly on land not 
plowed until the 15th June. It was caused 
by the plowing not being done in time to 
prevent the weeds germinating. Land 
plowed in May did not produce many weeds. 
They had found it a good thing to harrow 
while the crop was coming up. No harm 
was done to the crop as many persons 
feared. He also warned farmers against 
growing oats on stubble. Farmers who did 
this made a great mistake. They would 
have three times as much from summer fal¬ 
low. Oats required much moisture, and 
when sown on stubble they did not get the 
moisture until the rains came, and then 
there was not time to mature. As to bar¬ 
ley, he recommended the Canadian 6-rowed. 
It was not a malting barley, but for feed 
purposes it was the best for this country. 

Wm. Trant strongly urged the farmers to 
join their local associations. The great use 
of such organizations was that it brought 
the agricultural professor face to face with 
the practical farmer. Farming was not 
only a business, but it was an art and a 
science as well. As a science, however, ag¬ 
riculture was only in its infancy, and the 
associations could do a great deal to help it 
forward. He did not know of any calling 
that required a knowledge of so many 
things as farming. A farmer ought to 
know something of entomology, botany and 
chemistry. If they did not like those long 
Greek words, he would say that all farmers 
ought to know something about bugs, weeds, 
soils, and manures. Take the case of weeds. 
Some were annuals that could be extermin¬ 
ated with a mower ; others were perennials 
that could not be destroyed without being 
uprooted. What was a farmer to do if he 
did not know which were which ? It was 
knowledge of the kind here indicated that 
the agricultural professor could give to the 
practical farmer. The great use of agricul¬ 
tural societies was that the farmers met to¬ 
gether and compared and discussed their 
various experiences. This naturally led 
him to the proposed institutes, of which he 
heartily approved. As the societies were 
meetings of farmers to compare experi¬ 
ences, so the institutes were gatherings of 
the various societies in order to compare 
their experiences and spread wider and 
wider the information gained. 

As Mr. Peterson had pointed out, there 
were many objects a society or an institute 
should have in view besides holding a show ; 
but on the question of the show he wished 
to make one observation. Many farmers 
did not show their produce because they 
knew their neighbors had better stuff and 
would secure the prizes. This ought not to be. 
A show was to provide an object lesson on 
the capabilities of a locality. All that it was 
possible to show should be exhibited, quite 
irrespective of getting prizes. Every farm¬ 
er should show his best, so that it might 
he seen what the district could produce. He 
thought also there ought to be prizes, or 
diplomas, or medals, or recognitions of 
some sort for implements and machinery. 
Many of these could be tested on the fair 
ground, and if disinterested and competent 
judges gave the awards the farmers would 
know the best apparatus to buy without 
having to trust to the blandishments of the 
implement agent. 

G. C. T. Edmonds read a splendid pa¬ 
per on “ The Farmer and the Hired'Man,” 
which will appear in a subsequent issue of 
The Farmer. 

There was a short but interesting discus- 
'ion, after which a resolution in favor of 
the, proposed scheme for establishing farm¬ 
ers institutes was carried unanimously. 

The second meeting of the series was 
held the following day at Fort Qu’Appelle. 
Archie Macdonald presided, and. in intro¬ 
ducing the speakers, spoke of the great 
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utility of such gatherings. People often 
thought they knew a great deal more than 
they did know, but experience showed a 
man that the more he knew the more he 
realized how little he did know. There 
was no doubt about the good done by farm¬ 
ers’ institutes and the object of the meet¬ 
ing was, amongst other things, to obtain an 
expression of opinion on the need of such 
institutes. 

J. A. Kinsella read his paper on “ Co-op¬ 
eration Necessary to Successful Dairying,” 
that he read the day previous at Qu’Appelle 
Station, and which is given above. 

The chairman, referring to a. statement in 
Mr. Kinsella's paper that the merchants at 
Manitou had given higher prices for butter 
than circumstances warranted so as to em¬ 
barrass the creamery movement, said that 
lie believed the case was exceptional and 
was done to boom a particular creamery. 
Mr. Kinsella replied that there were other 
places where merchants did the same thing. 
At Wolseley agents of firms in the Koote¬ 
nay had gone about and tried to get the pa¬ 
trons of the creamery to withdraw their 
support. 

Angus Mackay, Indian Head, strongly 
urged summer fallowing as a means to pre¬ 
serve moisture and advocated harrowing 
ins: when the grain was beginning to show.- 
There was not a particle of danger to the 
crop. They might perhaps pull out a few 
plants that were near the top, but for every 
stalk pulled out two others would grrow. Mr. 
Mackay then spoke of tree growing, which 
he urged should be started on summer fal¬ 
low. Trees were not only a thing of beauty 
on a farm, but they were useful and valu¬ 
able. Many of our settlers were young, and 
if they went in for tree planting now, in 
ten years they would not only have good 
windbreaks, but enough trees from thinning 
out to keep them in firewood, timber for 
racks, whiffle trees and a host of other 
things. It was best to grow from seed and 
transplant. At one time he thought that 
the Russian poplar was the most suitable 
tree for the Northwest, but on the experi¬ 
mental farm they found it had gone back, 
and was not so valuable as had been ex¬ 
pected. It did not stand the winds. It was 
the only tree out of 200 varieties that had 
gone back. He considered the maple, the 
ash, and the elm the best trees to grow. 
Any one could gather the seeds of these 
trees in the coulees and valleys ; the elm in 
June, the ash and maple in September. 


Speaking of last year’s experiments, Mr. 
Mackay said that White Fyfe wheat had 
given the best results all round, and Red 
Fyfe the next, and Welman’s Fyfe the next. 
|Biit the experience of many years showed 
fhat the Red Fyfe was the best for this 
country, as if sown early enough it escaped 
the frost. One and a quarter bushels to 
the acre was the best quantity to sow. Mr. 
Mackay also referred to the presence Of 
white wheat amongst the red that was be¬ 
coming common in Manitoba and was be¬ 
ginning to show itself in the Territories. 
The cause was not known, but it was be¬ 
lieved the soil had something to do with 
it. If any farmer had white wheat along 
jvith his Red Fyfe and would send a sample 
of the grain and of the soil on which it 
jirew, he would have an analysis made. He 
strongly recommended the farmers to grow 
more barley than they did. The Canadian 
Thorpe was the best sort for this country, 
Where there was no trouble from the awns, 
as the winds here blew them, off. The feed¬ 
ing quality of barley straw was very high, 
much more so than either oat or wheat 
straw. Speaking of farmers’ meetings, Mr. 
Mackay said the farmers ought to show 
they were willing, even anxious, to give en¬ 
couragement to the government, who were 
always ready to act when they saw the farm¬ 
ers interested. Referring to fodder grasses, 
Mr. Mackay still advocated Brome grass, 
though it had not done so well on the ex- 
ptrimental farm last year as in farmer years. 
For a dry year the Western Rye was a good 
grass, and it did not get too thick, as did 
the Brome, which was difficult to eradicate, 
but it could be done by breaking and back¬ 
setting, if well done. He would like to say 
a word about oats. The Banner oat was the 
best, all things considered. A mistake the 
farmers made was that they sowed too late. 
The 7th of May was a good time. It was 
bad, too, to sow on stubble. Farmers were 
making a great mistake in this. 

Mr. Seymour, as a wheat grower of 20 
years’ experience, said that he had noticed 
that the white wheat invariably grew in the 
low places. He believed it could be stop¬ 
ped by drainage or separate stacking. 

Mr. Smith, on the other hand, did not be¬ 
lieve high or low lands had anything to do 
with it, but the white wheat came on the 
stubble and was caused by the seeds that 
had lain on the ground all winter. 

Mr. Mackay said he hardly thought that 
draining was feasible in this country, and as 
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to the wheat that had been on the ground all 
winter it was found that white wheat ap¬ 
peared among red wheat sown on oat stub¬ 
ble as well as on other stubble. 

C. W. Peterson was the next speaker. He 
detailed what the Agricultural Department 
was doing. There were, he said, 80,000 acres 
now under the herd ordinance, and the 
brand ordinance was proving highly success¬ 
ful. The Department, too, was endeavor¬ 
ing to cope with noxious weeds. Arrange¬ 
ments had been made for Prof. Fleteher to 
visit the Territories next summer to address 
a series of meetings, which from that gen¬ 
tleman's high reputation, would be certain 
to do a great deal of good. The Depart¬ 
ment was in hopes, too, of overcoming the 
prairie fire difficulty, and. of course, the 
progress of public works would do a deal 
m that direction, as each public road was a 
fire guard. J. H. Ross, the Minister of Ag¬ 
riculture. was credited with the saying that 
one good settler was the best immigration 
agent, and the policy of the government was 
to enable people to become good settlers. 
Speaking of the proposed farmers’ insti¬ 
tutes, Mr. Peterson said there were at pres¬ 
ent forty-four agricultural societies in the 
Territories, and these might do a deal of 
institute work, such as essays, meetings, 
procuring improved stock, seeds, etc., but 
it was thought that some of the work could 
be done more effectively by institutes form 
ed of delegates from the different societies. 
The government would be willing to help 
such institutes, and he would like an ex¬ 
pression of opinion on the subect. 

Wm. Trant, Regina, gave practical illus¬ 
trations of the valuable information that 
could be conveyed to farmers through meet¬ 
ings or conventions. He had known a 
farmer who killed all the lady-birds, as a 
certain little beetle was called. The farmer 
had seen the insect on his turnip leaves and 
noticed the leaves were being eaten. Thus 
he concluded that the lady-bird was destroy¬ 
ing his turnips, whereas a little knowledge 
would have shown him that the beetle was 
his best friend, for it was not injuring the 
turnip, but was destroying the grub that 
was doing so. It was knowledge of this 
kind that was valuable to the farmer, and 
this was the sort of knowledge that the in¬ 
stitutes would bring to light. Professor 
Fletcher had been referred to. He (Mr. 
Trant) had heard that gentleman describe 
one experiment. A plank was placed to in¬ 
tercept drifting snow, and it was found that 
it also intercepted thousands of seeds of 
noxious weeds. This was a rebuke to those 
clever farmers who sneered at the weed 
question, saying they would keep their own 
farms clean and other should do the same 
It showed that the weeds were great 
travellers, and were an enemy that must be 
grappled with in every possible way. Mr. 
Trant proceeded to urge upon those present 
to make their societies and institutes as in¬ 
fluential as possible, both as regards num¬ 
bers and quality. The best farmers should 
all join. The farmers knew best what was 
wanted, what legislation was required. They 
could not expect the government to take 
much notice of a one-horse affair, and he 
would like to see the proposed institutes so 
strong that when they said “ Yes,” no gov¬ 
ernment would dare to say “ No.” 

An interesting discussion took place on 
many practical questions, after which Mr. 
French moved, and Mr. Seymour seconded. 
That, in the opinion of this meeting, it is de- 
sidable to take such steps as will ensure the 
establishment of farmers’ institutes through¬ 
out the Territories. 

This was carried unanimously, and the 
proceedings terminated. 

INDIAN HEAD. 

The third of the series of meetings was 
at Indian Head. In consequence of the 
blizzardy weather only a few farmers put in 
an appearance, and it was thought the meet¬ 
ing should be postponed. As, however, 
those farmers present had come from dis¬ 


tances varying from six to twenty-five miles, 
it was decided to hold an informal meeting 
and submit its decision for ratification at a 
meeting on the 24th of March. Messrs. 
Mackay, Peterson and Trant made short 
speeches, after which Mr. Motherwell pro¬ 
posed, "That we, the members of the Indian 
Head Agricultural Society, are strongly of 
opinion that the Northwest government 
should pass an ordinance at its next session I 
as will give financial assistance to farmers’ 
institute work by agricultural societies and 
will ensure the satisfactory working of the 
same.” Mr. Stevens, reeve, seconded the 
motion, and it was passed unanimously. 


Mr. Dow, of Dow & Curry, proprietors of 
the Pilot Mound oatmeal mills, is making 
an extended trip through the Northwest 
1 erritories for the purpose of securing the 
best seed oats that it is possible to find. It 
is the intention of the firm to distribute 
these seed oats at cost to the farmers around 
Pilot Mound, the object being to improve 
the quality for milling purposes. Of late 
years the quality of the oats grown at “ the 
mound ’’ has been rapidly deteriorating, and 
it is believed that a change of seed may 
have a beneficial effect. 
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GREAT SUCCESS OF THE 
WINNIPEG CREAMERY. 

What has led to the Establishment of a 
Central Creamery in Winnipeg. 

It operates throughout the entire year. 
An increase of 60 p.c. over last year’s 
operalions. 

Cream received from a distance of 
150 miles. 

Farmers deeply interested in it. 

A long-felt want supplied. 


The greatest drawback of the dairy in¬ 
dustry in Ontario and Quebec has for 
years been the small butter and cheese fac¬ 
tories. The same thing is detrimental a 
thousand fold to Manitoba with its scat¬ 
tered population. We have already too 
many factories in some localities. As a 
rule, they are poorly built and equipped, 
poorly managed, they work a short seas- 
son with a limited patronage. ; incur heavy 
expense for butter-making (sometimes 6 
to 8 cents per lb.) and give poor returns to 
patrons. Can we blame the farmers for 
turning their backs upon such institutions? 
Assuredly no. We always found them 
grasping at anything that pays. 

The above is a true picture of co-opera¬ 
tive dairying in many sections of Manitoba. 
It is a situation which we have been pre¬ 
paring to face during the last few years by 
the organization of the first central cream¬ 
ery of the province in the City of Winni¬ 
peg (in 1897.) 

The first steps taken in connection with 
this were to secure suitable cream trans¬ 
portation rates. In 1896 I approached the 
Dominion Express Co.’s local officials and 
laid the matter before them. They grasped 
the situation at once, and I found them 
most willing to help us. We are now in¬ 
debted to them for a reasonable blanket 
rate extending 150 miles on theirs and 
other roads. 

For some time we were fully aware that 
the creamery season was too short to be 
profitable. We have, therefore, provided 
to meet the requirements of winter dairy¬ 
ing. We also arranged to meet remote lo¬ 
calities by establishing skimming stations, 
and, sparsely settled districts by having 
cream collected from farmers, and in all 
cases forwarded to Winnipeg. The cream¬ 
ery is now supported by four skimming sta¬ 
tions and an extensive patronage from in¬ 
dividual farmers, and offers the following 
inducements :— 

1st. To every farmer located within 150 
miles of Winnipeg it offers all the ordin¬ 
ary advantages of a local creamery and in 
many cases much larger returns. 

2d. It saves the expense of buying dairy 
utensils and supplies, such as churns, but¬ 
ter workers, tubs, etc., and the freight up¬ 
on the articles ; also the local freight on 
butter which reaches the local market in 
the shape of cream at our expense. 

3d. Our creamery produces JO to 15 per 
cent, more butter than on the farm. 

It has been fully shown, after a careful 
comparison, that from a given quantity of 
cream of the same quality we would churn 
from 10 to 15 per cent, more butter than 
the average farmer. 

We submit the cream to a most exhaus¬ 
tive churning operation, which it is almost 
impossible to secure on the average farm. 

1 his increase in the yield decreases the 
cost of manufacturing to a minimum. 

4th. It works winter and summer, the 
average creamery working only from four 
to six months. A number of farmers de¬ 
livered cream for eight months, while oth¬ 
ers signed contracts for twelve months. 
The Winnipeg Creamery has also intro¬ 
duced some very important improvements 
m connection -with its work. It is the only 
creamery in the province where milk is 
paid for according to its value in butter fat; 


while in other factories it is “ pooled,” that 
is, paid according to weight. This old 
method is evidently absurd and unjust, as 
we shall endeavor to show. We find milk 
of different degrees of richness in different 
herds. This richness varies considerably, 
according to breeds, feed, care and fraudu¬ 
lent practices. Therefore, it is not rea¬ 
sonable to suppose that value in quantity is 
value in quality. This “ pooling ” milk 
should be discouraged, and preference just¬ 
ly be given to butter and cheese factories 
paying for milk according to its contents of 
fat. 

We have also applied the Babcock meth¬ 
od of testing cream, and have so far ob¬ 
tained from it most uniform and satisfac¬ 
tory results. 

In our creamery prospectus we pointed 
out the weak point of existing creameries. 
It is the great variation in the results of 
the cream test which gives rise to consid¬ 
erable dissatisfaction amongst farmers. At 
the same time we announced the proposed 
deviations from ordinary methods of test¬ 
ing cream, and we sought to obtain better 
and more uniform results from individual 
delivery and the Babcock test applied to 
cream. I am pleased to say our expecta¬ 
tions have been in a great measure realiz¬ 
ed, except during the first month, when the 
separator cream screws were not properly 
adjusted. We find that the results of our 
cream tests are most uniform. 

The Winnipeg Creamery is also of great 
importance to the patrons of other cream¬ 
eries and cheese factories. 

We would be pleased to receive cream 
from the patrons of other factories before 
the opening and after the closing of the 
local factories, particularly in winter, when 
transportation is safe and butter brings a 
good price. 

We ofler a most cordial invitation to 
cheese factories wishing to organize them¬ 
selves into skimming stations and to have 
butter made in the spring and fall. With 
little expense they can fit themselves up to 
make either cheese or butter according to 
seasons and requirements of markets. 

We have now reached the most import¬ 
ant part of our work, that is, the financial 
results, which are most satisfactory, as the 
following figures will show :— 


Patron’s 

Name. 

— 

Length of 

Dairy 

Season. 

Per cent. 
Fat in 
Cream. 

Number 
of Cows. 

Total nett 
Returns. 

Returns 
per Cow. 

Jn. Drought, 
Morris. 

4 mths 

23.0 21 9 
20 8 18.6 

8 

$125 00 

815 62 

Jos. Roberts, 
Oakville. 

6 mths 

29.0 31 1 
31.1 29.9 
29.9 27.5 
27 6 29.9 

15 

233 58 

15 57 

J. Bleau, 

St Boniface. 

8 mths 

In. tj 23.0 
19.7 25 2 
21.9 23 0 
25 2 23.0 


237 77 


M. Lacroix, 
St. Bouiface. 

6% 

mths 

18.6 23 0 
27 5 24.1 
25 2 24 1 
26.3 23.0 


619 78 


B. Lavoie, 

St. Boniface. 

6 mths 

28.7 25.2 
24.6 24 1 
25 2 23 0 
24.1 23 0 

24 

1 

596 21 

25 00 

Le Comeau, 
Lasalle. 

6 mths 

24.1 2m.3 

24.1 25 2 
28 7 

25.2 

9 

228 86 

25 00 


Messrs. Lavoie. Lacroix, Bleau, and 
Comeau used the Melotte ; Messrs. Bohe- 
niier and Roberts used the Alexandra, and 
Mr. John Drought is using the American 
cream separator. Either of these separa¬ 
tors could be had by addressing or calling 
at our office, 240 King street, Winnipeg. 

We make special mention of Mr. J. B. 
’Lavoie’s returns, as we think they are of 
importance. He cleared nearly $600.00 in 
8 months. He milks his cows 10 months. 
As the output of the two last months (No¬ 
vember and December) gave him $108.48, 
and as his cows are now beginning to calve, 
we can reasonably expect that next 
month’s production will nett him at least 
$200 ; in all, $800 for one year, or $32 per 
cow. Adding the value of the skim milk 


fed to calves and pigs, we arrive at the fol¬ 


lowing figures :— 

For cream . $800.00 

Bkim milk . 70.00 

23 calves, value now. 230.00 


$1100.00 

What was Mr. Lavoie’s feeding expense 
in this connection ? Pasturage is free 10 
all in his locality. Hay is worth the cost 
of making it. He spent $50 for extra feed 
this winter. As he does all his work with 
his family, it leaves him a salary of $1,050 
a year, or over $40 per cow. This is being 
accomplished not with special herd cattle, 
but with the ordinary scrub cows of Mani¬ 
toba. The wheat crop may fail, or be 
damaged ,but stock raising and dairying 
«vill ever remain an unfailing source o\ 
revenue to our province, when such re¬ 
sults are realized. 

Now, it is evident that, so soon as it is 
known that a settler of even limited means 
has within his reach immediate means of 
support for himself and family, such as is 
now offered by the Winnipeg Creamery, it 
will be o great factor in the settlement of 
vacant lands around the City of Winnipeg. 

Morris, Man. 

S. M. Barre, 

Prop. Winnipeg Creamery. 

Dear Sir,—-Your favor received contain¬ 
ing cheque for $7.20, being balance due on 
my account for cream. I am very pleased 
to be able to express my satisfaction with 
the results so far. I have received $125 
for the cream of 8 cows for 4 months, or 
$15 62 per cow during that short period. 

The American Cream Separator has been 
a complete success, being easy to clean and 
not heavy to turn. 

Yours very truly, 

John S. Drought. 

Willow Range, Oakville, Jan. 10, 1899. 
S. M. Barre. 

Dear Sir,—Allow me to express my satis¬ 
faction with the results of your creamery 
operation. I have done far better by ship¬ 
ping my cream than I could have done 
making butter at home. I will resume send¬ 
ing cream in a few days. 

Yours truly, 

J. Roberts. 

St. Boniface, Jan. 14, 1899. 

S. M. Barre, Winnipeg. 

Dear Sir,—I am much pleased to acknow¬ 
ledge receipt of the sum of $596.21 in pay¬ 
ment of cream during eight months. It is 
the product of 15 cows from March to July, 
and 26 during balance of season. It would 
average less than 24 cows. I have used a 
hand separator during the last six years. 
Allow me to point out the fact that from a 
given quantity of cream of same richness 
you are making in the creamery from 10 to 
15 per cent, more butter than I can make 
at home. The results exceeded all my ex¬ 
pectations. 

Yours very truly, 

J. B. Lavoie. 

LaSalle, Jany. 2nd, 1899. 

S. M. Barre, Winnipeg. 

Dear Sir.—I am pleased to acknowledge 
receipt of the sum of $228.56. It is the pro¬ 
duct of nine cows for six months, or $25.00 
per cow. If I add the value of the but¬ 
ter made at home during the rest of the 
year, and also that of the skim milk fed to 
calves and swine. I arrive at a value of 
$40.00 per cow. I am well satisfied with 
the results of your work. 

Yours truly, 

C. Comeau. 

St. Boniface, January 14, 1899. 
S. M. Barre. 

Dear Sir,-—I hereby acknowledge receipt 
of the sum of $649.78 in payment of cream 
furnished to your creamery during 64 
months. I am well satisfied and intend to 
resume sending cream shortly. 

Yours truly, 

M. Lacroix.. 
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Royal Crown Soap 



Grand Weekly Free Sewing Machine Competition 

3 New Williams, No. 6 

Drop Head, Sewing Machines, 

Value $65, Each 

Given away weekly for Royal 
Grown Wrappers and Coupons, viz: 

WINNIPEG, 1 each week. 

MANITOBA, outside of Winnipeg,! eacn week. 
N. W. T. and ONTARIO, east to Schrieber, 
1 each week. 

Ask your Croeer for a Coupon with 
every five bars of wrapped ROYAL 
CROWN SOAP. Full instructions on 
each Coupon. 


First Drawing Monday, January 16 , and each week thereafter until further notice. 
Large List of Books and Beautiful Pictures still given away for ROYAL 
CROWN SOAP WRAPPERS to those who do not compete for the Sewing 
Machines, List mailed free on application. 


THE ROYAL SOAP CO., Winnipeg. 


Just received, a large shipment of new and beautiful Pictures, 
size 10 Yi x 17 y 2 , of 100 different subjects. Mailed free for 10 ROYAL 
CROWN SOAP WRAPPERS EACH. 



Our Prize Essays. 


Owing to the large number of essays that 
were received the first week of February 
after competition was closed, we have de¬ 
cided to offer a special prize for the 20th 
Feb. issue, though it was only the intention 
to offer one prize a month. This will, 
therefore, make two prizes for the month 
of February. First place is given to the 
essay by “ Sunnyside,” of Ellisboro, N. W. 
T. The essay by “ Evergreen,” on “ Hand¬ 
ling the Wash,” is a good one, and we think 
will be read with pleasure by all. Several 
essayists have sent in short articles on cook 
ing recipes and household hints. We are 
pleased to get them and will give space to 
them in the Household columns, but some 
of them can hardly be classed as essays. 


Our Household pages are cut short this 
issue on account of so much space being 
taken up with reports of the conventions 
held this month. 


A Plain Talk on Hygiene. 

By Sunnyside, Ellisboro, N. IV. T. 

In view of one of the best given defini¬ 
tions of health, “ The perfect circulation of 
pure blood in a sound organism,” it might 
be helpful to consider some of the best ways 
and means of promoting this, and the im¬ 
portance of the mothers and home keepers 
having at least an elementary knowledge 


of the laws that govern hygiene. The 
necessity of pure air to breathe and how to 
introduce it most advantageously into living 
and sleeping apartments, proper food, bath- 
:ng, clothing, exercise, and resting the body 
are all essential to good health. Having 
pure air to breathe is one of the best means 
of promoting our physical life, in order that 
the impure blood passing through the lungs 
may be purified after having gone through 
the body. The blood, acting as a drain or 
j stream, carrying with it the waste and im¬ 
pure matter, is brought to the lungs and 
purified by the act of expiration or breath¬ 
ing out, which throws off the impurities, 
and by inspiration or breathing in, which 
takes in oxygen, or pure air. The blood is 
thus changed to a bright scarlet from the 
dark purplish color it was when reaching 
the lungs. Being purified, it then hurries 
on to take life and strength to wearing out 
tissues and busy organs. To further this, 
let us learn to stand and walk erectly, 
breathe deeply, spend as much time in the 
open air as possible, and have the air in our 
houses as pure as it is possible to have it, 
night and day. Provide an inlet for the 
pure and outlet for the impure. Do not be 
afraid of night air ; it is all we have to 
breathe at night, and let it be as pure as 
possible (and not too much heated.) by let¬ 
ting plenty of it into the sleeping apart¬ 
ment without causing undue draft over the 
head. 

Do not be too afraid of taking cold. There 
is more danger from too little fresh air than 
too much. The smaller the room the great¬ 
er the need of wise ventilation, so that you 
may rise in the morning fresh and active, 
ready for duty, instead of a tired, jaded 
feeling from re-breathing vitiated air. The 
circulation of the blood, that marvel of mar¬ 
vels. explains this, and how a vigorous walk 
in the open air after being confined to a 
close room invigorates and refreshes one. 

The skin, too, assists the lungs in t'heir 
work by throwing off a great deal of im¬ 
purity, making the thorough airing of bed¬ 
clothing, as well as day garments, a wise 


consideration. Separate each article, spread 
them on chairs around the room, and after 
opening windows and doors leave them to 
air for hours. Blankets are more hygienic 
lhan quilts or comforters, as the emanations 
from the skin can readily escape through 
the woolen of the blankets, but cannot 
through the cotton-filled quilts or comfort¬ 
ers. and they are much more washable, 
which is of special importance. All the. 
clothing worn through the day should be 
removed for the night garments, and left to 
air outside the sleeping room. 

Thorough washing of the skin in warm 
water and soap, with the aid of the flesh 
brush, at least twice a week, is necessary, 
followed by a vigorous rubbing to keep the 
skin in a healthy condition. Before retir¬ 
ing is the most desirable time for this bath, 
as it promotes circulation and sound sleep. 
A tepid or cold sponge bath, with again a 
thorough rubbing in the morning before 
breakfast, is an excellent tonic. Keeping 
the pores of the skin in a healthy condition 
is a grand preventive against taking colds. 
” Fresh air, daily baths, daily free move¬ 
ment of the bowels, good food, and not too 
much of it—these are foes to colds. The 
clogged pores of an unwashed body, the 
poison of constipated bodies, the foul air, 
the enervation of over-heated, under ventil¬ 
ated rooms—these are the causes of most 
of the inflamed, feverish conditions called 
colds.” 

The clothing should be light and warm, 
Usually woolen garments should be worn 
next the body. There must be no restric¬ 
tions at any part, so that all the organs shall 
have perfect freedom to perform their re¬ 
spective functions. Suspend all skirts from 
the shoulders, that there be no dragging 
weight from the waist. Dress lower ex¬ 
tremities warmly. Do not wear thin stock¬ 
ings and thin-soled shoes in cold, damp 
weather, as the cold contracts the blood ves¬ 
sels and retards circulation ; hence a fur¬ 
therance of the evil. 

Enough of proper rest and sleep is one of 
the great requirements of the times. The 






THE NOR’-WEST FARMER, FEBRUARY 20, 1899. 


135 


reason why nervous diseases are so on the 
increase is that “ To the speed of modern 
life is not added an increased proportion of 
rest.” Many an illness would be avoided, 
and years added to not a few lives, if the 
calls for rest were observed. A day in bed 
once a month to rest up would be an un¬ 
speakable boon to many a weak-nerved, 
over-taxed, tired woman. We cannot do 
good work with an exhausted mind or body. 
Take time for rest, not only the regulation 
eight hours at night, but devote some time 
during the day—if only fifteen minutes, take 
it. Let mind and body rest during the rest¬ 
ing time. Lie down and let every muscle 
relax, and sleep, if possible, and the latter 
part of the day’s duties will run more 1 
smoothly and quickly, the temper will be 
sweeter, the mind clearer, the body more 
active, all of which are necessary to the 
fulfilment of duty and the making of a 
happy, well-regulated home. 

Suitable food is another important factor 
to the well-being of the body. I shall not 
go into details, but will simply say : Take 
plain, nourishing, easily digested food for 
each meal, which should be taken at regu¬ 
lar hours. Avoid eating between meals. 
Let whole wheat in its various forms be 
much used, also fresh fruit and vegetables 
in abundance, and meat in moderation. 
Masticate the food slowly and well. Do 
not leave to the stomach work that the teeth 
ought to do. No wonder it so often rebels. 
Drink lightly, if any, of warm or hot fluids 
at the conclusion of a meal. Ice water, very 
cold, is out of the question, but good, pure 
water, partaken freely of between meals, is 
healthful. A large proportion of the weight 
of the body consists of water. It requires 
no digestion, and is the only true diluent. 
Just here let me say that beer, wine or 
spirits in any form are utterly useless. 
"They furnish no element capable of enter¬ 
ing into the composition of blood, muscular 
fibre, or any part that pertains to the vital 
principles.” 

Sir B. W. Richardson says ; “ The human 
body is a water engine. Alcohol in any 
form is one of the most dreadful of evils ; 
it kills insidiously, as if it were doing no 
harm, or as if it were doing good.” And 
Baron Liebig averred “ that as much flour 
as can lie upon the point of a table knife 
contains as much nutriment as eight pints 
of the best beer that can be made.” 

So let us, dear women, learn to breathe, 
clothe, feed, cleanse, and rest our bodies, 
and nourish our mental, moral and spiritual 
natures, that we may be better fitted for 
God’s service in whatever sphere we may 
be placed, ever remembering that the body 
is the temple of the "Holy Ghost,” and that 
it is our duty and privilege to keep it best 
fitted for its “ Holy Habitant.” 


Handling the Wash. 

By Evergreen, Kola, Manitoba. 

The laundry work, one of the most im¬ 
portant of our household tasks, is often 
treated in a very haphazard way, because 
the person responsible for the family wash 
does not thoroughly understand the art of 
washing clothes properly. The household 
washerwoman should really understand a 
certain amount of chemistry, in order to 
preserve the coloring in different fabrics, to 
remove stains, and to prevent flannels from 
shrinking. The average housewife does 
not understand how it is that her calicos 
look faded after being washed only a few 
times. She little thinks that it is due to the 
way in which they have been washed. 

Washing being the most laborious of all 
household duties, Monday, coming after the 
day of rest, has usually been chosen for 
wash day. The clothes should be collected 
and sorted, so that they may be handled 
early Monday_ morning. The fine clothes 
should be put in one pile, the sheets, pillow 


cases and towels in another, and underwear 
in another pile. The dark and light calicos 
should be separated; stockings classified ac¬ 
cording to color; the dark blues, brown and 
blacks may be washed together. Clothes 
should never be allowed to soak over night, 
as the water draws out the dirt, and it be¬ 
comes diffused, giving the clothes a muddy 
appearance. 

Before beginning the wash arrange two 
tubs of warm soap suds. Look over the 
table clothes and napkins ; pour boiling 
water through the fruit stains, and moisten 
grease stains in ammonia water. Tea and 
coffee stains should be moistened in cold 
water and rubbed lightly with the hands ; 
then pour through them boiling water with 
a few drops of ammonia in it. Then begin 
to wash the tablecloths and other fine ar¬ 
ticles, and throw them into the second suds. 
Then puts the sheets, etc. ,into the first tub 
to soak while you wash the table linen in 
the second suds ; then wring and soap them 
for scalding. Next wash the underwear. 
All clothes must go through the second suds 
if the wash is large, before being ready for 
scalding. Do not put the clothes into a 
boiler and boil them, but into a tub and 
pour over them a boilerful of boiling wat¬ 
er. Allow them to stand until cool, then 
rub them quickly out, wring and put into 
clear water for rinsing. 

The blueing water must be made before 
the clothing is put in, and all soap rinsed 
from the articles before they are placed in 
the blue, or spots of iron rust will form. 
Shake and wring from the blue water or the 
garment will dry streaked. The clothes are 
now ready for the line, and all articles not 
requiring starch should be hung to dry at 
once. 

For making starch, take a quarter of a 
pound of rice starch. Pour over it suffi¬ 
cient boiling water to cook it, and make it 
the thickness of good cream. Then take 
the shirts, fold the bosoms together so that 
the wrong side only will be exposed to the 
starch. Rub it thoroughly in until the 
starch comes through on the right side. Also 
starch collars and cuffs on wrong side. Thin 
hot starch will make linens much stiller 
than when it is thick and cold. Light cali¬ 
cos may be starched after the shirts and 
turned wrong side out to dry. 

Flannels should be washed in a warm, 
strong soap suds by pressing and drawing 
through the hands. Rub the soiled parts 
quickly. Rinse at once in clear, warm wat¬ 
er, and wring through a wringer. Do not 
twist. Shake and hang to dry. 

Dark calicos should be dipped in cold, 
slightly salted water. Then wash quickly 
through a cold suds. Rinse and hang in 
the shade to dry. 

When washing stockings have two pails 
of tepid water. In one make a light suds, 
in the other put ten drops of ox gall. Turn 
stockings right side out, wash them quickly 
through the suds ; then turn on wrong side 
and rinse in the gall water. Run through 
wringer and hang by toe to dry. 

As drying clothes in winter in Manitoba 
is rather a difficult matter, a good plan is to 
hang the clothes on a clothes-horse, fold it 
up and stand somewhere where it will not 
be knocked over. In this way you can 
leave them out until they freeze nearly dry, 
without any danger of them being blown 
away or torn, which is often the case if they 
are hung on a line. 


CONSUMPTION CURED. 

An old physician, retired from practice, had 
placed in his hands by an East India missio i- 
ary the formula of a simple vegetable remedy 
for the speedy and permanent ure of Consump¬ 
tion, Bronchitis. Catarrh. Asthma and ail Throat 
and Lung Affections ; also a positive and radi¬ 
cal cure for Nervous Debility and all Nervous 
Complaints. Having tested its wonderful eura- 
t.ve powers tn thousands of cases, and desiring 
to relieve human suffering, I will send free of 
charge to all who wish it, this recips, in Ger¬ 
man. French or English, with full directions for 
preparing and using. Sent by mail, by address¬ 
ing, with stamp, naming this paper. W. A. 
Noyes, 820 Powers' Block, P.ochrster, N.Y. 


A r) Ideal Horne 

What will it cost to furnish one? Send for 
copy of our big Illustrated Catalogue (free). 

SCOTT FURNITURE CO. 

WINNIPEG. 

largest Dealers in Western Canada. 


ROBT. LECKIE, 

Importer and Dealer in 

Wall Papers &, Room Mouldings. 

Samples and Prices on application. 


425 MAIN STREET, - WINNIPEG. 

P.O. Box 317. 



Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
invention is probably patentable. Communica¬ 
tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents 
sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. 

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive 
special notice % without c harg e, in the 

Scientific American. 

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir¬ 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year ; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 

MUNN & Co. 361Broadwa >- New York 

Branch Office, 626 F St., Washington, D. C. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC 

RAILWAY. 

If You... 

HAVE IN MIND 
A TRIP TO 

Southern California, 
Eastern Canada, 

OR TO 
ANY POINT 

South, East, or West, 

CALL UPON 
YOUR NEAREST 

Northern Pacific Agent, 

OR WRITE 

CHAS. S. FEE, H. SWINFORD, 

G. P. & T. A., General Agent, 

St. Paul. Winnipeg. 
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Truthfulness in the Home. 


By Autumn Leaf, Deloraine, Man. 


Truthfulness is a gem, all will frankly ad¬ 
mit, which stands foremost, or almost so, in 
the long catalogue of human virtues. What 
is more to be admired in a child or in one 
of mature years than unhesitating truthful¬ 
ness. It lends to the bearer a charm, a 
fearlessness to the eye and general bearing, 
which can never be recognized where deceit 
and falsehood are fostered and practised. 

In passing through the lights and shades 
of this life for more than half a century, I 
have noted with no little concern and sur¬ 
prise how very inconsistent the mass of the 
people are ; for I might safely say 60 to 70 
per cent, of the homes in our so-called 
Christian land teach deception. They begin 
teaching little children from the very dawn¬ 
ing of reason deception of the grossest 
kind, and at the very age, too, when the 
foundation of a Christian and moral train¬ 
ing is supposed to begin. 

The particular wrong to which I allude 
is telling and teaching the children about 
Santa Claus. I do not mean Santa Claus, 
the merry old fellow who distributes the 
Christmas tree gifts, for, of course, through 
his well-known and grotesque disguise even 
the youngest can recognize a friend or 
brother. I am referring in this to the im¬ 
aginary being so minutely described by their 
elders. When remonstrating on this matter 
with some one, I was laughingly told, “O, 
they will grow out of it bye and bye.” Now, 
this “ growing out of it ” is a serious mis¬ 
take. They will, of course, grow to know 
that it was a great fraud practised upon 
them. Then, how can we expect them to 
retain those other truths we have been so 
carefully trying to instil into their young 
minds ? 

I would not undeceive them for any¬ 
thing,” I have heard some mothers say ; ‘‘it 
gives them so much pleasure ; it is a never- 
failing source of speculation for weeks be¬ 
fore Xmas. It is so amusing to hear them, 
and they ask so many questions about old 
Santa Claus—how he gets in, etc.” Now, I 
am sure any thoughtful mind must see that 
the first false step must lead to one false¬ 
hood after another. Now, to my mind, the 
sowing of false and true in the same mind 
is a grievous moral wrong, for deceit in any 
form should not be practised on children. 
With such a training, can we wonder that 
our little mites of five and seven begin to 
practise what at that age they begin to dis¬ 
cover in their elders—“ falsehood and de¬ 
ceit ?” 

I would like to advise mothers, young 
ones in particular, to try and get some other 
way of making Christmas memorable. 
Something might with advantage be sub¬ 
stituted for the old barbarian Santa Claus—• 
something better suited to this nineteenth 
century. To the thoughtful and intelligent 
mind that Christmas ogre is fraught with 
great danger in the blending of right and 
wrong. I will give a quotation from an old 
parliamentary speech of long ago. It often 
comes to my mind when thinking of the 
above follies. It runs thus :— 

Hear the lion in the lobby roar, 

Shall we shut the door and keep him out ; 

Or shall we let him in 

And see if we can get him out again ? 

Long and practical experience and a 
careful observance of human nature is my 
only apology for this feeble attack on so 
grave and popular a wrong. 


TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY, 

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets. All Drug¬ 
gists refund the money if it fails to cure. 25c. 


J. I. CASE THRESHING MACHINE GO. 

DEALERS IN 

High-Class Threshing Machinery, 

THRESHERS’ SUPPLIES, BELTS, ETC. 

“WE lead; OTHERS FOLLOW.” 

Write for our ’99 Catalogue and Prices before purchasing. 

The J. I, CASE THRESHING MACHINE CO.^—— 

D. B. MACLEOD, GENERAL AGENT, 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 


Good Cooking. 


Dear Household : 

The Nor’-West Farmer, like many other 
papers, gives many useful recipes for cook¬ 
ing, and other household hints ; but seldom, 
or never, do we get a chance of acquiring in¬ 
formation on the fundamental laws of cook¬ 
ing, so essential for health. How much of 
the common ailments of the community 
might be avoided by better knowledge of 
preparing food, the foundation of health, 
properly. What a boon it would be to man¬ 
kind if the first principles of cooking were 
taught to every boy and girl at school as a 
matter of course ! When grown up they 
would insist on food being properly pre¬ 
pared. How many people know the proper 
way to prepare onions before cooking—how 
seldom it is done—to make them wholesome 
and digestible ? How many people know 
how to boil, fry, or bake meat properly, or 
know the why and the wherefore of good 
cooking ? And yet the health of mind as 
well as of body and of future generations 
depends on it. A man or woman is gener¬ 
ally called a good cook who can make vari¬ 
ous pies, cakes and such stuff, while their 
meat is boiled to fibre or sodden in grease. 
I would recommend to every household a 
little 25c. book called “ School Cookery 
Book,” by C. E. Guthrie Wright (Macmil¬ 
lan & Co., London and New York.) It is 
very simple and clear, and two articles in 
it, “ The Principles of Cookery,” and ‘‘Gen¬ 
eral Directions for Cooking,” are worth 
everybody’s study. 

“ The health of the people is the chief 
law.” 


For Over Fifty Years 

Mrs. Winslow’S Soothing Syrup has been used 
for over fifty years by millions of mothers for their 
children while teething, with perfect success. It 
soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, 
cures wind colic, and is the best remedy for Diarr¬ 
hoea. It will relieve the poor little sufferer immedi¬ 
ately. Sold by Druggists in eveTy part of the world. 
Twenty-five cents a bottle. Be sure and ask foi 
“Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup,” and take no 
other kind. 219ft 


THETJONEY-MAKERA 



Buy oue and m ke money while others 
look on. Also 


Rochester Gross Tube Drum Heater, 

will save 40 per cent, of your fuel. 

Write for Circulars and prices. 

ALF. & GEORGE HALL ^ _ 

207 Alexander Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 

Beardless Barley SALE. 

A white, six-rowed, beardless, stiff strong 
straw, 7 to 10 days earlier than ordinary 
bearded varieties. Not hulless variety. 
Send 3c. stamp for sample and price to— 

HENRY KIRKWOOD, Macdonald P. 0 ., Man. 



CHOICE AND FRESH. 

p.o. Box 333. Keith & Co. 


'*Wilson's Common 
Sense Ear Drums ” re¬ 
lieve all conditions of Deaf¬ 
ness and Head Noises,where 
Medical skill fails. The only 
Scientific Aural Sound Con¬ 
ductor in the world. Safe to 
wear, comfortable, invisible 
no dangerous wire or metal 
attachment. Recommended 
by physicians. Write for 
book free. Karl K. Albert, 
sole Western Agent, P.O. Box 589, 407 ;Main Street, 
Winnipeg, Man. 


Catalogue mailed Free ©n Application. 


For extra quality of . . 

BR 0 ME GRASS SEED 

Apply to Tho. Copland, 

Hazeldean Stock and Seed Farm, 

Saskatoon, Sask. f N.W.T. 






